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News & Views
August 2021

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

View from the Chair
There are so many negative things happening here and 
abroad, from Covid to destruction of the rainforest, 
the state of our rivers and the apparent rise of racism 
that things like our continuing loss of biodiversity tend 
to be overlooked at times.  The causes are manifold, 
climate change, intensive farming, industrial or housing 
development, pollution and so on. It can easily drag you 
down into thinking that it will only end when everything has 
gone. 

DMG member Jan and I went by invitation, to walk over the 
Chettle Estate. We were invited by Alice Favre, who is the 
owner and who is trying to make changes there to include 
biodiversity, climate change reduction and ethical farming.  
She has a vision of moving on from the model of squeezing 
as much profit as possible out of the earth, to working with 
the environment, planting more trees, and restoring arable 
fields back into chalk downland. I could almost see the blue 
butterflies queuing up to come. The village shop sells the 
most delicious pies, attracting callers from miles around, 
and she is looking to move it to another site in the village 
and expand it to sell home-grown organic vegetables and 
include a coffee shop. So this very energetic young lady is 
trying to improve things for the community as well as the 
environment.

The estate has great potential if she is able to make the 
improvements she wants. The botanists amongst us kept 
bending down to remark on some obscure little plant, while 
I watched the circling red kite and fairly numerous hares. 
I was viewing every hedgerow as a possible place to look 
for dormice, which I believe are probably in some of them. 
Upon asking if we might set up some dormouse tubes in 
the most promising hedges, our gracious hostess agreed we 

could. So in a single season, I hope we have moved from 
two dormouse monitoring sites to a possible five.

I wish Alice good luck with her endeavours to change years 
of normal farming to a more environmentally friendly form. 
I also hope DMG members may help to witness the change 
while checking dormouse tubes and observing the other 
mammals that inhabit the fields and woodlands of the 
Chettle Estate.

How many of you are using the mammal atlas or submitting 
records to Steve Kourik? Both are available through the 
website links. Please do so, even sightings of house mice or 
wood mice in the garden help us build a more detailed and 
accurate picture of the mammals of this lovely county.

Assuming we don’t have another lockdown, we are trying 
to run a programme of events for members, so please do 
participate but also observe the requirements of any local 
or national legislation.

The reason we postponed what is our traditional date 
for an AGM was because we only had one in March and 
although we’ve been beavering away, we didn’t have that 
much to show you. The application for CIO status (our 
charitable status) took a while to complete, not helped by 
not being able to get together. But it has been submitted 
and depending upon how long it takes the Charity 
Commission to process, we hope to have some news by the 
autumn when we will hold an AGM. We also hope to run 
the hedgehog conference, count a few otters and dormice 
and for those interested, I want to run a harvest mouse 
nest count at Radipole and Chafey’s, both RSPB reserves in 
Weymouth, in October.

I wish you a good summer with lots of mammal sightings.

Angela Price 
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Following my article in the April edition of the Newsletter 
we received feedback from a member of DWT (not, I 
think, a member of DMG) who was very unimpressed 
with my views regarding badgers.  I won’t repeat the 
whole email as it was quite lengthy but here, verbatim, 
are the relevant bullet points:

•	 Farmers	have	told	me	the	badger	population	has	
multiplied 10 times since they were protected. 

Badger population studies have been carried out several 
times since they were first protected in 1973 and 
numbers have indeed increased but only by some 88 per 
cent and definitely not 10-fold. Regular readers of this 
Newsletter will also know that badger numbers have 
been steadily increasing since their near extinction at the 
beginning of the 20th century.

•	 My	garden	and	paddock	are	now	riddled	with	badger	
paths and from time to time their toilets.

It’s called nature! Learn to live alongside wildlife.

•	 My	lawn	gets	dug	up	from	time	to	time.

Ditto, but please tell me you don’t feed your lawn!

•	 I	have	a	number	of	bumble	bee	nests	and	wasps’	
nests that get dug up every year.

Badgers, bees and wasps have coexisted for tens of 
thousands of years. Bees are in serious decline because of 
the cocktail of pesticides that they encounter every day, 
not because of badgers (I also rescue bee swarms).

•	 This	was	the	third	year	no	toads,	fewer	frogs	and	very	
few newts. Don’t tell me that a badger when hunting 
for worms in the undergrowth, under stones etc, turn 
their noses up at newts, frogs and toads.

I’ll pass on hunting! Once again, it’s called nature. 
Badgers, frogs, toads and newts have coexisted for tens 
of thousands of years. As regular readers may remember, 
I too have ponds with frogs, toads and newts and 
numbers here are also down. Nothing to do with badgers.
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•	 I	would	politely	suggest	that	people	who	protect	
badgers come and live in a village and get some 
practical experience.

Hmm, just a little presumptuous. I do live in a village 
and, along with others, I vaccinate badgers, rescue 
badgers (and other animals) and advise people on a wide 
variety of problems relating to badgers. I suggest that 
where badgers are concerned, I might have a little more 
experience and knowledge than our correspondent.

I did follow up on this with a phone call to the 
correspondent.  It rapidly became clear that he didn’t 
know the facts and hadn’t read the science.  Worse still, 
he several times repeated that, “you won’t change my 
mind”.

I do welcome a challenge.  It keeps me on my toes and 
means that I regularly have to check the facts to ensure 
that my understanding is still correct but it would be 
much better if the challenger were to have an open 
mind, read the science and get the facts straight first. 
Then we could have a meaningful conversation.

Oh, did I mention that he also quoted the “Game and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust” at me!  An organisation 
of people that like to kill other species for their own 
amusement.

To Rescue or Not to Rescue?
A recent call for advice from Heather in Lyme Regis 
reminded me of an incident in my own garden some 
years ago.

My cat brought home a rabbit. Not unusual back 
then but I haven’t seen a rabbit around the village 
for several years, never mind in the garden.  As often 
happened when the cat caught a rabbit it had grabbed 
it by the scruff of the neck and brought it home to play 
and, although not best pleased, the rabbit appeared 
uninjured. 

Badger section
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When I rescued it from the cat, however, it became 
apparent that the rabbit had lost the use of its back legs, 
not good for any animal but especially not for one that 
gets around by hopping.  But I had seen this before and 
surmised that the cat had pinched a nerve in the rabbit’s 
neck and that there was a good chance that it would 
recover if left in peace and not required to play chase 
with the cat.

So, I took the rabbit back outside, and put it in with the 
chickens, in a compound protected by an electric fence, 
and hoped for the best. The next morning I found the 
rabbit happily hopping around amongst the chickens and 
waiting for its breakfast.  Although it could get through 
the electric fence, and often went walk-about, that 
rabbit lived with the chickens for nearly a year until it 
disappeared one day and was never seen again.

Back to Lyme Regis.  Heather feeds the badgers in her 
garden every night.  On this one night, one badger, 
despite showing no other sign of injury, was pulling 
itself forward with its front legs and dragging both back 
legs behind it.  The poor animal looked so pathetic but, 
despite the obvious problem, it didn’t show any obvious 
sign of pain.

Contd. from pg 2 After a second night in which there was no obvious 
improvement Heather contacted us for advice.  Our 
immediate thought was that, left alone, the outcome for 
this animal would be a pretty horrible death and that the 
most humane solution would be to trap it with a view to 
possible euthanasia.  However, we also thought that we 
should first give it another couple of nights in the hope of 
some recovery.

We did consult with our preferred vets (Haydon in 
Bridport) both for advice and to pre-warn them that we 
might be bringing in an injured badger and, I’m pleased 
to say, they agreed that we should first give the animal 
another 48 hours.

Well, you will have guessed by now that Heather’s 
badger did recover, but not in quite the miraculous way 
as the rabbit. The next night it was tentatively putting 
some weight on one back leg but still dragging the other 
and the following night it was tentatively putting weight 
on both back legs.  A week later, in the last video I saw, 
although not completely back to normal, the badger was 
confidently walking (and running) on all four legs.

Badgers are very strong resilient animals (although the 
Government still thinks they can be treated like deer) but 
if there is any message to this story it is that animals are 
often best left alone to recover in their own time.

Ian Mortimer

Since becoming the Mammal Recorder a few years 
ago I have noticed that certain mammals are reported 
frequently whilst others very rarely or not at all. 
Nothing surprising there I am sure you will say but 
it does highlight some of the problems of keeping a 
database that truly reflects the range, distribution and 
abundance of Dorset mammals. Some species such as 
hedgehogs are frequently reported from a relatively 
small number of locations. This is not surprising as 
they are one of the few mammals that are prepared to 
live close to human habitation and don’t scurry away 
into hiding like mice and voles. Needless to say they 
are most frequently seen in towns because they often 
live in or visit gardens. Also, sadly, they are more likely 
to be seen squashed in the road. Reports of badgers 
and foxes are also mainly from them being seen in 
gardens or dead in the road, amazingly very few come 
from people actively watching them at their setts and 
earths. Useful reports come from regular monitoring 
such as dormouse nest box checks which are carried 
out by licensed surveyors. As I have said in previous 
newsletters the popularity of camera traps has 
provided a good number of sightings but usually of the 
same few species: foxes, badgers and hedgehogs. It is 

possible, with a little ingenuity, to set up a camera to 
record small mammals, something we will be covering 
when we hold our camera trap workshop once the 
Covid restrictions allow.

Hopefully, it will not be long before we have our first 
beaver report. At present there are two of the animals 
at a fenced location in the west of Dorset so until such 
time as the enclosure is opened, we will not record 
them as a Dorset mammal. However, it is possible that 
there will be another reintroduction this time in the 
east of the county and this may well be an un-fenced 
release.

There has been an uncorroborated report of a pine 
marten being seen dead at the side of the road in or 
near Wareham Forest, have any of you any knowledge 
of this? If so, do please let me know. In the last few 
years we have had three reliable reports of pine marten 
at different locations in the west. It would be great if 
these iconic mammals become re-established in Dorset.

Please do continue to submit you mammal sightings.

Steve Kourik 
County Mammal Recorder

Mammal Recorder’s Ramblings
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Hopefully we can look forward to the return of our two-day autumn otter survey in 
October.

Currently we still need to keep ourselves and others safe. The proposed otter survey 
is planned for  Saturday 16th October & Sunday 17th October 2021. Anyone who has 
an interest in taking part please e-mail surveyotter@btinternet.com

2020 was a difficult year for us all, and 2021 seems to be following in its footsteps. 
Nevertheless, otter spotters and wildlife observers have been out and about on their 
local patches recording all their sightings during their daily exercise breaks, whilst still 
observing Covid regulations.

The local group who usually patrol the Lower Stour have continued to forward their 
otter sightings from November 2020 to the current time and hopefully ongoing. 

Otter Report

©
 Colin Varndell

Otter Surveys
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I would like to sincerely thank all who have continued 
to record their sightings during this difficult time and 
current restrictions, which has enabled us to keep in 
touch with our local Otter families. 

Gary, Guy, Helen, Kate, Michelle, Pam and myself, 
contributed over 1,000 hours of surveying.

Also, a special mention for the contribution made by 
Dave Lynes who sadly passed away in 2021 and whose 
knowledge and dedication will be greatly missed by us 
all.

Over recent months a BBC film crew have been filming 
on two of our Dorset survey locations, hoping to film 
a young otter family during the day and preferably on 
land. We have kept them informed with plenty of otter 
sighting records, but our otter family and cubs were too 
old for their remit. Nevertheless they have been filming 
the otters and hopefully they will use the footage for an 
upcoming BBC wildlife programme.

On another note our river water quality needs to be 
addressed urgently. With more flooding predicted due to 
climate change and an increase of housing developments 
in Dorset, we require more sewage treatment works to 
be built to cope with the increasing demand. Interested 
environmental groups are monitoring this, and we must 
hope that this current situation improves.

The other concern at present is the continual disturbance 
to wildlife due to an increase in human activity on 
our rivers. This includes people using paddle boards, 
kayaks and swimming without obtaining permission 
from landowners. Often large amounts of rubbish are 
left behind, another danger to wildlife, and of course 
a significant rise in anti-social behaviour. This situation 
needs addressing sooner rather than later.

Ken Hutchinson 
Otter & Water Vole Coordinator

A good number of people attended the virtual DMG AGM in March.

The Chairman reported another successful year with particular credit to:

•	 Mike Lowing for his work with the Dorset Mammal Atlas,

•	 Jo Morland and Diana Maxwell for their work with the new CIO constitution,

•	 Steve Kourik with his work as the Dorset mammal recorder,

•	 Steve Richmond for his help with the DMG website,

•	 Mel Elliott for her work as the treasurer and membership secretary,

•	 Rachel Moors for her work on the DMG FaceBook page,

•	 the leaders of the badger, otter and hedgehog section and

•	 all the committee for their hard work as well as 

•	 Colin Varndell for his work on the DMG newsletter

•	 and all the members for remaining members contributions.

The existing committee was re-elected en bloc.

The motion to adopt the new constitution to enable application for CIO 
(Charitable Incorporated Organisation) status was explained by Jo Morland 
and then passed unanimously without any abstentions or votes against the 
proposal.

The date of the next AGM would be Friday 1st October 2021. 

Dorset Mammal Group 
Annual General Meeting

26th March 2021
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Mammal Quiz
Dorset is home to a good number of mammal species, how well do you know which 
are native to Britain and which have been introduced? Test your knowledge!

Which of the following are native and where did the 
introduced species come from?

Steve Kourik 
County Mammal Recorder

Species Country of Origin Species Country of Origin Species Country of Origin

Red squirrel Grey squirrel Edible dormouse

Hazel Dormouse Bank vole Field vole

Water vole Harvest mouse Wood mouse

Yellow-necked mouse House mouse Brown rat

Eurasian beaver Common shrew Pygmy shrew

Water shrew Mole Hedgehog

Rabbit Brown hare Fox 

Badger Otter Mink 

Pine marten Polecat Stoat

Weasel Wild boar Roe deer

Red deer Sika deer Fallow deer

Reeve’s muntjac Water deer Answers on page 12

Reeve’s Muntjac

©
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For those who have never had the pleasure of fighting 
their way through brambles, holly trees, hawthorn 
bushes, blackthorn and barbed wire fences, you don’t 
know what you’re missing! Ecology isn’t for wimps. The 
trouble is, when you put the tubes or boxes up, there 
isn’t a problem because most of it hasn’t grown in the 
spring, and the perceived wisdom is to leave things for a 
month or two to let it settle in and for the dormice and 
other tree climbing animals to discover them.

If we do this in the recommended way, you have already 
done a survey of suitable places to look for discarded 
acorns, hazel shells or sloe stones, which may indicate 
a presence at some time of dormice. Their shells bear 
unmistakable holes, round and smooth in the centre and 
rougher with some minor tooth marks on the outside. 
However, this only shows they have been there and 
are not necessarily so at the present. In winter, it’s also 
possible to see their old abandoned summer nests but 
they take a bit of spotting unless blown out by a gale or 
two. Dormice weave round nests with an inner chamber 
and usually a definite entrance. They can be made of 
whatever is available but may include honeysuckle 
bark, grasses, bluebell stalks and reeds. Some are truly 
magnificent bits of engineering but they usually have 
some fresh green-stuff, leaves usually, laid on the top or 
bound into the nest. No other small mammal does this 
and I have seen no definitive reason why they do it, but it 
might be to maintain some moisture.

Once you have decided where you want to hang your 
tubes, which is the next stage in dormouse surveying by 
the book, you attach them to tree or shrub branches, 
usually with the opening towards the centre of the tree 
or bush. It is also usual to have the entrance slightly 
lower than the back to enable it to drain any rainwater 
that enters it.

For those who have never seen a dormouse tube, they 
are black corrugated plastic which we fold to make 
a rectangular box which is about 5 cm square at the 
face and 25 cm long. Inside this we insert a piece of 
plywood, which is a few 
centimetres longer and 
blocked at one end, this 
is to seal the end of the 
tube, creating an artificial 
‘hole’ for the dormice to 
use. About half way along 
the wooden insert there is 
a piece of beading across 
it to help hold in the 

nesting material you hope the dormice are going to pack 
up near the closed end.

Normally you put up 20 or more tubes although the 
site may require more individual arrangements. As 
you install these muscardinus des res, if one in five is 
used by dormice, you’ve done very well and I’ve only 
ever achieved that at one site. In reality, you have to 
take what comes and feel lucky if you find one or two 
out of the twenty you installed that have been used by 
dormice - the joys of working with wildlife, they do their 
own thing. However the position of each tube has to be 
recorded.

At this point I have to point out that only persons who 
have a dormouse class licence, or are operating as an 
agent of a licence holder, can check the tubes once they 
are up. This is because dormice are a protected species 
and disturbing them or taking them is an offence unless 
you are licensed to do so.

When doing the check, you follow the positions of the 
tubes according to the notes you made before when 
you installed them, and that was before the nettles 
were a metre tall or the brambles had swallowed them. 
Assuming you can find them, you approach quietly 
(dormice have good hearing) and place a cloth bung into 
the open end, then feel the weight of the tube. If it feels 
as if it may have a nest inside, you remove it from the 
tree or bush, and after removing the bung, check inside 
the tube over a large transparent plastic bag. This is 
usually done by pushing out the block at the end as that 
is where any dormice are likely to be.

If you are lucky you may find the remains of a nest, if 
very lucky, the incumbent may still be at home, in which 
case the object is to stop them escaping until they have 
been checked. Basically we weigh them and sex them, 
before reversing the process of putting them back in the 
tube, bunging the end and replacing on the branch. Then 
remove the bung and slip quietly away.

Contd. pg 8
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Dormouse Surveying for the Uninitiated
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 Angela Price

Dormouse Tube
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often we come across 
wood mice who have 
nested in the tubes, 
their nests are just a 
collection of leaf debris 
from the woodland floor. 
Occasionally we find 
pigmy shrews. Of non-
mammalian residents, 
blue or great tits are the 
most frequent.

If you have proven status 
of dormice you may decide to use dormouse nest boxes. 
These are like back to front bird boxes with the hole at 
the back, next to the tree with access allowed by two 
strips of battening to hold the surface of the box off the 
tree.

These are checked by bunging the hole at the back and 
moving the lid to peep inside. If you suspect a nest, the 
box is taken off the tree and placed in the big plastic bag, 
the bung is removed, as is the lid, and you then examine 
the nest. Dormouse nests, if you remember are woven, 
so you poke a finger into the four corners and finally into 
the centre to see if there is a chamber.

Dormice may come scrambling out at any time, although 
sometimes a mother with babies may stay in the nest. 
The welfare of the dormouse is paramount and most 
experienced surveyors usually don’t disturb the nest any 
further hoping that she won’t desert or try to move them 
after the disturbance.

If dormice pop out in the bag, you catch them, weigh 
them and sex them, pop them back into their box, bung 
it and put it back on the tree removing the bung as you 

Contd. from pg 7

Dormouse Nest
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A Dormouse

go, or you could trap them inside and they’d starve. The 
other thing is, if you leave your bung in a box, when you 
check the next box, you have to go back and find it. It 
saves time if you haven’t lost it in the first place!

Wood mouse, pygmy shrew and blue tit regularly turn 
up in boxes as well and just to make it interesting, so do 
bats occasionally, as do tree bumblebees, and less good 
tempered, hornets.

As you can see, its great fun and we hold a series of 
checks during the season and we are negotiating with a 
couple more sites to monitor dormice, so opportunities 
are increasing for learning how to check for dormice. 
Numbers are limited and some places can be challenging 
for walking, but do think about coming out with us and 
check to see if we have places available. We do give 
instruction and enjoy seeing new faces, human as well as 
dormice.

Angela Price
Dormouse Section Leader
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Although we have had very few face-to-face hedgehog 
meetings and events this year, the hedgehog section 
continues to be very busy. An assignment of hedgehog 
medication for the rescues was ordered and distributed 
to the hedgehog rescues back in May. 

In May I was also able to meet up with Mariko, Angela 
and Sue in Sherborne to discuss Shaftesbury becoming 
a hedgehog friendly town. Since this meeting we have 
actually had Shaftesbury’s first hedgehog friendly 
public meeting on July 22nd. It was a couple of days 
after a group of people was allowed to meet inside for 
the first time. 

I have managed to meet with Sarah who has agreed 
to take over from Derek, our last hedgehog co-
ordinator for Swanage who had to move away. Kate, 
our Wareham and Sandford co-ordinator picked up her 
new map for Sandford (kindly provided by DERC). 

Sharon and Sheree have agreed to be the hedgehog 
co-ordinators for Beaminster. We had a poor start at 
Beaminster a few years ago so we are going to start 
the whole process again.  The first meeting is to be in 
September if everything goes according to plan. 

Then there was the terrible business in Hazelbury 
Bryan. We dashed up there, took photos and made 
various representations to the development company 
AJC Homes as well as writing articles for national and 
local newspapers. 

A visit was arranged to visit the owners of Parnham 
House who are very keen to develop a wildlife friendly 
habitat. Some areas of the garden were potential death 
traps for hedgehogs and these were discussed. As it is 
not known whether there are hedgehogs on site we 
will be training them in how to use footprint tunnels to 
enable them to get an idea if there are any at Parnham. 
In addition camera traps will probably be erected to 
support this work. 

Finally I met Mandy from Motcombe who has also 
agreed to be the DMG hedgehog co-ordinator for the 
village. 

So, as you can see, our hedgehog work rarely stands 
still and we have been exceptionally busy!

Susy Varndell DMG 
Hedgehog Section Leader

Hedgehog section
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For more than 5 years from 2015 to 2021, an unkempt 
grass verge just across the road from my cottage in 
Hazelbury Bryan provided a safe, perfect habitat for a 
number of our village hedgehogs.  An undisturbed place 
where hedgehogs could rest and sleep during the day, 
raise their young in spring and summer and hibernate 
during the winter.  

All this was to come to an abrupt and grisly end on the 
25th June 2021 when a large tractor with flail attachment 
drove onto the grass verge and in a matter of moments, 
chopped and shredded the long grass to ground level.  

After the tractor departed, it soon became apparent 
that it wasn’t just the grass that had been chopped 
and shredded.  Amongst the piles of cut grass, clearly 
visible were the body part remains and viscera of four or 

Hedgehog carnage in Hazelbury Bryan
more adult hedgehogs together with remains of hoglet 
casualties, no doubt from a female hedgehog nest with 
her young.  No checks of the grass verge for hedgehogs 
were made beforehand.
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Remains of two young hoglets
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This grass verge sits alongside a private road which had 
previously provided the vehicular access to Handley 
Cross Farm Foods, a small-scale, food storage business.  
When Handley Cross ceased trading in 2015, the whole 
site remained totally undisturbed for 5+ years, enabling 
nature to reclaim it during that time.  The site was 
eventually purchased in 2021 by the Poole based AJC 
Group for redevelopment/building 21 new homes.  

Shocked by the carnage inflicted from the grass cutting, 
I contacted Ben Peddie, AJC’s Construction Director and 
emailed him photos of the hedgehog body parts.  He 
confirmed that he had instructed a local countryside 
management company to cut the grass verge as ‘AJC had 
spent a lot of time and money locating, catching and 
rehoming protected schedule 5 species from the main 
field site and it was necessary to cut the grass verge at 
this point to prevent them coming back onto the site’.  
He said that AJC had bio diversity reports carried out 
by ecologists who had found no evidence of hedgehog 
activity on the site.  He apologised for the death of the 
hedgehogs. 

In response to AJC’s explanation, I find it difficult 
to understand why ecologists found no evidence of 
hedgehogs, when residents whose properties share the 
boundary of the site, see them regularly.  In the week 
following the hedgehog tractor deaths, 3 tiny orphaned 
hoglets were discovered along the boundary fencing 
at different times and are now being looked after by a 
hedgehog rescue carer.  Hedgehogs that visit my garden 
in search of food every night for the last number of years, 
come either from the site direction or go back towards 
the field site and grass verge afterwards.   

I suspect that the ecologist’s survey was of the main 
site only and did not include surveying the grass verge.  
I reach this conclusion because established hedgehog 
pathway ‘tunnels’ were clearly visible in the long 
grass before it was cut and so surely these signs of the 

presence of hedgehogs should have been obvious to an 
ecologist?  The reason given that the grass verge needed 
to be cut in order to stop wildlife returning to the field 
site again makes no sense, as cutting grass with a flail 
guarantees no living creature will remain alive, and I’m 
pretty sure that annihilation should not be considered an 
acceptable preventative solution to this problem. 

Sadly, we would be wrong in thinking that the Hazelbury 
Bryan hedgehog deaths are an isolated incident.  Exactly 
the same thing happened just 10 months ago in Wales on 
12th August 2020.  Search www.dailypost.co.uk Benllech 
‘Probe after developer kills hedgehogs with tractor in 
housing land clearance’.  

With the huge number of new houses due to be built in 
the near future, changes must really be made soon in 
order to prevent further hedgehog deaths happening 
again.  Once a new development site has been fenced off 
and gates locked, large areas of new housing land will be 
cleared and the outcome for hedgehogs will not always 
be as obvious as it was in Hazelbury Bryan.  

During the recent government debate regarding the 
petition to get hedgehogs’ greater protection in law 
by moving them from schedule 6 to schedule 5, the 
MP Chris Grayling made reference to the Hazelbury 
hedgehog deaths in his speech.  Let’s hope the 
amendment gets passed as it’s a step in the right 
direction.

In the meantime, what can be done to help developers, 
planners, building contractors, ecologists, and all 
operators of outdoor machinery (from strimmers to 
tractors), become more aware of the consequences 
of their actions when it comes to new housing and 
protecting our native hedgehogs? 

Hazel Hedley 
Hazelbury Bryan Hedgehog Co-ordinator

Blandford Hedgehog Group
With the help of Mary and Donna, Blandford Hedgehog 
Group created their own Facebook page earlier this year. 
It currently has 231 members and has proved to be a 
great success.  Mary then went on to create a FB page 
for Crossways Hedgehog Rescue (Karen Foster).  We 
decided as a group we would like to support Crossways 
in Karen’s endeavour to help and care for our hedgehogs.  
Crossways and Hamworthy are the two nearest HH 
Rescues to Blandford.  Our supporters are constantly 
providing us with donations of suitable hog food, 
newspapers and cash to help in the continuation of this 
care and many of our poorly hogs have been taken there.  
Often, with the number of donations and with Karen’s 
agreement, we have passed on some donations to 
Hamworthy Hedgehog Rescue.  We have also had some 
lovely ladies who have taken time to sew some lovely 

‘hog pockets’ which were give to the rescues.  We are so 
grateful and thankful for the continued support of these 
fantastic people.

It has been so great for me to welcome Mary on-board 
as a fellow co-ordinator for our Blandford group.  She 
has raised money for hedgehog signs, set up Zoom talk 
with DMG with her colleagues at work, which resulted in 
a £250 donation to DMG. Many thanks to Angela Price, 
chair, for giving this talk. 

In Blandford, Charlton Marshall and Spetisbury we’ve had 
a record number of recorded hedgehog road kills over 
the past 2 months.  Many have been sent to us through 
our FB page and Mary has been keeping a record and 
we’ve encouraged people to use the DMG Recording 
Form to keep an official record with DERC.  From 2nd 

http://www.dailypost.co.uk
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May – 7 July 2021 we had 33 road kills many of which we 
marked with a ‘ghost’ sign.  The number of deaths could 
be greater as these are just the ones reported back to us.  
It is a shame that some of our signs get misappropriated 
(or stolen) including one of our lovely new aluminium 
ones.  Mary sends these records to Susy and is also in 
touch with town councillor Byron Quayle with intent to 
officially get more ‘large’ hedgehog signs up on our busy 
roads.

Last year, through Karen Foster, I made contact with 
another lovely lady, Karen Waters, from Salisbury.  She 
and her husband started The Great Bustard project 
on Salisbury Plain and she has already donated 50 
aluminium ‘ghost’ hedgehog signs to our group which 
have been made by a friend of hers.  So our grateful 
thanks go out to all the ‘Wiltshire Hedgehog Enthusiasts’.  

Mary has now organised for Karen’s husband Dave to also 
give a talk to her work colleagues which will hopefully 
result in a donation of £250 to The Great Bustard Project.  
I was lucky enough to meet Fergus, a great bustard 
at Karen’s place when I collected the ‘ghost’ signs in 
early June.  We have now given 5 to Donna in Charlton 
Marshall, 5 to Sue in Spetisbury and 10 to Jo in Pimperne.  
Karen has now kindly arranged for 60 more signs to be 
made for us which we hope to be able to distribute to 
other DMG Hedgehog Friendly Villages.

On 12th April Mary and I presented Jenny Thompson, 
chairman of Blandford Environmental Trust (BET), a 
hedgehog house for Angus Wood, a wildlife haven in 
Blandford and Nicci Brown of Forum Focus magazine 
came and took photos and put a piece in their next issue. 

We then followed up with a second hog house on 11th 
May.  The hog houses were donated by Julian Rideout, 
Mary’s brother-in-law, and he had made them from 
recycled materials.  

We also presented Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
with one of these hedgehog houses on 25th May and 
Councillor Lynn Lyndsay, former mayor, came along 
to accept it, again photos were taken and an article 
appeared in The Blackmore Vale.  I was able to chat to 
Lynn about the devastation caused by the use of slug 
pellets, she was very interested and asked me to send 

her information on other preventative measures 
including nematodes.

On a sad note, I lost one of my visiting hogs to a 
badger attack early morning on 8th June, and I caught 
it all on my camera trap.  The weather had been 
very dry for weeks and the badger, a nursing mother 
judging by her teats, was obviously looking for food in 
order that she could feed her own cubs. 

On a good note my sister, Dawn - proprietor of The 
Curtain Cabin in Verwood, is now also supporting 
Crossways by donating a percentage of any sales from 
our group to Crossways.  She does all soft furnishings 
including curtains, cushions, masks, aprons etc and 

as long as people tell her they are supporting Crossways 
a donation will be made.  Her website is worth a look at 
and she has hedgehog and other animal fabrics.  

Denise Montague 
Blandford Hedgehog Coordinator 

Ghost Signs
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Wareham Hedgehogs
We had not been able to meet up during the pandemic 
and were all desperate to talk about hedgehogs so 
we decided it was time for a social get-together in our 
garden.  

The Wareham group was set up about three years 
ago but we were aware of a lot of hedgehog activity 
in Sandford.  We organised two social meetings and 
focussed the first one on our new contacts in Sandford 
while welcoming any of our Wareham based members 
who wished to join us.

Although the weather did not look promising, we 
fortunately all stayed dry and were very pleased with 
an attendance of twelve hedgehog lovers.  All of us had 
stories of our ‘own’ hogs and many of our group had 
photographs and video clips of antics in their gardens.  
We had a few sad stories but in the main it was clear that 
our hedgehogs have brought us a great deal of joy during 
the 18 months of lockdowns and periods of isolation.

One of the new members brought along “Hedgehog 
Highway” signs for us all to take away for our gardens.  
Karen proved to be a very valuable addition to our group 
because she also brought some delicious scones, jam and 
cream!

Our second meeting was for our existing Wareham 
members and we had another attendance of ten 
members of our group.  Again, there was lively discussion 
of all matters hedgehog and we discovered that 
hedgehog lovers also like red wine and, in particular, 
Malbec.  The weather was almost kind to us but the 
hardy few did have to retreat indoors as a light shower 
arrived.

We took a collection at both meetings and were able 
to pass on a donation of £110 to Tracey in Hamworthy 
Hedgehog Rescue to help in all the fantastic work that 
she does.  Several of our group unfortunately had to take 
hogs to her over the past year or so and many have been 
returned to us safe and sound and in much better health 
than when we last saw them.  However, there are some 
less happy stories but it helps to remind us of some of 
the dangers hedgehogs face and that we can highlight 
the plight of the hedgehog to the wider population of 
Wareham and Sandford.

Kate Brailsford 
Hedgehog Co-ordinator Wareham & Sandford

Mammal Quiz 
Answers

Non-native species and where 
they came from:

Species Country of Origin
Grey Squirrel North America

Edible dormouse Central Europe

House mouse Middle East

Brown rat Central Asia

Rabbit Iberian Peninsula

Brown hare Netherlands

Mink North America

Sika deer Japan

Fallow deer East Mediterranean

Reve’s muntjac China

Water deer China
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As summer has finally arrived, it’s great to have the 
longer daylight hours to see the wonderful wildlife 
around us.  It’s also a time when building and grounds 
works increases.  This sees issues around bat roosts 
being exploited and, with new housing developments 
being built, more and more of our natural habitats are 
disappearing or corridors used by our small mammals 
being taken away.  Whilst this can have its positive 
side, without the required licence or ecologist report 
any work could prove detrimental and can actually 
be illegal. Natural wildlife crime trends change, there 
appears to be a decrease in raptor crime and of course 
as/when the fishing season changes less illegal fishing, 
but with more kids out on holiday a slight rise in 
reports of animals/birds being targeted by catapults – 
very much a boy thing, as is most wildlife crime. 

That does not mean our criminals stop, indeed they 
have more time to look for items not tied down or 
locked and the current favourite is catalytic converters 
or “Cats” from underneath cars – the main vehicle of 
choice being Honda Jazz.  It takes minutes for these 
to be cut out using a disc cutter where the cunning 
criminal will then sell on for about £100 a go.  There 
is no pattern to the thieves’ actions so catching them 
is difficult, but not impossible. For more information 
on how to lower the risks to you as a car owner please 
check our Dorset Police website. 

Although a problem all year round, we do see a marked 
increase during summer of livestock worrying.  Quite 
often because visitors attracted to our fine county are 
not too clued up about keeping ‘Fido’ on a lead when 
near to, or walking by, sheep.  It costs farmers a lot of 
money when livestock get injured or killed and often 
the owner of ‘Fido’ the pet Labrador will state, “It’s 
never happened before”.

Cats and chickens
Throughout the year people contact us with 
information and intelligence, we retain this, 
corroborate it and where possible progress it into 
something.  Recently a warrant was executed around 
reports of cock-fighting.  Fortunately this practice is 
rare, in fact in my time as a WCO, I know of only 2 
incidents and, like most reports of animal fighting (all 
illegal), it is practised by certain elements of society as 
part of a historical tradition. A lot of money is changing 
hands with little or no consideration for the animals’ 
welfare.

Lastly, as we have established, summer is here (well 
at least for a week) – a reminder about dogs in cars, 
simple advice, don’t do it – even cracking the windows 
an inch will have no effect and within 10 minutes the 
dog could be dead.

•	 If you see anything suspicious, such as persons 
loitering near a neighbour’s car, call us. 

•	 If you see works in progress, check the planning and 
if you believe something is amiss contact the local 
authority as well as us. 

•	 If you are out and see a loose or uncontrolled dog, 
speak to the owner and or call us (but don’t get 
into any confrontation) – equally if you are aware or 
know of any illegal activity involving animals let us 
know. 

•	 Finally if you have a real concern about the welfare 
of a dog in a vehicle, call us immediately on 999. 
(Not the RSPCA)

PC Rob Hammond

If you have any interesting photographs of Dorset wild mammals why not 
share them with other members? You can submit them for inclusion on 
the DMG website or the Dorset Mammal Group’s newsletter. They must be 
of wild mammals, not captive, and have been taken in this county. Camera 
trap recordings are acceptable. The photographs should be in jpeg format. 
Camera trap pictures are welcome. If you have any you would like to 
submit any for consideration please send them to:

records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Of course you are free, indeed encouraged, to upload interesting mammal 
photographs or video recordings directly on to the Dorset Mammal Group 
Facebook page.

Steve Kourik

Photographs and Videos
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Dorset Wildlife Trust 
Enclosed Beaver Project update 

The pair of Eurasian beavers Castor fiber introduced to the site back in 
February have continued to settle in nicely and have now constructed a 
total of three dams.  

The beavers, semi aquatic rodents, have engineered these leaky woody 
structures to slow water, creating deep pools in which they feel safe.  

The dams, consisting of felled willow, herbaceous vegetation, rocks, and 
sediment, have already created a mosaic of wetland habitat, including an 
increasing amount of valuable wet woodland.  

Scientific monitoring of this project site is ongoing, investigating the 
impacts that beavers can have on their environment.

Steve Oliver 
DWT Beaver Project Officer
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Natural Environment Team
Occasionally NET are alerted of potential wildlife 
crimes by the eagle-eyed Dorset residents and our 
team has to put on the old deer-stalker and take a turn 
at being detectives.  Most often the concerns can be 
easily soothed as we’re able to confirm everything’s in 
place, ecologists have been on site supervising works 
and mitigation is in place and secured by the planning 
application.  But, unfortunately, we’ve seen a few 
cases recently where plans have been in place but not 
followed, resulting in the potential for a wildlife crime to 
be committed. 

This leads us into interesting territory and we’ve been 
working with the Wildlife Crime Officers and Natural 
England on two cases of removal of a dormouse 
hedgerow and destruction of a bat roost.  Both cases 
are linked to planning applications, had the necessary 
surveys, a conditioned Biodiversity Plan and both 
indicated that a licence from NE was required, with 
one having that licence in place.  So far so good, but 
circumstances can change and a change of ecological 
consultant resulted in the hedgerow being removed 
without the correct methodology being followed for 
dormice. The bright side of this is that, like the two 
above, the majority of these cases are on sites which are 
already known to us, they’ve got a planning application 
and a Biodiversity Plan and may be going for licences, 
which gives us the hooks to investigate and try to rectify 
the situation with the help of the Police and NE.

If you’re ever concerned and want to report a potential 
wildlife crime, these are our top tips:

•	 Evidence is key - the more recent and detailed the 
better.

•	 Call 101 if you believe an offence is happening at the 
time.

•	 If you are concerned that an offence has occurred you 
can either send an email to 101@dorset.pnn.police.uk 
or visit the website www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online 

•	 Check the planning portal - often the works will 
have an approved Biodiversity Plan they should be 
adhering to and a survey which will provide details of 
the mitigation measures that must be followed.

From Philippa . . .
  on joining the team!
Since the last NET update in the DMG newsletter there 
has been yet another new addition to the team. My 
name’s Philippa Crooke and I joined as a Biodiversity 
Technical Officer back in March focussing on the work 
of the Dorset Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol.  What a 
mouthful! 

My background is in countryside management and 
conservation and I have worked on a number of country 
parks and national nature reserves around the country. 

My family and I moved to Yeovil just over 4 years ago to 
be closer to the amazing wildlife, habitats and scenery 
of South Somerset and North Dorset. I have to say it was 
a great move and we haven’t looked back since.  I have 
found the team amazingly supportive and have settled 
in really quickly and am now well immersed in planning 
applications and Biodiversity Plans.  

There’s been a considerable learning curve as always with 
a new job but I am surrounded by such a knowledgeable 
team and opportunities to learn through surveys and 
training that I have found my feet quickly.  I am looking 
forward to getting involved in all aspects of the team’s 
work and, hopefully, getting out to support local groups 
with surveys and meet the great people behind them.  

Latest from Ali on bridge surveys 
this year . . . 
NET carry out protected species surveys including water 
vole, otter, bats, nesting birds and crayfish ahead of 
bridge repair and maintenance work that is carried out 
by DC Bridge Engineers. 

The team has surveyed for water vole, otter, bats and 
birds at Wool bridge on the River Frome,  ahead of work 
that is being carried out now to repair the inverts and 
abutments of the grade II listed structure involving water 
drawn down by installing a temporary dam. 

There are records of water vole on the stretch of river 
and suitable habitat along the bank.  Burrows were 
found earlier in the year so habitat degradation work 
was carried out under a CL31 Water Vole Displacement 
Licence and outside of nesting bird season to encourage 
water voles to move off the site. This has been 
maintained short and not suitable for water voles and 
birds until and during the works.  Bank-side habitat will 
be enhanced downstream by removing scrub habitat to 
create habitat for water voles as a mitigation measure.  
As the site is also a SSSI, assent was obtained from 
Natural England for the vegetation clearance. 

There were suitable gaps and cracks for crevice-dwelling 
bats under the arches of the bridge and records of bats in 
the area so the team carried out two activity emergence 
surveys to see if bats were using the bridge as a roost. 
No emergence was observed, though common and sop 
pips were recorded feeding above the water.  Pre-works 
checks will be carried out before any gaps suitable for 
bats are repaired and a bat box will be installed as a 
mitigation measure. 

mailto:101%40dorset.pnn.police.uk%20?subject=
http://www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online
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Dorset Mammal Group
Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Vacancy

Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2021
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Vacancy secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

Newsletter deadlines for 2021
December newsletter deadline: 15th November

As the Dorset Mammal Group enters a new and exciting phase as a Registered Charity (subject to 
the vote of the membership) we are looking for an enthusiastic and organised person to join the 
committee as secretary.  Could you be that person?

The role provides important continuity for the charity but is not onerous.  

Tasks include:

•	 Take and type up minutes for Committee meetings (6 per year)
•	 Draft agendas in consultation with the Committee
•	 Circulate meeting papers to the Committee 
•	 Book meeting venues
•	 Prepare and circulate papers for the AGM 
•	 Take minutes/record attendance at the AGM
•	 Deal with DMG’s insurance policy
•	 Receive general enquiries via the website and respond/forward to the appropriate trustee as 

required

We’d love to hear from you if you are interested in joining the Committee and taking on this 
central role.  

Contact: 
     Angela Price, Chairperson at chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Could YOU be DMG’s next Secretary?

https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/
mailto:chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk
mailto:treasurer%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
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