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News & Views
April 2021

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Finally, there may be some light at the end of that very 
long tunnel and in a couple of months, we may, at 
last, be able to get out and about with our friends and 
relations and we may be allowed to run field trips for 
our long-suffering members. I do hope so.

I keep saying how busy we’ve all been, and it really 
is the truth. In case you hadn’t heard, the Dorset 
Mammal Atlas is up and running and accessible from 
the website. My thanks to everyone who helped, 
especially Colin for the use of many of his photos, 
to Steve for doing some of the species descriptions, 
Tom Brereton for the marine life section, Alison and 
Carolyn at Derc for the maps, Nick for the bat data 
and several others who all helped. Essentially, the 
fact that we have an atlas is because Mike Lowing 
put in a herculean task in putting it all together 
and making it work on the website. A thank you 
for that seems inadequate, so on everyone’s behalf 
we, the committee, awarded Mike an honorary life 
membership in recognition of his contribution.

The website is beginning to take shape again and for 
that, we thank Steve Richmond. You will have received 
notice of the AGM, which we’re doing by Zoom to try 
and stay within the guidelines for running the group. 
If you could let us know if you are attending, it would 
be useful or apologies. The information required for 
voting is in the notices we sent out.

Something which has taken a lot of time and effort, 
especially from Jo and Diana, was redrafting the 
constitution so that we can apply to the Charity 

Commission to become a CIO or Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation, which will give us a charity 
number and allow us to apply for grants and other 
funding. We have spent many hours thrashing this out 
and would be grateful if you’d all vote to accept the 
constitution so we can move on to the next stage of 
our development as an organisation.

Two or more years ago, when I was elected chair, I 
said I wanted to see us as a registered charity and also 
to see the mammal atlas published. We are nearly 
there and I am so pleased with all the hard work 
the committee has given to make it happen. I hope 
you are all pleased too, if so please re-elect us and 
remember we have two vacancies on the committee, 
so if you think you could improve things, you know 
what to do.

I hope to speak with you at the AGM on Friday 26th 
March at 7.30 pm. Thank you all for supporting us 
since the last AGM, and I thank my hardworking 
committee and Colin and Susy for publishing the 
newsletter and I look forward to working with you 
all again, hopefully with some field trips, talking 
of which, I’m grateful to Ken, Ian, and Susy for 
leading the species sections, ie Otters, Badgers and 
hedgehogs respectively, I lead the dormouse one. 
May this spring enable us to get out and about and 
doing things, and please remember to send your 
records of mammal sighting to Steve Kourik our long-
suffering recorder, who loves to receive them.

Angela Price 

The view from the Chair

Dorset Mammal Group Members’ 
Facebook Page

Anyone with an interest in mammals can join and post photos and videos of mammals, 
share experiences, ask questions or seek advice on mammal related matters. This site 
can also be used as a means for of us to advertise events to members and, hopefully, 
encourage others to join the DMG.  Just search Dorset Mammal Group Members Page.

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
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I sincerely hope that one day I will be able to write a 
positive, upbeat article about badgers but, I’m sorry to 
say, that won’t be today.

Quite a few people contacted me after the 
Government’s latest announcement concerning cull 
policy to say how good it was that the culls were 
ending. Unfortunately, they had been taken in by the 
classic politician’s weasel thinking (which is a bit of an 
insult to weasels).

What the Government actually said was: there will be 
no new cull zones after 2022. This needs to be looked 
at more closely.

Ten new licences were issued in 2020 and already there 
are applications for thirteen new licences in 2021. At this 
rate it would not be unreasonable to expect a similar 
figure in 2022 so a conservative estimate would be that 
another twenty licenses will be issued in the next two 
culling years.

To give an idea of what this means, Dorset is covered by 
just 5 cull licences. Admittedly, we are a small county 
but it is not unreasonable to say that another twenty 
or so cull licences means additional culling over an area 
equivalent to at least a couple of counties.

The Badger Culls

What the latest plan does not say is that all “high risk” 
areas are already being culled and that last year the 
Government began issuing licences for the  “low risk” 
areas. So, in two years time there will be nowhere left to 
cull. No big deal then that new licences will not be issued 
beyond 2022.

It should also be remembered that supplementary culling 
continues beyond the first four years for, we are led to 
believe, a further five years, so it appears that culling 
may be still be happening somewhere in the country in 
2034.

I was contacted recently by Jeremy King who had 
a box of old ‘Dorset Badger Group’ literature in 
need of a new home. Jeremy was a member of 
the Dorset Badger Group which subsequently 
amalgamated with the ‘Dorset Otter Group’ to 
become The Dorset Mammal Group.

Amongst the literature were some old newsletters 
which contain many interesting and informative 
articles most of which are still highly relevant 
today. One that particularly caught my eye was 
an article about badger ‘day nests’ written my 
predecessor at the DMG Badger Desk, Elizabeth 
James.

Only a few months ago I had taken part in a Zoom 
briefing presented by Michael McCaskill, a Masters 
Student at the University of Glasgow who had 
carried out research into badger ‘day nests’. By first 

Ian Mortimer 
DMG Badger section

identifying a number of such nests and then monitoring 
activity at the nests, with the aid of 24 hour cameras, 
Michael was able to observe both the frequency and 
time of use.

What the research revealed was that badgers very 
rarely use the nests by day but do use them frequently 
at night. It seems that because we have seen badgers 
in a nest by day, but not at night (presumably because 
until now no-one has put cameras on the nests at 
night), we have assumed they are ‘day nests’.

It would be good to see the research repeated 
elsewhere but, although badgers in different 
population densities may behave very differently, there 
is little reason to doubt that these results would be 
repeated and the consensus is that ‘badger day nests’ 
will now be referred to as simply, ‘badger nests’.

A New Bit of Science
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Due to the ongoing concerns of the 
Pandemic this April will pass by once again 
without the two-day Otter Survey being 
undertaken. We all need to keep ourselves 
and others safe.

2020 was a difficult year for us all, 
and 2021 seems to be following in its 
footsteps. Nevertheless, Otter Spotters 
and Wildlife Observers have been out and 
about on their local patches recording all 
their sightings during their daily exercise 
breaks.

The Group who usually patrol the Lower 
Stour have continued to forward their Otter sightings and 
have passed the data on to me enabling a graph to be 
formulated. 

I would like to sincerely thank all those who have 
continued to record their sightings in all weathers to help 
us keep in touch with our local Otter families.

(See Graphs below and on page ?)  

Otter Update

Obviously, the rest of 2021 activities of which we were 
hoping to do a Coastal Survey this year and of course our 
usual survey in the Autumn will be under review.

We will of course notify Members as soon as possible 
if these events can go ahead later this year. Meanwhile 
I wish you all good health, take care, and happy Otter 
spotting. 

Ken  Hutchinson  
DMG Otter Co-ordinator
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Mammal Quiz
Below is a random list of the scientific names of some of the 
mammals found in Dorset or off our coast, do you know the 
corresponding English names? 

Answers on page 12.

                          Steve Kourik

Apodemus sylvaticus Muntiacus reevesi

Oryctolagus cuniculus Sorex araneus

Nyctalus leisleri Capreolus capreolus

Phoca vitulina Martes Martes

Talpa europaea Sciurus vulgaris

Meles meles Apodemus flavicollis

Vulpes vulpes Erinaceus europaeus

Arvicola amphibious Delphinus delphis
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Hedgehog update

Although the hedgehog section of the DMG has been a 
lot quieter in the last few months there has still been a 
lot of background activity going on.

The Dorset Mammal Group Hedgehog Conference has 
been rescheduled (hopefully for the last time, fourth 
time lucky!) to 18th September 2021 when hopefully 
virtually all restrictions will be lifted. Hugh and Nigel, our 
main speakers, are still able to attend so the programme 
should remain as planned. If you are someone who has 
kindly offered to help in some way you will be receiving 
an email in the next few days 
alerting you to the new date. 
It will be so exciting to have a 
national hedgehog conference 
here in Dorset as well as being 
able to meet people again! If 
you haven’t already got your 
ticket then don’t delay, this is 
going to be a very sought-after 
event.

Get your ticket here:

Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/the-dorset-hedgehog-conference-
tickets-79701925605

The DMG hedgehog hospital Crowdfunding page 
reached its time limit and so it has now closed. 
The final amount that has been transferred to 
the DMG hedgehog section is £4,254.27. Once 
we are all back up and running properly again 
we will aim to open another page and promote 
it much more widely. Alison, our hedgehog 
co-ordinator for Corscombe, set this up and 

managed it. A massive thank you to Alison for all her 
work and help on this.

Once restrictions are lifted the hedgehog section is 
keen to return to delivering the hedgehog friendly town 
and village programme. Sturminster Newton, Wool and 
Bovington and Dewlish are next on the role-out. Are 
there any other villages out there eager to join the ever 
growing list of hedgehog friendly Dorset towns and 
villages?

Susy Varndell 
Hedgehog Section

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-dorset-hedgehog-conference-tickets-79701925605
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-dorset-hedgehog-conference-tickets-79701925605
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-dorset-hedgehog-conference-tickets-79701925605
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Like many of our members my garden is visited by 
grey squirrels, usually only one but occasionally 
I have had up to three of them bickering and 
squabbling with each other as they spring and 
leap from tree to tree in gravity-defying bounds. 
My relationship with them is at best ambivalent, 
at its worst, I became hostile when I found 
various bird feeders chewed up or knocked off 
their hooks by the action of that introduced 
American pest, Sciurus carolinensis the grey 
squirrel. I tolerated them eating the fallen seeds 
along with blackbirds and wood pigeons but not 
the birdfeeders.

One afternoon in August last year I glanced out 
of my window and watched a squirrel on the 
ground under the bird feeders, sitting beside 
some spelt wheat Triticum spelta, which had 
grown from seeds the birds had dropped. I 
presumed it was feeding on dropped seed but to 
my surprise it was deliberately taking the seeds 
from the stalks of the wheat, nibbling carefully 
at the stalks it pulled down to its mouth. I know 
greys will feed more happily on the ground than 
its native cousin, the red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris, 
but I’d not seen them picking seeds from grasses. 

Squirrel Harvest

I rushed to get my camera and did take a photo 
but the squirrel simply sat eating its harvest 
without picking any more.

Intrigued by this new, to me, behaviour I did a 
literature search on squirrels eating grains in 
fields and found only one paper which mentioned 
this, although various information sheets include 
corn and wheat amongst the dietary items of 
grey squirrels. Many mammals are opportunist 
feeders, in fact in an evolutionary sense, the 
broader the diet or habitat, the greater the 
survival rate because specialist feeders or niche 
habitat species are most affected by a sudden 
change to either food sources or habitat. They 
tend to become extinct much more quickly than 
generalists.

So what did I witness in my garden in August? A 
clever and adaptable animal utilising a novel food 
source while it was available. In the Isle of Wight, 
they find dormice in bird feeders. In my garden 
in Dorchester, I find squirrels eating almost 
anything.

Angela Price
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These surveys are open to Dorset 
Mammal Group members only.
Sat 24th April Thorncombe
Sat 1st May Netherbury
Sat 19th June Thorncombe
Sat 21st August Thorncombe
Sat 16th October Netherbury 
Sat 23rd October Thorncombe

 These sites are part of the PTES’ National Dormouse 
Monitoring Programme and all the survey results are 
sent to them.

Please email dormice@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk if 
you wish to attend. 

•	 We restrict the number of people on these checks to 
six. 

•	 If too many people sign up, a waiting list is created. 

•	 If you sign up and then find you cannot attend it is 
important that you let us know so that we can let 
someone on the waiting list take up the vacant place. 

•	 If the weather is inclement the survey may be called 
off. 

•	 The time and joining instructions for each survey will 
be sent out to those who sign up. 

We are hoping there will be two more sites to survey and 
will confirm once these are agreed.

Dormouse Survey Dates

Please remember we are still at the vagaries of anti-
Covid legislation and could be cancelled at short 
notice. Numbers are restricted to 6 persons in total 
(including the leader), this could be altered by changes 
to legislation or Dorset Council policies; Thorncombe is a 
Council owned property.

Attendees will be expected to practise whatever 
requirements are necessary for social distancing - 
currently 2 metres. Attendees will also be required to 
provide their own PPE ie face mask, gloves and hand 
sanitiser. This is to protect the dormice from human 
borne Covid and meets with PTES guidelines.

For further information contact Angela at 
angelaprice75@hotmail.com, or 
Chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk or 
via the dormouse section on the website.

Angela Price 
Dormouse Section

We are not receiving as many reports of mammal 
sightings as usual, presumably because of the 
lockdown though garden sightings are, unsurprisingly, 
higher than usual. A lot of these sightings are from 
the use of camera traps. Many of our members now 
use these cameras but with mixed success so it is our 
intention to run another camera trap workshop once 
we are able to meet up together again. We will cover 
various topics such as: what camera should I get, what 
are the best settings to use,  how do I copy and/or save 
my pictures or video, where should I locate the camera 
and what bait, if any, should I use.  

Submitting your mammal sightings can be done via 
the Mammal Recording Form accessible via the Dorset 
Mammal Group web site, directly on to Living Record 
if you have joined the scheme which is run by Dorset 
Environmental Record Centre, or by sending the details 
by email to: records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk.

Mammal Recording

The information required is:

WHAT mammal you saw

WHERE you saw it (grid reference or address including 
post code ) or What3Words from the location app 
that you can download for free to your smartphone or 
tablet.

WHEN date and time when seen.
Steve Kourik 

County Mammal Recorder

mailto:dormice%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
mailto:angelaprice75%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Chair%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%20?subject=
mailto:records%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
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I started a Facebook group in August 2020 because 
we could not organise an introductory meeting in 
Sturminster with Susy and Colin Varndell due to Covid 
restrictions. Today we have 135 members interested 
in trying to help and preserve hedgehogs by making 
gardens/parks and green spaces friendly and safe for 
them. Also creating highways or 5" holes so that hogs 
can travel between gardens in their search for mates and 
foraging.

Sadly between September and November 2020 I 
recorded 21 hog road kills in the area around and along 
Manston Road in Sturminster Newton. Worried about 
the impact these numbers would have on breeding 
hedgehogs in Spring 2021 I determined to try something 
new.

I had, very briefly, met a Sturminster Town Councillor 
called Carole Jones some time ago.  I phoned her and 
explained my concern for the survival of Sturminster 
hogs which were being run over by vehicles and 
suggested raising awareness by, may be, installing 
a speed camera on Manston Road where there is 
definitely a large hedgehog population. As luck would 
have it Carole had been trying to get the Town Council 
to consider some sort of speed control on Sturminster 
roads. Carole is an amazing lady who gets things done 
in Sturminster Newton!  My concern and recording of 
hedgehog road kills (data sent to Dorset Environmental 
Records Centre to advance the cause of the Dorset 
Mammal Atlas) was just the ammunition she needed.

So here we are in March 2021; the Town Council has 
purchased a solar-powered Speed Indicator Device and 
three posts to be used on three roads in Sturminster 
Newton. Apparently this device will have more impact 
on raising drivers' awareness of speed if it is moved 
every two weeks.

I contacted the Finance Officer, Kate Squire who is 
passionate about hedgehogs and suggested that 
we need some hedgehog road signs to go with the 
speed indicator device. I thought back-to-back signs 
attached to the posts would be best.  She has worked 
some magic of her own!  A Planning Committee met, 
The Town Council agreed, contact was made with the 
company that usually makes their signs, a supplier was 
sourced, the Council kindly donated £120, Kate raised 
£120 and we both topped up the rest. So in a week or 

so we should have eight rectangular signs with a red 
triangle and a black hedgehog silhouette similar to the 
ones designed by the Department of Transport.  As 
Sturminster owns the posts on which the speed device 
will sit there are no highway problems it seems. The two 
remaining signs will be positioned in the town. 

Striking while the iron was hot, I suggested we round 
all this off with another sign declaring Sturminster a 
'Hedgehog Friendly Town'. The sign would also inform 
folk about the eight hedgehog signs they might see 
around the town.  We await the Town Council's decision 
on this. Fingers crossed!

There are 30 towns and villages signed up to this Dorset 
initiative where the Dorset Mammal Group are trying, 
with Susy Varndell in the lead, to help preserve the 
friendly garden hedgehog from extinction.

We are steaming ahead while others are coming on 
board.   

Shirley Tweedie
Hedgehog Co-ordinator - Sturminster Newton

Sturminster Newton - 
Hedgehog Friendly Town

What an amazing job Shirley is doing in 
Sturminster Newton. Here she tells what 
she has achieved so far. We can’t wait to 
have the first hedgehog friendly meeting in 
Sturminster.
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If you have been put off feeding your visiting hogs 
because of cats stealing the food, I know how you feel. 
After several different designs we came up with a box 
with a partition just after the entrance.  Cats seem to 
dislike this design.

Our previous station was vandalised by cats.

Number 1 Original Design: Using a plastic box with an 
entrance hole cut in the end.  No problem for a cat as 
the hole was too large. Eventually caught several cats 
queuing up for their share, so to speak.

Number 2 Design:  Made hole smaller - not small 
enough. Our Night camera caught a hedgehog in the box 
with a cat.  Hedgehog got the last laugh as he sat on the 
plate of food.

Cat proof hedgehog feeding box
Number 3 Design:  Smaller hole again - cat tipped the box 
over using its head, even with a large brick on the top.

Number 4 Design: We were not going to give up. My 
husband built a wooden box with a chicane, fortunately 
this has stopped cats from entering.  I think our original 
prototype had a long entrance tunnel, which as it turned 
out, was a bit over the top.

 I hope the design below will help deter visiting cats or 
your own pets who think they can never have enough 
food and stolen goods taste even better.

Jo Williams Hedgehog 
Co-ordinator Staughton Caundle
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The Covid pandemic has seen a spike in reports of 
fly-tipping nationally and poaching is still rife in many 
parts of Dorset especially in areas where Brown Hare 
reside. I have been on patrols with our RCT to try to stem 
these activities and to provide reassurance to our rural 
communities who suffer at the hands of these persons. 

Another emerging problem is the theft of valuables from 
cars parked in our many beauty spots. This again on 
the back end of Lockdown where people travel locally 
or further afield to get some fresh air and exercise. For 
me this means roving about hoping to catch the people 
dumping waste. Searching for suspicious persons and 
vehicles up to no good near fields and patrolling beauty 
spots to engage with visitors, give crime prevention 
advice (Covid fines if relevant) - and see all is safe. 
With these three aspects of my daily work one thing 
appears to be a common denominator, that the persons 
responsible are likely to be the same in all three cases. 
Although this is not certain, over twenty years of policing 
experience does add some credence to my claim. 

For us its like catching ‘willow the wisp’; these characters 
know the areas very well, and our presence is limited by 
numbers and other policing priorities. We do have some 
success, and often make our own luck but with good calls 
from the public, ongoing partnership working, we work 
hard to catch these persons or disrupt their activities.

For you this means being aware, knowing what to ask, 
who to contact and being alert and staying safe.

Rural Police Update

Fly-tipping is often done by unscrupulous persons after 
quick money, happy to dump your waste which if found 
to have a link to you, means you will be held responsible. 
Not only does the waste look unsightly but is sometimes 
a hazard to our health and that of our animals and 
wildlife. 

Our Brown Hare population is declining, it should be a 
concern to us all and why people think it’s acceptable to 
let lurchers (and similar) loose to chase and kill them is 
beyond me.

If you are going out to exercise, ideally it’s from home, 
but if you do drive somewhere nice, don’t leave valuables 
on show.

What can you do: 

•	 Check any potential trader’s Waste Licence. Get their 
full details including vehicle. 

•	 If its too cheap there could be a reason, so get a 
couple of quotes. 

•	 If you see an area of fly-tipping contact the council via 
online.

•	 If you see suspicious persons in fields with dogs, or 
persons with dogs chasing animals – call us. If you 
have useful information such as a registration number 
make sure it’s given, but don’t put yourself at risk.

•	 As mentioned, keep your valuables safely out of sight, 
and if you see someone loitering around or acting 
suspicious, call us.

PC Rob Hammond
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It was a strange winter in the attic; three dead bank 
voles and a wood mouse that wouldn’t go into a trap.

At the first sounds of rustling from above I put two 
modern, “humane” traps, both baited with peanuts, in 
previously successful, trapping places. I was horrified 
the next morning to find two dead bank voles in one 
trap. In years of humane trapping, and tens of mice and 
bank voles, this had never happened before. And, of 
course, my trail camera was on the other trap.

At first I questioned myself; had I missed a morning and 
not checked the traps but, as a safety measure, I always 
put an object in an obvious but out of context place 
to alert me that something has yet to be done. On 
this occasion an old boater on the banister. Confident, 
therefore, that this was a one-off I set the traps again.

The next morning was only slightly better. One dead 
bank vole and a very agitated wood mouse, both in the 
same trap. Both went into the garden; the vole as food 
for the badgers and the mouse into a wood pile (when 
I have two or more of the same species I take them to a 
disused farm over a mile away).

What was happening? Was the mouse killing the voles? 
If so, it had escaped from the trap on the first night 

but it wouldn’t be the first time that has happened. I 
couldn’t think of anything else but I have now added 
water to the traps (in upturned jar lids) in case they 
were dying of dehydration.

For the rest of winter I only trapped three more voles 
all, fortunately, alive. Two were in a trap together and 
were released over a mile away at “Cold Comfort Farm” 
and the third was released in the garden.

The wood mouse was back the next night but despite 
showing interest in the peanuts it would not go into 
either trap. Even when I introduced a much older and 
much preferred (but still humane) trap it refused to 
be caught. It did, however, collect loft insulation and 
install it around one of the metal traps. Every morning 
I moved the insulation away from the trap and every 
night the mouse moved it back again. 

Some have suggested it might be nest building but I 
think it is attempting to cache the peanuts. At the time 
of writing the mouse is still there every night but it is 
now fed-up with the insulation game and after a sniff 
at the peanuts it runs off elsewhere.

Winter in the Attic

Addendum to Winter in the Attic
It got worse! Three days after I wrote the article above I found another 
dead body.

I couldn’t see anything in the trap, even when looking along the tunnels, 
but when I tried to exercise the door mechanism one was clearly blocked. 
A quick shake of the trap and a tail popped into view.

I took the trap outdoors and opened it on top of a bird table. I pulled the 
tail and out came a dead “common shrew”. This has happened before but 
only once. Four years ago I had two dead shrews in the same trap on the 
same night.

Shrews have to eat between 80-90% of their own body weight every day 
to survive and won’t survive for more than 4 hours without food and, 
presumably, water. But they don’t eat peanuts so, why do they go into 
the traps? Perhaps looking for nesting sites or perhaps just idle curiosity. I 
left the shrew on the bird table and 2 minutes later it was gone, only the 
rooks and jackdaws had been down!

In 27 years I have now unintentionally killed six animals in the attic, four 
of them this year. My traps now have peanuts, water and meal worms (for 
the shrews). I’m thinking of adding saunas and a gymnasium next!

PS. I did finally catch ‘super mouse’. Unfortunately, it was a miserable, wet 
morning and I couldn’t be bothered taking him/her to Cold Comfort 
Farm so he/she was released into a wood pile in the garden and will 
almost certainly be back in the attic by now.

 The attic camera missed all this because it was downstairs waiting for 
new batteries, sods law!
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A Note on Traps
The only positive I see in the modern, metal traps is 
that they are effectively all in one piece.

On the negative side, however, there are several 
problems. To begin with, they are noisy. Mice or voles 
trying to escape rattle the doors and light sleepers, like 
me, are kept awake. 

In addition, the doors can be easily jammed by a stray 
peanut and I have also known mice take loft insulation 
into the trap, thereby jamming the doors open so that 
they can come and go at will. 

It is also possible for mice, but especially voles, to 
hide from view in the entrance tunnels so it becomes 

necessary to open the trap to see if it is occupied. 
And, finally, they have to be stored over summer with 
the lid open (so as not to trap unintentionally) which 
makes it difficult to store one on top of another.

On the other hand, the old wooden/metal trap has no 
moving parts to rattle, no doors to jam and nowhere 
for the occupants to hide. And, by putting the top on 
backwards, thereby allowing free entry and exit, they 
can be stored as they are.

If members have any ideas about the use of humane 
traps, or experiences in using them, please let us know 
and these could be published in future editions.

Ian Mortimer

Apodemus sylvaticus Wood Mouse Muntiacus reevesi Reeves’ Muntjac (deer)

Oryctolagus cuniculus Rabbit Sorex araneus Common Shrew

Nyctalus leisleri Leisler’s Bat Capreolus capreolus Roe deer 

Phoca vitulina Common Seal Martes Martes Pine Marten

Talpa europaea Mole Sciurus vulgaris Red Squirrel

Meles meles Badger Apodemus flavicollis Yellow-necked Mouse

Vulpes vulpes Fox Erinaceus europaeus Hedgehog

Arvicola amphibious Water Vole Delphinus delphis Short-beaked Common Dolphin

Mammal Quiz Answers

Send us your wildlife stories!
As a DMG member, please feel free to contribute articles, 
anecdotes, photographs, sightings, records, queries 
or anything else mammal/wildlife orientated to the 
newsletter. Until now, we have relied heavily upon DMG 
committee members to produce the bulk of content for 
each issue, but it would be more inclusive if members 

became active correspondents too. If you have anything 
you might think would be of interest to members for 
any future issues, or if you have queries concerning 
guidelines for contributions, make contact by email to 
colin_varndell@hotmail.com. 

Ed.

From page 4 

mailto:colin_varndell%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Lucky shot!
I took the photo of the fox running in 
1998 whilst working on a project with 
the BBC Natural History Unit. They 
were making the series ‘Living Britain’ 
as their flagship millennium project. I 
was employed as a freelance to take still 
photos for the series promotion and for the coffee table 
book of the same name. 

I was sitting in a ditch on private land near Powerstock 
with a BBC cameraman. We were waiting for fallow deer 
to emerge from woodland into a field of lush grass. As 
we waited, I noticed a fox working its way along the edge 
of the field towards our position. Luckily, I was in the 
best place to capture an image of the animal. I watched 
the fox through my lens, willing it to come closer, when 
suddenly it was startled and took flight. The fox ran 
across in front of us as I panned and tripped the shutter. 
It was a truly lucky shot as I was using a manual focus 
telephoto lens on a tripod.

Nikon F3 camera Nikkor 500mm f4 lens 
+ 1.4 teleconverter. 
Benbo tripod. 
Fuji Provia 100 film pushed to 200 ISO. 
f4 at 1/250 sec.

Colin Varndell

Hello fellow Dorset Mammal Group members,

Much like our hibernating hedgehogs we’re shaking off 
the long winter and stepping into spring with renewed 
enthusiasm as we look forward to the forthcoming 
survey season. Not that the autumn and winter have 
been quiet for the team. 

Since our last article we’ve experienced a large increase 
in our planning application caseload. It’s difficult to 
know exactly why this is but we think that since the local 
government review which saw the bringing together 
of former districts into the wider Dorset Council, our 
planning colleagues are more aware than ever that they 
have an in-house ecology team to call upon. Planning 
officers are keen to work with us and we’ve conducted 
some initial training with a further session dedicated to 
bats coming up in May. Only around 30% of planning 
local planning authorities in England have an ecology 
team which makes us a rather rare species!

Whilst we’re on the subject of the team, we have a new 
team member in the form of Phillipa Crooke who has just 

Natural Environmental Team
joined us as a Biodiversity Technical Officer. Phillipa has 
a wide-ranging background in countryside management 
including a stint with Natural England as a National 
Nature Reserve manager. Phillipa will be helping to run 
the Dorset Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol and review 
planning application Biodiversity Plans which must 
provide mitigation for protected wildlife and priority 
habitats and include net gains for biodiversity.

One thing we are all looking forward to is getting back 
out and about in the countryside and we’re starting that 
with a schedule of surveys on bridges and culverts which 
are due for work such as repairs. We’ll be looking for 
signs of water voles, otters and a range of other species 
including the rare white-clawed crayfish. There is nothing 
we like more than an excuse to get our waders on!

Whatever you have planned, we wish you a happy 
spring!

All best wishes from everyone in the Natural 
Environment Team.
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gWe have recently moved house and now share our 
garden with a herd of roe deer. They have individual 
personalities and are beautiful and graceful animals 
(unless they are eating your emerging tulips, as ours 
just have!). They feature in many cultures’ folklore as 
guardians of the forest and woodland royalty.

The White Stag
The white stag, in mythology, is seen as a messenger 
from the otherworld due to its pale colouring; it 
can also symbolise a knight’s quest for purity. It 
represents beauty, kindness, speed and gentleness. 
These legends were thought to be brought over by 
the Indo-Europeans.

In The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, a more 
recent piece of literature, the white stag appears 
near the end of the book, after the four siblings 
have reigned Narnia together. The Kings and Queens 
then chase the stag back to the lamp-post by the 
wardrobe, allowing them to re-enter our world. In 
this book the white stag symbolises change and 
different worlds, not unlike Celtic mythology. 

In Harry Potter his Patronus (a form of wizard 
shield/ weapon) is a white stag and is the same 
as his father’s. It indicates his connection to his 
dead father; also in the wizard world a Patronus 
is considered to be only created by someone of 
superiority, the same as a stag is considered in 
folklore.

Deer
Superstitiously, seeing a deer is considered to represent 
good luck and abundance; on the other hand shooting a 
white deer will bring ill fortune into your life.

In the Highlands of Scotland red deer were once called 
‘fairy cattle’ and people believed fairies milked them in 
the mountains.

Deer in Folk Tales and Mythology

Irish mythology tells of Finn mac Cumhail. Finn was 
the leader of Ireland’s heroic troop of warriors known 
as the Fianna. He cornered a beautiful deer, which his 
hounds refused to kill. They took the deer back to Finn’s 
land where she regained her true form as the beautiful 
Sadhbh, who Finn later married.

Deer are often shy and timid animals which give you 
a thrill to see and be around; they will make your day, 
however lucky or unlucky they are.

Katie Sugg

Reporting Dead Otters
The local Environment Agency office would like to know 
if you’ve seen a dead otter. 

Unfortunately many otters get run over, usually trying to 
cross the road to get to the other side of the river. The EA 
then send the details and the otter itself off to the Cardiff 
University Otter Project for post mortem. The post 
mortem can tell a lot about the animal such as age, sex, 
health condition and even what it’s been eating which 
can create an important image about the rivers its living 
on.

Unfortunately this year due to Covid the EA has been 
unable to collect many of the bodies but they can still 
collect the information to help form a picture of ‘hot 
spots’ which can then translate into mitigation for 
projects in the future.

If you do happen to see one please e-mail the Fisheries, 
Biodiversity and Geomorphology team at:

SW_SWESSEXFRB@environment-agency.gov.uk>

https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project to sign up to their 
newsletter regarding the findings of the otter carcasses. 

Rachel Moors

http://SW_SWESSEXFRB@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project
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Dorset Mammal Group
Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Vacancy

Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2019/20
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Vacancy secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

Newsletter deadlines for 2021
August newsletter deadline: 15th July

December newsletter deadline: 15th November

As the Dorset Mammal Group enters a new and exciting phase as a Registered Charity (subject to 
the vote of the membership) we are looking for an enthusiastic and organised person to join the 
committee as secretary.  Could you be that person?

The role provides important continuity for the charity but is not onerous.  

Tasks include:

•	 Take and type up minutes for Committee meetings (6 per year)
•	 Draft agendas in consultation with the Committee
•	 Circulate meeting papers to the Committee 
•	 Book meeting venues
•	 Prepare and circulate papers for the AGM 
•	 Take minutes/record attendance at the AGM
•	 Deal with DMG’s insurance policy
•	 Receive general enquiries via the website and respond/forward to the appropriate trustee as 

required

We’d love to hear from you if you are interested in joining the Committee and taking on this 
central role.  

Contact: 
     Angela Price, Chairperson at chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Could YOU be DMG’s next Secretary?

All photographs, unless otherwise credited, 
are the copyright of Colin Varndell.

https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/
mailto:chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk
mailto:treasurer%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
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