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News & Views
December 2021

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

It looks like summer has finally gone and the 
autumn tints have started to fade as a series of 
squally storms seem to have blown most of the 
leaves off my maple tree. Still, various invertebrates 
use the leaves as food, such as earthworms and all 
sorts of insects and millipedes live in the dampness 
provided by the leaf litter. Hedgehogs use the leaves 
to make their winter nests and I have various piles 
of sticks and small logs for them to hibernate under 
along with toads and newts and the occasional frog. 
I don’t have a pond but I do have several pots and 
pans, which have filled with rainwater and are used 
by aquatic insect larvae and possibly larger creatures 
like frogs.

Now to my main news, Dorset Mammal Group 
is now a Registered Charity, Number 1196394, 
which has been my aim for the past year or so. 
The intention is it gives us greater credibility and 
the opportunity to apply for grants from funding 
bodies, often larger charities. It also makes it easier 
for those who wish to make donations or legacies if 
they want. Don’t worry we won’t be chasing you for 
money all the time like many conservation charities 
do.

The major part of the work on the application has 
been undertaken by Jo Morland and Diana Maxwell. 
I would like to thank them publicly for their gallant 

efforts, without them we would probably be only 
half way through filling in the application form. 

As we approach the season of giving, I would like 
to report we have also decided to give another life 
membership, this time to our esteemed newsletter 
editor and long time supporter, Colin Varndell. 
He not only took on this task because no one 
else wanted to, but I feel he has maintained and 
improved its quality. He has also run a series of 
talks on hedgehog conservation for several years, 
which has helped both hedgehogs and the DMG in 
recruiting new members.

Committee members now have to learn to respond 
to being a trustee of the charity, which I suppose 
makes me, Chair of the Trustees, aware that this 
brings new responsibilities and consequences if we 
don’t live up to them.

I believe passionately in protecting and conserving 
our wildlife and feel that every little bit we do 
towards that helps to improve or slow down the loss 
of biodiversity. We live in a beautiful county, but 
nature is under greater pressure than ever and we 
all need to do what we can to help it. So please keep 
sending in records and tell us if there is something 
we need to know about, or if it’s something illegal, 
tell the police.

The View from the Chair



https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
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On a lighter note, I tried something a 
few days ago, which I thoroughly enjoyed 
and that was bird ringing. I have enjoyed 

handling small mammals  and now have had a 
taster in doing so with small birds. Getting them 
out of the mist nets was the hardest part, even 

with a very experienced trainer. We then started 
the processing: weighing, measuring and ringing, and 

the most important part, recording everything. We saw 
a chaffinch with a distended lower mandible, and dunnock 

with deformed feet, but they were all a reasonable weight, 
so might survive the winter. I got to do the most rewarding bit, 

releasing the birds after they’d been ringed and processed. Seeing 
them flying back into the trees was very rewarding and my favourite, 

a goldcrest, which is Britain’s smallest bird at just over 5g in weight, was 
absolutely beautiful.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. Keep an eye on the 
events because we hope to organise one or two things such as a hare walk, 

and please stay safe, Covid is still out there.

Angela Price - Chair of Trustees

Mammal Recorder’s Message
I am still receiving mammal reports to verify though the 
numbers are down which is not surprising at this time of 
year. What is surprising is that I have had reports of two 
mammals that were believed to be extinct in Dorset: wild 
boar and edible dormouse. I am also rather surprised at 
the number of hedgehog reports I am still receiving; 
I presume this is because the weather has been 
unseasonably mild. Badgers are very active at the 
moment as shown by the number of snuffle 
holes in my lawn left by the animals searching 
for leather-jackets. My camera trap shows 
that they are rather plump and in good 
condition.

On the subject of camera traps the 
workshop we held in October was well 
attended. I was pleased to learn how many 
DMG members are active camera users. 
I took the opportunity to remind them 
to submit reports of the mammals they 
capture. As an example my camera traps have 
recorded the following mammals in, or very 
close to my garden: hedgehog, badger, fox, wood 
mouse, dormouse, common shrew, pygmy shrew, 
grey squirrel and roe deer. In addition, but not on 
camera, I have seen a water shrew and molehills. If you 
have a camera trap and get some interesting photos or 
video please share them on the Dorset Mammal Group 
Members’ Facebook site.

Steve Kourik

Edible Dormouse





- 3 -

Badger Vaccination
This year has been the strangest badger vaccination year 
since the programme began in 2013. In Dorset, both 
badger numbers and vaccinator numbers have crashed.

In the south-west of the county 3 of the 5 vaccinators 
were out of action for health or family health reasons 
and one of our 2 vaccinators in the south fell whilst 
carrying a trap and wound up in A&E. Two of our 
vaccinators in the north had already retired for health 
and work related reasons and a further 2 had moved out 
of the county.

The remaining vaccinators worked hard but were unable 
to cover all the vaccination sites and, regrettably, 3 sites 
had to be abandoned for the year.

We need new vaccinators but there is some 
good news. For several years we have 
been pressing Defra and the APHA to allow 
experienced vaccinators to train new recruits 
and this year it finally came to pass.
Unfortunately, because of the reasons stated above, 
none of the Dorset vaccinators could take part in 
the “Train the Trainer” programme but some of our 
colleagues in Somerset did so and are now qualified 
trainers.  So, vaccinator candidates no longer have to 
travel to Woodchester Park in Gloucestershire to qualify 
as badger vaccinators but can do so in Somerset. 

Anyone considering badger vaccination training can 
contact me at badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk.

Perhaps more alarming, but of no surprise, was the 
dramatic decline in badger numbers. Our colleagues in 
Somerset also reported a marked drop and there have 
been similar reports from around the country. We believe 
that this reduction has been caused by a combination 
of the dry spring weather and the scientifically illiterate 
badger cull.

Badger News
Regular readers will know that dry spring weather 
is particularly bad for badgers (and hedgehogs). In 
spring, the main food source for badgers is the humble 
earth worm and in the dry weather the worms burrow 
deep and are difficult to reach. This year’s dry spring 
weather was widespread around the country, but in the 
south-west it is the fourth dry spring in succession (see 
Newsletter April 18).

On one estate, where we normally vaccinate over 20 
animals, we saw only 10 this year. At another, new 
estate, one sett was completely abandoned and another 
produced only one animal. In Somerset, on an estate 
where over 40 badgers are usually vaccinated, there 
were only 6. 

As if this wasn’t sufficiently disappointing, at one site, 
person or persons unknown released some of the 
badgers before our vaccinator arrived to carry out the 
vaccination. All our traps carry a label giving both a 
contact number and details of the vaccination project so 
there is little excuse for an animal lover to release the 
badgers. Because of this person or persons, 4 badgers 
that could now have some immunity against bTB remain 
unvaccinated.

Badger Cull
On 8 September Defra announced the cull figures, by 
area, for 2021 ie. the minimum and maximum number 
of badgers to be killed in each area. The culls, in theory, 
could have begun on the 1 June.

There are now 21 areas undergoing “supplementary” 
culling including 3 of the 4 areas in Dorset  (there is a 
fifth Dorset area which comes under one of the Devon 
cull zones). Readers will remember that “supplementary” 
culling takes place after the first 4 years and is designed 
to maintain the badger population at the reduced level.

A further 33 areas, including one Dorset area, are 
continuing with the first 4 years of culling and a 
further 7 areas are joining the cull for the first 

mailto:badgers%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
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time. (In the April 21 Newsletter I reported 13 
applications for new cull zones. That doesn’t mean 
that the other 6 have gone away but, more likely, they 
had not yet achieved the necessary organisation to be 
granted a cull licence).

Across Dorset, but not including the area which is part 
of a Devon zone, the number of badgers to be killed is 
a minimum of 1140 and a maximum of 2633. Whilst 
these numbers are horrendous it is not long ago that the 
maximum number to be killed in just one Dorset area 
was over 7000.

Most worryingly, these figures have been calculated in 
precisely the same way as in previous years and yet, as 
we have seen above, badger numbers in Dorset have 
crashed by more than 50%. In previous years Natural 
England have often had to review their figures after 5 
weeks of a 6 week cull. It will be very interesting to see 
how their figures relate this year.

Badger Science
The Government has finally released the long-awaited 
results of the “Badgers Found Dead Study” (BFDS) which 
took place in 2016/7 and was due to be released in 2018. 
Results of the study have confirmed those of an earlier 
study which found that levels of bTB in badgers support 
the view that badgers are a spillover host for bTB and not 
a maintenance host species. 

In simple terms, if badgers were not continually being 
reinfected by cattle, bTB would die out in the badger 
population.

The study took place in the “Edge Area” northern 
counties of Cheshire, Derbyshire, Warwickshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire; 
and in the southern counties of Oxfordshire, Hampshire, 
East Sussex, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire and was 
carried out by the University of Nottingham in the north 
and the University of Surrey in the south.

In the southern counties only Oxfordshire had infected 
badgers with just 3 out of 79 tested. All northern 

counties had infected badgers with lows of around 4% in 
3 counties and highs, up to 13.5%, in the other 3. 

Most notably, there were no signs of bTB lesions in the 
southern badgers and only 2 of the northern badgers 
had widespread lesions with a further 2 having limited 
lesions. In other words, the majority of positive badgers 
tested, over 92%, were only latently infected.

The study can be found at https://bit.ly/34Rmagq

Portland Badgers
Not long ago, a DMG member told me, with undisguised 
glee, that hedgehogs are doing so well on Portland 
because there are no badgers on Portland. Well, think 
again Whittington!

There most certainly are badgers on Portland. I don’t 
know where this “no badgers” story originated but I have 
heard it more than once and it is simply not correct. 

I’m not a hedgehog expert but my best guess is that 
hedgehogs do well on Portland because there is very 
little of the industrialised farming on the island that has 
so affected hedgehog populations in the rest of the UK.

Badger Weight
Earlier in the month one of my colleagues came across 
the biggest badger (roadkill unfortunately) that she had 
ever seen. She was so taken by the size of the badger, a 
female, that she took it to our favourite vets (Haydon at 
Gore Cross, Bridport) to be weighed and it weighed in at 
14.3 lbs. By far the heaviest badger we have ever seen.

Not long ago I commented on Michaela Strachan’s 
comment on Springwatch that badgers weigh more than 
16lbs. Think again Michaela.

Badgers may look big but with all that guard hair, roughly 
7cms long, they appear much bigger than they really are. 
This badger may well have stored as much fat as possible 
for the coming winter months but she is still the biggest 
we have ever seen.

Ian Mortimer



https://bit.ly/34Rmagq
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Quick Quiz
How well do you know your mammal scientific names? Here is a list of some of the mammals 
found (sometimes) in Dorset, do you know their common names?

1
Lepus europaeus 

6
Talpa europaea

11
Sus scrofa

2
Apodemus flavicollis

7
Erinaceus europaeus

12
Lutra lutra

3
Arvicola amphibious

8
Micromys minutes

13
Mustela putorius

4
Glis glis

9
Microtus agrestis

14
Phoca vitulina

5
Sorex minutes

10
Sciurus vulgaris

15
Capreolus capreolus

Answers on Page 14

Appeal for contributions 
from members

The newsletter team would be grateful to receive contributions of mammal 
encounters or occurrences from members. Mammal photos would be of 
particular interest for the newsletter. If you have anything that you feel would 
be of interest to members, please send via email to: 

colin_varndell@hotmail.com
Ed

mailto:colin_varndell%40hotmail.com%0D?subject=
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Otters and Otter Surveys
The name Otter may make you think of balls of fluff 
floating on their backs or of the sleek animals that swim 
up our rivers. The European Otter Lutra Lutra is the 
UK’s native otter species and inhabits many of Dorset’s 
waterways. The species has suffered its ups and downs, 
nearly reaching extinction in the UK due to the use of 
organochlorines and PCB’s, however they are currently 
widespread and have returned to every English county.

Otters prefer narrow and quite shallow stretches of river 
generally with cover in the form of trees along the bank. 
They will build nests called holts from holes in the river 
banks or other suitable ready made holes nearby; the 
holts can have more than one chamber and multiple 
entrances. In larger territories they may have more holts 
spread along their stretch(s) of river. 
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Surveys are carried out to help predict and estimate the current and future numbers of the 
species. The surveys record any signs or sightings of otters on particular stretches of river. 
Any signs are recorded including: spraints (droppings), mud slides (areas of the river bank the 
otters use to enter of exit the river), foot prints and of course an actual otter. If you see an 
otter or any of the signs send in a record through the DMG website recording page to help 
protect these important animals. 

Katie Sugg
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Dormouse News
It’s been a very mixed year for dormice, they have 
been appearing in low numbers at Thorncombe but 
I think the maximum we had was three. The last 
meeting we had was in October where it looked 
increasingly as if we’d have a negative return to send 
in when the last tube and nest box each produced a 
dormouse, the one from the tube escaping before 
it could be stopped and the one from the nest box 
escaping as I was transferring it back to the box after 
weighing. It happens to experienced surveyors as 
well as tyros.

I think I’ve mentioned that we’re taking over the 
surveys in Puddletown Forest from the Forestry 
Commission, so that will give more opportunities 
for members to take part in surveys, and I’m hoping 
to add Chettle and Shillingstone, as well. However, 
the place which is definitely going to be added for 
regular checks, is Halstock.

This is a small site owned by Rick Smith, a tree 
surgeon and real wildlife lover, who manages his 
small woodland with great empathy to wildlife. A 
few months ago, Jan Freeborn and I visited his site 
and put up a dozen dormouse tubes just to gauge 
the site, where Rick told us he’d found nests and 
seen dormice before. I’d meant to go back earlier 
but life always seems busier than I intended, 
and it got put off. Then as we were approaching 

November, I asked Rick if we could check the tubes 
before the winter and we agreed a date. I also 
included Jen, who lives near there as she’d asked to 
be involved.

Well, we knew there were dormice present on 
the site but five nests in twelve tubes is pretty 
good going by anybody’s standards, and these 
were dormouse nests. Jen who’d never seen 
one before was really pleased she’d come and 
Rick and I decided we had a site that we could 
expand and invite members to help check. He 
also wants to establish it as an educational site 
for local schoolchildren, which I think is a good 
idea and I’m happy to help because these will be 
the next generation of dormouse surveyors and 
conservationists.

I’ve recently been involved with a pilot project 
commissioned by Natural England being run by 
Exeter University in Devon and Dorset about 
evaluating the environment with a view to trying 
to improve populations of dormice back to 1990s 
levels. It will be interesting to see if they decide to 
do a full blown research project, if they do I shall try 
and involve DMG as much as I can because I think 
it will benefit the dormice in Dorset and build our 
reputation as a serious minded mammal group, 
although we also like to have fun as well.

Angela Price 
- Dormouse section leader
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Hedgehog News
The hedgehog section has once again been very 
busy since the last newsletter in August 2021.

The hedgehog conference finally went ahead 
on 18th September 2021, fourth time lucky. 
All the feedback was very positive, which was 
extremely gratifying after so many stop-starts, 
and the technology mostly behaved itself on the 
day. The speakers were all well received and lots 
of hedgehoggy networking was enjoyed during 
the breaks and lunch. The conference organisers 
(Colin, Jo, Linda and Susy) all deserve a large gin 
and tonic for all their dedication in ensuring this 
event eventually went ahead, even with the Covid 
restrictions.

A number of towns and villages have had their 
first or second hedgehog meetings since the last 
newsletter: Shaftesbury is now a fully fledged 
hedgehog friendly town with Mariko, Angela and 
Sue at the helm there; Wool, East Burton and 
Bovington had their first meeting and is being led 
by Barry and Louise, ably supported by Wendy; 
Winterborne Kingston has had its second meeting, 
which was lively and interesting, and is being led 
by Joan and Margaret; we finally managed to have 
Sturminster Newton’s first meeting where many 
good connections were made with the help of 
Shirley and finally we had Beaminster’s first meeting 
led by Sheree and Sharon and Charlton Marshall’s 
second meeting led by Donna.

The hedgehog co-ordinators meeting in November 
was well attended. Ideas were exchanged and 
discussed. One of the main issues that was 
discussed was the plight of the hedgehog rescuers 
who have been extremely busy this summer and 

autumn. A few of the rescues have even had to give 
up rescuing due to poor health. 

It is becoming apparent that here in Dorset we 
are in desperate need of a hedgehog hospital 
if we are to reverse the downward population 
trend of hedgehogs which are classed as being an 
endangered species at risk of extinction. 

The DMG Hedgehog Hospital Planning Group 
will be making an increased effort to make the 
dedicated Hedgehog Hospital/care unit a reality. 
Each hedgehog friendly town or village is being 
asked to raise £1000 to support the establishment 
of the hedgehog hospital. Also, now that the DMG 
is a charity, grants that will support this venture, are 
being sought. However, in the meantime, support 
from all the members is being requested. If you 
would like to contribute to this ambitious project 
please do send a donation to the fund.

The DMG bank account details are:

   Sort Code: 08-92-99 
   Account No: 65571736

Please quote ‘hedgehogs’ as 
reference so that the donation goes 
into the right pot.

Many thanks for any donation you can make.

Susy Varndell 
Hedgehog section leader
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Shaftesbury Hedgehog Friendly Town

The second meeting of Shaftesbury Hedgehog Friendly Town group was held on Thursday, September 
30th and was well attended. 

Colin and Susy gave a condensed version of the inaugural slide-show, which had originally been shown 
nearly two years before. The DMG Hedgehog Friendly pack was distributed to those present. The 
meeting concluded with a lively question and answer session.

Shaftesbury Hedgehog Friendly Gardening workshop

On Saturday 16th October Shaftesbury Hedgehog Group 
led a practical workshop at Shaftesbury Homegrown, a 
community allotment space that already provides lots of 
opportunities for wildlife.

Around 25 people from Shaftesbury and the surrounding 
villages attended and we were lucky enough to have 
some great weather. The workshop started with a 
wander around the site at Shaftesbury Homegrown, 
discussing the features that provided great habitats for 
hedgehogs - compost heaps, scrubby edges, long and 
short grass, a pond (with escape route) and many wood 

piles. After a cake break, we set about making some 
additional features and talking about some of the other 
things we can do to find out more about hedgehogs in 
our gardens.

It was brilliant to have a group of enthusiastic children to 
help make and install a hedgehog house, feeding station 
and wood pile nesting habitat. We used recycled and 
reclaimed materials mostly, with lots of creative use of 
natural materials to provide cover and camouflage for 
the hedgehog feeding station and house.
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There were lots of great questions and discussion 
about how we can help hedgehogs in our gardens and 
we also set up a camera trap and talked about using 
footprint tunnels with one camera trap loaned out to one 
of the group to see what wildlife they could capture in 
their garden.

At the end of the workshop, some of the younger 
attendees chatted to a reporter for the local daily news 
podcast about what they had learned and it was great 

to hear that they had all taken away something new and 
enjoyed the morning.

Following the workshop it has been wonderful to hear 
from a number of people who attended about additional 
features they have made in their gardens, with one 
hedgehog house that was installed and taken up almost 
immediately by the resident hogs!

Mariko Whyte 
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Capt Sir Tom Moore and 100 Hedgehog Highways
We all remember Capt Sir Tom Moore, whose 100 
garden laps raised NHS funds and the nation’s 
morale. When Tom passed away in Feb 2020, his 
family encouraged people to pick a local charity and 
do 100 of anything in Tom’s memory to raise money 
for them. 

Around this time, my efforts to create a small 
hog hole in my garden, marked by a smart green 
Hedgehog Highway plaque had released my inner 
hoggy zealot! A few glasses of wine later, I had it! 
Why stop at one hole? Why not one hundred holes 
linked to the Capt Tom 100 Challenge?

I selected wonderful Hamworthy Hedgehog Rescue 
as my local charity. As I bought my first 30 plaques, I 
explained my challenge and that I’d need another 70 
in due course! They were kind enough not to laugh!

Capt Tom’s motto of “Tomorrow will be a good day” 
had motivated me, and I wanted to use the project 
to help our community create good tomorrows for 
local hogs. 

To bolster confidence, I started with fellow hog 
lovers, talking of my challenge and giving out 
plaques to mark their existing holes. As I grew 
braver, I approached neighbours I met walking the 
dogs, or people out gardening, telling them how 
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to create new highways, what to feed etc before 
bestowing a free plaque. 

Soon I was back at the Rescue Charity purchasing 
another 20 plaques! Then another 50!

Over the summer our DMG Coordinator, Kate, held 
a couple of hedgehog soirees in her lovely garden, 
and, like the Ancient Mariner, I was able to hijack 
then bestow plaques on some 20 hog-loving locals! 
Posters created for neighbourhood notice boards 
also yielded people who wanted to create/mark 
Highways. 

I made a note of anyone who had received a plaque; 
consequently, I now have a list of villagers who love 
hogs and have committed to looking after them – 
great data not only for hoggy surveys but also if we 
want to hold meetings next year. 

I’m now approaching my centenary and plan to 
offer free plaques to my local Councillor and MP, 
hopefully in exchange for some political hoggy 
advantages.  

A year of fun, friends, hogs and help for a great local 
charity – no hogwash!

Karen Naylor
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Spike on a Bike
Jo at Portland has recently taken a few of our poorly 
hedgehogs from Wareham.  There is always a warm and 
cheery welcome from Jo.  In my experience there is often 
a drama with the traffic in Weymouth and Portland.  
Perhaps I need to learn not to embark on a trip to Jo’s at 
rush hour.

We were delighted to hear that Storm, one of our 
hedgehogs, was ready to return to Wareham to be 
re-introduced into his home patch.  We decided to 
collect Storm from Portland on Monday afternoon on 
our way home to Wareham from a cycling weekend in 

Devon.   The car was well loaded and our bikes were 
on the roof. We arrived at Weymouth at 4.30 pm and 
found ourselves in almost complete gridlock.  After an 
hour, progress was extremely slow, and we were still a 
mile away from the causeway to Portland.  Would we 
turn round and make a separate journey from Wareham 
tomorrow?   We spoke to Jo and agreed that Rob would 
cycle over the causeway to collect Storm from Portland.

The journey back across the causeway was windy, if not 
stormy, but I am pleased to say that Storm is safely back 
on terra-firma in Wareham.

Kate Brailsford

Painted hedgehogs

I have recently photographed wild hedgehogs visiting 
gardens at night at a number of locations in West Dorset. 
I was given permission to set up my equipment after 
dark in gardens in Bridport, Shipton Gorge, Netherbury 
and Powerstock. At each site, a small floodlight was 
gradually introduced to the feeding station. This was 
to provide sufficient light on the hedgehogs for my 
camera to perform the autofocus function accurately. 
My position was to sit silently, in the dark, behind the 
glare of the floodlight. On several occasions, hedgehogs 
either walked between or climbed over my feet! This 
was for me, such a great privilege to be sitting amongst 
wild hedgehogs going about their nightly business 
undisturbed.  What surprised me though was the 
number of hedgehogs turning up with white marks on 
their backs or flanks.

I could not be sure what substance was used to make 
these splashes of white, but one case appeared to be 
paint, as I had seen this individual on several occasions 
over a few weeks, during which time the white mark did 
not fade. Whatever the substances were, applying marks 
to wild and free hedgehogs raises several concerns. 

The most obvious danger could be that a daub or 
smear of white on the back of a hedgehog might make 
it a more obvious target for a predator. It is also quite 
clear that to apply paint or any other form of marking 
to a hedgehog, it would require getting very close to 
the animal and even possibly apprehending it while 
the marking is applied. Such an intrusion would cause 
distress to the animal, which is both unacceptable and 
totally unnecessary. Furthermore, how can one be sure 
that applying any substance to a hedgehog’s spines or 
skin can be safe for the animal? Also, such intrusion 
could have detrimental effects on a lactating female - 
for example. Please be aware of this ill-considered and 
inadmissible activity, and if you spot painted hedgehogs 
speak to your neighbours and other locals about such 
deplorable deeds. Hedgehogs are now officially classified 
as ‘Vulnerable to Extinction’ and it is therefore the 
responsibility of all of us to look after their interests and 
not to interfere with them for our own selfish reasons. 

Colin Varndell
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News from the police
Bats
Adorable little creatures, given a bad press by 
horror films which in turn has likely given many 
a person nightmare’s, although not to the extent 
of Jaws. They are protected species with some 17 
– 21 individual species in Britain. This time of the 
year they’re looking to their winter roosts ready to 
hibernate for the winter, although can they come 
out of their torpid state and move roosts.

Their diet is just insects, flying through the night 
often seen at dusk and dawn where their agility 
is amazing to see, our most common being the 
pipistrelle which can fit into a match box or even 
roost behind a scaled brick.

They are in decline though, and with many 
people now working from home and new building 
developments taking shape this is sure to continue. 
I would say roost disturbance is one of the 
commonest reported wildlife crimes, however this 
would need some data analysis to prove.

We work with the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) in 
our investigations who have a wealth of experience 
and knowledge – we also liaise with the CPS prior to 
any charging decision, and without doubt there is 
always some consequence in disturbing a bat roost. 
Unlimited fines, which were brought in recently, 
mean some developers get fined several thousands 
of pounds for breaching.

Why do people disturb roosts – for the developer, it 
is time and money, or is it money = time, whichever, 
if they do not get correct planning permission 

and seek advice from an ecologist it’s quite easy 
to get the evidence to progress. Equally, private 
homeowners seeking extra room, if they don’t go 
through the correct channels risk a lot more money 
as well as a criminal record should they be found 
wanting.

That is not to say the development or extension 
cannot go ahead, it may take a bit more time, it 
may cost a little more with mitigation steps, but any 
person who cares for nature will I hope do this and 
seek the correct advice prior to commencing work. I 
know I did and have a number of bat boxes set.  

PC Rob Hammond   

If you have any interesting photographs of Dorset wild 
mammals why not share them with other members? 
You can submit them for inclusion on the DMG website 
or the Dorset Mammal Group’s newsletter. They must 
be of wild mammals, not captive, and have been taken 
in this county. Camera trap recordings are acceptable. 
The photographs should be in jpeg format. Camera trap 
pictures are welcome. If you have any you would like to 
submit any for consideration please send them to:

records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Of course you are free, indeed encouraged, to upload 
interesting mammal photographs or video recordings 
directly on to the Dorset Mammal Group Facebook page.

Steve Kourik

Photographs & Videos
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Natural Environment Team
Hello DMG members & seasonal greetings!

Time flies and here we are at the end of a busy summer 
and autumn survey season. This year we have had lots 
of comments from ecological consultants working for 
developers and people who want to submit a planning 
application, that this year has been busier than ever. 
Many have told us that they couldn’t keep up with the 
request for bat surveys in particular. It could be that the 
previous Covid-19 restrictions meant that there was 
already a lot of catching up to do and 2021 was going to 
be busy anyway. In any case, this translates to NET being 
rushed off our feet too! 

We see applications of all sizes and as you know, our job 
is to review the ecological interests that may be affected 
by the proposed works. About half of what we see are 
known as householder applications. These are for works 
such as a new extension to a house or the conversion 
of a loft. As you can imagine this means bats and birds 
can be impacted by such alterations. Given that Dorset 
is clearly an important county for bats, it is surprising 

that they are often overlooked in the initial stages of an 
application. It is always advisable to have ecology as an 
early consideration in the process and we encourage 
anyone thinking about undertaking some work on their 
house, outbuildings, or trees to consider whether a 
survey for bats and nesting birds will be needed first. If 
you need planning permission and are in any doubt, ask 
the planning team at Dorset Council for some advice.

At the moment the team are also focusing on updating 
the guidance that we produce for ecologists working 
on planning applications that NET will review. This is 
quite an undertaking. Every year policies, best practice 
guidelines and legislation change and evolve, and we 
have to keep up-to-date with any amendments. We hope 
to have the guidance ready to publish early next year. 

So, after such a busy year NET are looking forward 
to a few days of rest and celebration over Christmas. 
Whatever DMG members are planning for the season, 
we wish you very happy and peaceful time.

Quick Quiz Answers
From Page 5

How well did you know your mammal scientific names? 

1
Lepus europaeus 

Brown Hare 6
Talpa europaea

Mole 11
Sus scrofa

Wild Boar

2
Apodemus flavicollis

Yellow-necked Mouse 7
Erinaceus europaeus

Hedgehog 12
Lutra lutra

Otter

3
Arvicola amphibious

Water Vole 8
Micromys minutes

Harvest Mouse 13
Mustela putorius

Polecat

4
Glis glis

Edible Dormouse 9
Microtus agrestis

Field Vole 14
Phoca vitulina

Common Seal

5
Sorex minutes

Pygmy Shrew 10
Sciurus vulgaris

Red Squirrel 15
Capreolus capreolus

European Roe Deer

Steve Kourik

Unless otherwise indicated all photographs in this newsletter are the 
copyright of Colin Varndell ©
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Dorset Mammal Group
Registered Charity No. 1196394

Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Vacancy
Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2021/22
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Vacancy secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

Newsletter deadlines for 2022  April Newsletter - 15th March
                August Newsletter - 15th July 
                December Newsletter - 15th November

As the Dorset Mammal Group enters a new and exciting phase as a Registered Charity we are 
looking for an enthusiastic and organised person to join the committee as secretary.  Could you be 
that person?

The role provides important continuity for the charity but is not onerous.  

Tasks include:

•	 Take and type up minutes for Committee meetings (6 per year)
•	 Draft agendas in consultation with the Committee
•	 Circulate meeting papers to the Committee 
•	 Book meeting venues
•	 Prepare and circulate papers for the AGM 
•	 Take minutes/record attendance at the AGM
•	 Deal with DMG’s insurance policy
•	 Receive general enquiries via the website and respond/forward to the appropriate trustee as 

required

We’d love to hear from you if you are interested in joining the Committee and taking on this 
central role.  

Contact: 
     Angela Price, Chairperson at chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Could YOU be DMG’s next Secretary?

https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/
mailto:chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk
mailto:treasurer%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=

	DMG Twitter: 
	DMG Facebook: 


