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News & Views
April 2020

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

The View from the Chair
The events that are unfolding are unlike anything in 
living memory, so first, I wish all our members good 
health. Please don’t take unnecessary risks as the 
coronavirus may lead to serious illness.

There have been consequences for the DMG as well, 
cancelling the Hedgehog Conference next month 
after, Susy, Jo and Colin put so much work into its 
organisation. However, we hope that it is a mere 
postponement and is rescheduled for October 3rd. My 
thanks to our organising team who work so hard.

Our hedgehog network is probably the largest and 
best organised in the country, if not the whole of 
Europe and occasionally it has ruffled a few feathers 
from other sections within DMG, ‘That we are more 
than hedgehogs,’ which is true, we are interested in all 
terrestrial mammals. 

However, it was decided at the most recent committee 
meeting, that instead of grumbling about hedgehogs 
- which we all love - we needed to up the game of the 
other sections. Otters are well organised and badgers 
work with other badger organisations such as DBBW. 
Dormice are lagging behind so, while I don’t believe 
dormice-friendly towns are quite as possible as with 

hedgehogs, I am planning to improve opportunities for 
members to participate in surveys. I’m also liaising with 
the RSPB for our members to do water vole, otter and 
harvest mouse nest surveys at Radipole. I’d also like 
to increase opportunities for members to take part in 
small mammal trapping.

The fly in the ointment is we have to wait for this 
coronavirus crisis to pass, so it may be the autumn or 
later before we can start to initiate things. Watch this 
space or feel free to contact me through the website.

Finally, I’d like to thank Diana Maxwell, who has 
resigned from the committee, for all the work she 
and Jo did on rewriting the constitution. We’ve all 
worked on it but Diana and Jo led the way and made it 
intelligible for the rest of us, so thanks to both of you.

Please all of you, keep well in this crisis but remember 
you can still look for wildlife in your gardens. Earlier 
today I was watching blue tits and goldfinches on my 
bird feeders and the sunshine also provided me with 
bee flies and bumble bees to observe feeding on my 
primroses.

Angela Price
DMG Chair

Quick Mammal Quiz
a)  What are the differences between horns and antlers?

b)  Which species of rodent found in Dorset is the 
smallest?

c)  Is it true that Hedgehogs are immune to Adder 
venom?

d)  Which mammal used to be referred to as the 
gentleman in a velvet coat?

e)  Ermine is another name for which British mammal?

Answers on page 9.

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
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Mammal Recorder

Water Vole

I am receiving a pleasingly large number of mammal 
records from all over Dorset such that certain trends are 
becoming noticeable. For example, as I have said before, 
hedgehog reports come mainly from urban areas. This is 
partly because this is where the largest number of people 
who submit records are 
found but also because 
the animals are, in 
many ways, safer there; 
particularly because 
of the widespread 
use of molluscicides 
and other pesticides 
by farmers (though 
some gardeners still 
use these). Reports 
of otters are showing 
that these animals 
are now widespread 
though, sadly, subject 
to fatal encounters with 
road traffic and some 
persecution by anglers.

Identification of some 
species can be tricky. 
I am sure this puts 
off some members 
from sending reports. 
An excellent book 
that gives advice on 
identifying mammals and showing the main differences 
between similar species is Britain’s Mammals - A field 
guide to the mammals of Britain and Ireland by Dominic 
Couzens, Andy Swash, Robert Still and Jon Dunn ISBN 
978-0-691-15697-2. I am happy to assist anyone who is 
unsure of the identification of a mammal they have seen, 
I can be contacted on stephen.kourik@btinternet.com. 
Where possible include photos, though I know this is 

often impossible, but road casualties and things the cat 
brought home can be snapped using a smart phone quite 
easily. It helps if you include something in the photo 
that gives scale: a ruler or a coin for example and take 
pictures of the front, back, side and head if you can.

I am waiting for the first report of beavers in Dorset. This 
should come soon as there are two planned releases: 
one in West Dorset on an enclosed site and another in 
Purbeck as an open release – exciting times.

I welcome records of any mammal but I am particularly 
interested in those of water voles, brown hares, wild 
boar and mustelids (weasel family).

Steve Kourik

Can you 
identify this 
moth?
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Karen’s moth

mailto:stephen.kourik%40btinternet.com?subject=
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Badger Section

Badger Rescue 1
The first badger rescue of the year was in Lyme Regis on 
January 24th. We were called out in the afternoon, a very 
pleasant change from half-past midnight and, unusually, 
it was only fifteen miles from home.

Somehow, our badger had fallen off a three metre high 
retaining wall into an enclosed courtyard and on the way 
down had hit a two foot high plant pot and knocked out 
three incisor teeth. Badgers use the incisors for gripping 
worms, their main food source, but they do have twelve 
incisors so, hopefully, the loss of three won’t be too 
problematic for this badger.

Jeanette and Chris, who found him, thought he’d been 
stuck in the courtyard for at least a day and he certainly 
wasn’t looking too happy when we arrived. He’d made 
a good attempt at digging his way out but astro-turf laid 
on concrete was proving to be too difficult, even for a 
badger! 

He wasn’t at all impressed with the idea of walking into 
our carrying cage but after considerable persuasion we 
got him in and took him off to the prewarned, wonderful, 
Haydon Veterinary Centre, north of Bridport where 
he was anaesthetized, rehydrated and had his injuries 
cleaned. 

In the meantime, we went back to Lyme Regis and found 
his sett. Fortunately, our friend and colleague, Martyn 
Johnston, had surveyed the sett three years earlier and 
knew exactly where to look.

The following evening we collected our badger, took him 
back to Lyme, and released him close to the sett. It’s 
always nice to get young people constructively involved 
with wild animals and we were really pleased that 
Jeanette brought the children, Emily and Charlotte to 
watch the release. 

One sniff of the air and our badger set off immediately 
but straight towards Martyn, which we hadn’t expected. 
However, he then turned around and departed under 
a hedge where we had thought he would go, leaving 
several very happy humans behind.

Badger Rescue 2
On 17th February I received a call from Diana in Shipton 
Gorge to say that she had a very poorly badger, which 
she’d found in a field behind the house. It was wrapped 
in a coat and Diana wanted to know the best course 
of action. I suggested she take it to Haydon Veterinary 
Centre, which she duly did.

A note of caution here: this badger was found in a field, 
had been badly beaten in a fight and clearly hadn’t eaten 
for days. Diana correctly assessed that it was safe to 
wrap it up and take it to the vets in a car, but beware. A 
badger knocked out in a road traffic accident may appear 
helpless but they are remarkably tough animals and you 
wouldn’t want one to regain consciousness, free to roam, 
in the back of your car!

At the Veterinary Centre, Oliver anaesthetized the 
badger, rehydrated it, cleaned its wounds and started 
it on a course of antibiotics but thought it possible that 
it might not survive the night. Next morning, however, 
our badger was up, walking around and eating. Its 
wounds were clean and it was clearly recovering well, 
so I collected it and took it to RSPCA West Hatch for 
rehabilitation.

At West Hatch there was a lot of tutting about the 
badger’s weight, only 5kg (the average European badger 
weighs a little under 10kg), but this wasn’t a big badger 
and I was confident of its recovery. But, the next morning 
I phoned to be told that the decision had been made to 
euthanize it. I was stunned, gutted and extremely angry, 
and I still am.

I do support the RSPCA. Like many charitable 
organisations they do great work despite being short of 
resources and considerably understaffed. They do have 
to be pragmatic and fight the battles they can win but I 
am certain that they got this one wrong. A lot of effort 
and some cost had gone in to saving this badger so, any 
doubts in the future and I will drive the extra twenty 
minutes to Secret World.

Continued on page 4 . . .
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Rescue or Don’t Rescue
I received the photographs above from Suzy in Merriott. 
Suzy also told me that the badger was seen feeding at 
6pm ie. in daylight. It appeared to be blind and it kept 
a back foot off the ground at all times. See if you agree 
with my analysis.

From the first picture, and the shape of the head, I think 
this is a female although it is not always easy to tell and I 
have been spectacularly wrong in the past.

The comment about eyesight is very interesting. Smell 
is by far the main sense of a badger and their eyesight 
is poor. Movement would undoubtedly cause alarm but 
if a person were to stand still they might not notice. But 
we do see older badgers with cataracts, which would, 
of course, make the eyesight even worse. Interesting 
that this badger didn’t smell people. Either they were 
downwind or it was so hungry that the food was more 
important.

Almost certainly this badger has been fighting. Females 
do fight other females and their injuries tend to be 
around the head, neck and shoulders as opposed to male 
fighting wounds which are usually around the rump. This 
is the main mating season and hence the main fighting 
season and fighting would explain the state of its coat 
(moulting doesn’t begin until June), the red around its 
neck and, quite possibly, the limp.

Martyn added that the second photo seemed to show 
a marked line around the neck and we shouldn’t 
discount the possibility of snare damage. It is illegal to 
intentionally snare a badger but that doesn’t stop it 
happening and, as I’ve reported before, we have found 
snares on the Drax Estate in Dorset.

So, considering all the above, we made the decision 
to leave this badger alone, feed it peanuts, fruit and 
vegetables and monitor its progress. Badgers are 
remarkably tough animals and I hope in the next 
Newsletter to be able to report that this one recovered 
successfully. If, on the other hand, its condition should 
deteriorate we will trap it and take it to Secret World.

Badger Vaccination
This time last year I wrote that we were gearing up for 
the year’s vaccination programme but since then much 
has changed. 

After an amazingly wet winter and autumn we finally 
got out to do some serious surveying, and then we 
hit lockdown. Fortunately, we’d managed to do our 
regular sites, where we know what to expect, during the 
wet weather and in the one dry week we had before 
lockdown (last day out was Tuesday 24th March) we set 
about a new area.

In the autumn we were approached by the National Trust 
and asked if we would be interested in vaccinating on 
one of their Estates, a mere 1000 acres, and we jumped 
at the chance. We were very lucky because the resident 
farmer was incredibly helpful and gave us several good 
steers to badger setts. He had never had bTB on his farm 
until neighbouring land was rented to farmers from a 
bTB infected area and their cattle kindly brought the bTB 
with them. Totally legal if the rented land is within twelve 
miles of their own farm! So now we have an extra 1000 
acres to vaccinate.

And then the Government produced its response to the 
Godfray report. My phone didn’t stop ringing for days 
and I had numerous emails, all from people saying how 
wonderful it was. Really? I confess I have to read the 
report again (did they really say in Chapter 8 that they 
are considering “snaring” to vaccinate?) but I thought it 
very short on detail and left the door wide open to cull 
whenever they should choose. I watch with interest.

It was no surprise that the NFUs response to the report 
was an immediate kneejerk reaction. They, the party 
responsible for the level of bTB in cattle in the UK, want 
to continue killing because it is all they understand. 
Their Deputy President said that, “…. vaccination has 
never cured a badger…”. Is this man really so ignorant 
of vaccines that he doesn’t know they are preventative, 
not curative. Or is he intentionally trying to mislead the 
British public?

. . .Continued from page 3

Continued on page 5 . . .
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However, the Dorset Badger Vaccination Project is writing 
to Defra and all Dorset MPs to remind/tell them that 
they have been vaccinating badgers in Dorset since 2013. 
Hopefully, with their knowledge and experience and 
their contacts with Defra, landowners/farmers (including 
the NT) they could lead a vaccination project across the 
county. Hopefully, the DWT would also join in.

Badger Cull
At the time of writing the results of the 2019 killing have 
just been released. Not surprisingly, with the current 
Covid 19 crisis, the results slipped out without any 
comment from the Government. I haven’t yet had time 
for a complete study but here are some of the more 
relevant facts (the ones the Government don’t want us to 
know) and the breakdown of the killing in Dorset.

Most notably the numbers reveal that in the majority of 
the 43 cull areas the greater number of badgers were 
killed by free shooting as opposed to cage trapping and 
shooting. As I’ve pointed out in previous newsletters 
both the ‘Independent Study Group’ and the ‘British 
Veterinary Association’ consider the free shooting of 
badgers to be inhumane. 

However, the Government and the Chief Scientist of 
Natural England state that, “… this method continues 
to compare favourably with the range of outcomes 

when other control activities, currently accepted by 
society, have been assessed” (my italics). In other words, 
society (that’s us) accept the free shooting of deer so by 
implication we also accept the free shooting of badgers. 
However, as I’ve pointed out many times before, the 
method does not ‘compare favourably’ and comparing 
the shooting of badgers to the shooting of deer is akin to 
comparing a carthorse to a thoroughbred racehorse.

The cull numbers also tell us that 24,645 badgers were 
killed by free shooting but only 149 shots were observed 
by cull monitors. Of these 11 (7.4%) were ‘assessed’ as 
missed and 6 (4.0%) were hits but the badger escaped. 
Applying these percentages to the 24,645 total killed 
we would have 2,049 ‘missed’ and 1,107 badgers hit 
but escaped to die slowly, underground. This, the 
Government considers humane and believes that we 
agree.

In Dorset, in both the north and south zones the killers 
failed to achieve even the numbers revised after 4 weeks 
of killing but still the Government claims success. The 
actual numbers killed were: north zone 125, west zone 
563, south zone 1,228 and east zone 744. Numbers in 
the north zone were particularly low because this was 
supplementary culling post the initial 4 years. Even so, in 
the north they culled until the 12 January 2020. 

I’m not holding my breath but let’s hope common sense 
prevails and there is a very different approach this 
coming year. 

Ian Mortimer

. . .Continued from page 4
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Otter and Water Vole section

DMG Otter and Water Vole Spring 
Survey 2020 Update
Following the new Government guidelines to stay at 
home, this year’s Dorset Mammal Group Otter and Water 
Vole Spring survey has been cancelled.

I will be reviewing the situation and if anything changes 
in the coming months I will be in touch.

Thank you to everyone who had been planning 
to survey their sites from previous years or who 
had registered to survey this spring. These are 
extraordinary times and our primary concern is to 
ensure that our trusty volunteers are not putting 
themselves or others at risk.

Before the self-isolation came into force there has 
been plenty of Otter and Water Vole sightings across 
the Dorset River Catchment between January to early 
March.

Especially on the Rivers Avon, Brit, Piddle and Stour. 

The Pilot Spraint Project on the River Piddle has shown 
good results so far. Trailcams have been set up by Julian 
and Brian, with good results of Otter sightings. Last week 

Julian had a Mother and cub visit his site. They must have 
known we were analysing their spraint as they have been 
leaving it daily. They seem to be visiting more now as all 
humans are indoors!

Sandie, who is also part of the project will catch up once 
these restrictions are lifted.

The Cerne Abbas Giant Festival has also been 
cancelled due to the coronavirus. I was asked to give 
a presentation on Otter surveying in Dorset, and was 
hoping to enlist a few new members, this will hopefully 
go ahead next year.

I did receive an unusual package recently, the remains 
of a Toad that had been eaten by a visiting Otter from 
the River Cerne. Pauline is a former member of the old 
Dorset Otters Group, and is still very interested and 
would like to undertake surveys in the future.

Thank you to all who registered for the Spring Survey, 
as soon as things improve, we can hopefully get back 
to normal and once again check up on our wonderful 
Wildlife in Dorset.

Until then keep safe and well.

Ken Hutchinson

Photos ©
 Guy Finucane
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Hedgehog Section

Since the last DMG newsletter a lot has been happening 
on the hedgehog front. Corscombe had their second 
hedgehog meeting, which was very well attended. 
They are now a fully-fledged DMG hedgehog friendly 
village. Thank you to Alison for all her work on this front. 
Interestingly, we had the second meeting at the pub, 
where the idea of having a network of hedgehog friendly 
pubs was mooted! If you have a pub in your village, 
which could become hedgehog friendly, it would be good 
to know about it.

Charlton Marshall’s first hedgehog meeting, in their 
amazing new hall, was very well attended. Co-ordinators 
from some of the other hedgehog friendly villages came 
and supported Donna, which is always much appreciated.

Sturminster Newton will soon be our next town to start 
the hedgehog friendly journey. 

Shirley, who showed an interest at the Blandford 
Extravaganza, came forward to become the co-ordinator 
for Sturminster Newton. The first meeting has had to be 
postponed due to the lock down, but once that is lifted 
we will be rescheduling.

Denise’s hedgehog friendly Blandford meeting was well 
attended and more people signed up to the project. 
Denise and her team have put up ten hedgehog slow 
down road signs in black spot areas of the town. 

More will be on order shortly. So far thirty of these signs 
have been put up in various villages and towns around 
the county.

Just before the lock down Winterbone Kingston 
managed to squeeze in their first hedgehog friendly 
meeting. The idea was received enthusiastically by the 
attendees, especially by members of the parish council, 
which should prove very useful in the future.

We had Swanage’s first hedgehog friendly meeting in 
February. It was a pretty awful evening and the turn out 
was lower than expected. What was surprising was that 

Swanage appears to have a paltry hedgehog population, 
based on the information that was gathered that 
evening. It would be extremely interesting to hear from 
anyone who lives in Swanage, who has any information 
about the local hedgehog population. Even the Margaret 
Green Animal Rescue in Church Knowle struggled to 
remember any poorly hedgehogs coming from Swanage. 
Again, from information on the evening, it was apparent 
that there had been a good population of hedgehogs in 
the past.

Continued on page 8 . . .
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Portesham’s second 
hedgehog friendly 
meeting was well 
attended. Free hedgehog 
packs were given out 
to all attendees and 
Sarah and Graham had 
more people joining the 
project.

Derek, our Swanage 
hedgehog co-ordinator, 
offered to make our 
ghost hedgehog signs. 

There is a box full of 
these ghost signs waiting 
for the opportunity to put them to good use. We were 
going to put them up around the time of the hedgehog 
conference, or hedgehog awareness week, but it is clear 
we will have to postpone that project for a month or 
two. We want maximum publicity on that one. Hopefully, 
during the lock down, our wildlife will be safer with 
there being less traffic on the roads and therefore fewer 
wildlife road fatalities.

Ghost Hedgehog Sign

The carers’ group 
continue to do an 
amazing job looking 
after our poorly Dorset 
hedgehogs. Hamworthy 
Hedgehog Rescue 
was inundated with 
struggling hedgehogs 
over the winter period. 
It was too warm to 
hibernate and there 
were late litters, which 
meant that there 
were a lot of thin, 
underweight hedgehogs 
being brought in to the 
rescues. 

We are aiming to have standardised paperwork 
throughout the rescues working with the DMG. Hayley 
and Abbi have been working hard at updating all the 
paperwork which goes with caring for hedgehogs (and 
there is a lot).

Future hedgehog plans include working with Magna 
Housing in various hedgehoggy ways as well 
as rescheduling Charlton Marshall’s second 
meeting and Sturminster Newton’s first meeting. 
Swanage and Winterborne Kingston will also be 
having their second hedgehog friendly meetings 
when we can all get out and about again. And 
Portland will be able to have their showing of 
The Hedgehog Predicament at some later date.

The DMG hedgehog conference has been 
postponed to Saturday 3rd October 2020, 
so all the organisation so far has not been in 
vain. The programme and the booking details 
remain the same. Thank you Jo, Linda and 
Colin for your dedicated assistance with this 
event.

Susy Varndell

. . .Cont’d from page 7
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Update from the Natural 
Environment Team

In these strange times it is good to know that some 
things are unaffected by the restrictions and lifestyle 
changes which we’re all required to make. So I find 
myself very happy to be writing an article for the DMG 
newsletter, safe in the knowledge that it will still reach a 
dedicated band of mammal enthusiasts across Dorset. 

That said, we are all having to adjust our expectations 
of what we can do and how we do it. The Natural 
Environment Team are now all working from home, 
embracing the delights of 
meetings via Skype and 
Zoom, getting to know each 
other’s pets and family 
members when the video is 
turned on (!) and balancing 
caring for parents and 
children with a workload 
which has changed but is 
still considerable. For the 
moment, we continue to see 
lots of planning-related work 
as people send ecological 
surveys to us in support of 
planning applications, and we 
continue to discuss and assess 
previously submitted work. 
But we hear daily about the 
impact of coronavirus on ecological consultants as many 
see their workload drastically reduced, and we are trying 
to provide support where possible, while still ensuring 
that planning applications meet the strict requirements 
of wildlife legislation and policy. 

Much of our survey work has had to be postponed where 
projects are on hold or we wouldn’t be able to meet the 
social distancing requirements. But where we can get to 
site on our own and work at a safe distance from others 
we’re still managing to get a few surveys done. 

Bovington Bat Barn

And we thought it might be nice to share a good news 
story about Bovington Middle School: the old building 
is due to be demolished to build a new school and we 
found brown long-eared and soprano pipstrelle bats in 
the old school roof. We’ve worked with the architect 
and designers to provide alternative accommodation 
for these species and a bat barn has been created 
in a converted outbuilding. The barn has a number 
of roosting features both internally and in the walls 
suitable for a range of species and has been painted 

black to enhance the thermal 
properties of the structure. 
It’s a des-res for bats! NET will 
monitor it over the next four 
years and fingers crossed the 
bats will take up residence in 
the forthcoming season.

And let’s not forget about 
the wildlife on our doorsteps, 
even for those of us who live 
in town. My bird feeder is 
constantly in use and we have 
pair of blackcaps nesting in 
ivy on our fence for the first 
time ever. There is lots we 
can do for our garden wildlife 
– leaving a ‘scruffy’ corner, 

creating log piles, digging a pond (even a small one will 
be teeming with wildlife very quickly) and of course 
looking after hedgehogs by making holes in fences and 
creating a good hibernation spot. 

All best wishes 

The Natural Environment Team

Mammal Quiz Answers
a)  Horns are made from keratin (same as hair and hooves) 

over a bony core, are not shed and are found on bovids 
(sheep, goats cattle etc.) whereas antlers are made of bone, 
are shed annually and are found on cervids (deer).

b)  Harvest Mouse
c)  Hedgehogs have partial immunity to Adder venom.
d)  The Mole
e)  The Stoat
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The Hidden World of the Fox 
by Adele Brand

Publisher: William Collins 2019 ISBN 978-0-00-832728-6. £12.99

Book Review

I bought and read this book over Christmas and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. It’s aimed at the general reader 
who wants to know more about this charismatic animal 
from an expert who has studied them for a number 
of years. It is easy reading but she gives us plenty of 
information about foxes including sorting out the truth 
from the nonsense, that so often is given without any 
real knowledge, and is done so without sentimentality - 
she is after all a scientist.

Foxes as cat killers - it is very unlikely to happen to a 
healthy adult cat because they will probably do more 
damage to the fox than the other way round. Foxes 

have a relatively weak bite compared to a mature 
moggie, who also has miniature knives on each foot.

She gives advice on dealing with foxes in the garden, 
about feeding them - never by hand. Never to 
encourage them into your house - they are wild 
animals and encouraging them in your house can 
habituate them to seeing houses as places of food - 
your neighbour may not share your enthusiasm.

I thoroughly recommend this book because I think 
many of you will enjoy it as much as I did.

Angela Price

Spring! 
In the force!

We are now in strange times, of which none of us 
has seen the like before. Fortunately I’m not office 
bound and am able to patrol the superb countryside 
that surrounds us and, with less pollution and footfall, 
will certainly spring back to life once this crisis has 
disappeared.

Until then I must stress the government’s advice – Stay at 
home. Only go out for daily exercise, essential shopping 
or work. If you are out, keep to the social distancing 2m 
rule and unless you are in the same household, not to be 
in groups of more than two.

I have been doing some WCO related work, again in 
regards to protection of bats, also working with the 
local authority in a Japanese Knotweed matter. Our 
poaching fraternity are still out and about and, with 
fewer cars around, in theory they should be easy to spot, 
however we still need to be in the right place at the right 
time. Just like the Martini ads of the 70’s – they can be 
anywhere, anytime. Fortunately the rural Crime team are 
working tirelessly to patrol our countryside with attached 

officers like myself to safeguard our wild mammals/birds, 
as well as farm equipment.

As you’ll expect with our tips closed, some people are 
taking the opportunity to fly tip. This isn’t just our normal 
rogue traders but also members of the public who 
ordinarily would be quite law abiding. But with the tips 
closed and gardens to tend, some have become lazy and 
irresponsible. The fire service is also seeing an increase 
of calls around untended and out of control fires.

So once again, as much as possible stay indoors, ensure 
your belongings are safe and secure and don’t fall for 
scammers such as rogue traders (gardening/roofing) or 
any of the Covid-19 internet scams doing the rounds. 
Look after yourselves and your neighbours.

PC Rob Hammond
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No school? 
This is what children are getting up to!

Hawthorn Shield Bug also known as a Stink Bug

All photos in this article © Katie Sugg
Bee-fly

This week, due to being confined to 
our house, with school closed, we 
decided to discover the wildlife in 
our garden. The number of creatures 
we found was incredible (bear in 
mind we only have a medium town 
garden). There was a constant cry of 
“Where’s the camera? Bring me the 
camera!” 

After not long searching, we came 
across a bug sat on the arm of one 
of the outdoor chairs. It was bright 
green with a kind of cross on its 
back. After researching shield bugs, 
we came across the creature we had 
found, it was a hawthorn shield bug, 
also known as a stink bug. Luckily, 
or unluckily, it didn’t release its foul-smelling 
odour, which gives it its name! Unusually this 
shield bug goes into hibernation from late autumn 
to spring. It will also travel far from its feeding 
ground, a hawthorn tree, so even if you don’t have 
hawthorn in the garden, like us, you still have a 
chance of seeing them.

Another insect that caught our eye was the dark 
edged bee-fly. This unreal looking creature we 
found flying around the shed, also feasting upon 
the nectar of a dandelion. These animals have 
long proboscises (a kind of tongue), which makes 

them unique and easy to recognise. They emerge 
around now, so keep your eyes peeled for this large 
insect. 

They have an interesting life cycle which is 
something worth looking up. The female bee-fly will 
flick her eggs down into the nest of the mining bee. 
The bee-fly larvae hatch and then it eats the larvae 
of the mining bee. I have enjoyed drawing these 
insects and making fact files about them; we have 
learnt things we would never have known without 
researching these interesting creatures.

We have also seen two hedgehogs visiting our 
garden this week!!!

Katie Sugg (12 years old) 
who will now be a

             regular columnist 
for the newsletter 



- 12 -

Adder Facts

•	 The adder is member of the viper family and therefore is closely related to the 
notorious puff-adder and the awesome rattlesnake. 

•	 It is one of our longest-living wild animals, with individuals often surviving for 
up to thirty years.

•	 Adders have red eyes with vertical, narrow slit-like pupils, which, together 
with the frowning brow suggests a stern, sinister expression.

•	 Adders are renowned for their lethal bite, which is seldom fatal in humans. 
The last known fatality caused by adder venom in the UK was in 1975.

•	 The animal lacks any biological means of its own temperature control and 
therefore relies upon heat from its surroundings, so adders spend a large 
proportion of their waking lives sunbathing.

•	 Female adders do not become pregnant until they are three years old or 
more.

•	 Adders are ovoviviparous, meaning the eggs hatch inside the mother, so the 
young are born live and perfectly formed, complete with fangs and venom.

•	 Once birth is completed, the mother leaves her babies to fend for themselves 
and has nothing more to do with them!

Colin Varndell
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Dorset Mammal Group
Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Vacancy

Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

© Photographs in this issue copyright Colin 
Varndell unless otherwise credited.

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2019/20
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Vacancy secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

As the Dorset Mammal Group enters a new and exciting phase as a 
Registered Charity (subject to the vote of the membership) we are 
looking for an enthusiastic and organised person to join the committee as 
secretary.  Could you be that person?

The role provides important continuity for the charity but is not onerous.  

Tasks include:

•	 Take and type up minutes for Committee meetings (6 per year)
•	 Draft agendas in consultation with the Committee
•	 Circulate meeting papers to the Committee 
•	 Book meeting venues
•	 Prepare and circulate papers for the AGM 
•	 Take minutes/record attendance at the AGM
•	 Deal with DMG’s insurance policy
•	 Receive general enquiries via the website and respond/forward to 

the appropriate trustee as required

We’d love to hear from you if you are interested in joining the Committee 
and taking on this central role.  

Contact: 
     Angela Price, Chairperson at chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Could YOU be DMG’s 
next Secretary?

https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/
mailto:chair%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=

	DMG Twitter: 
	DMG Facebook: 


