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News & Views
December 2020

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

As I write this, we are once 
again in lockdown, which is 

frustrating but necessary if the 
government pundits are correct. 

From our previous experiences of this 
restricted time, it appeared that people need nature. 
It’s something I’ve been aware of all my life as I love to 
be outdoors in the countryside or even wild areas on 
old brownfield sites, which are increasingly important 
to wildlife.

The enjoyment or lift we get from being in green 
spaces or amongst trees and so on is part of a 
system called ecosystem services by ecologists and 
environmental scientists, which is the things nature 
or wildlife does for us. Some of you may be surprised 
at how much we depend upon them and not just for 
mental health. These services have been costed to 
try and show how much we would have to pay if they 
weren’t free and the answer is lots. In a country like 
the United Kingdom, we are talking billions of pounds 
and large numbers of billions at that.

So what are all these services nature gives to us? 
The soil we grow our crops in is formed by millions 
of micro-organisms, the bees and other insects that 
pollinate our crops are another. The water that flows in 
streams and rivers is given to us by the environment, 
we can’t make it ourselves, at least not in the 
quantities we consume every day. We rely on plants 

to provide us with drugs as well as food, green ones 
give us oxygen and trees help to prevent flooding by 
intercepting water.

It is probably fair to say, without ecosystems services, 
we would be unable to live on this planet because 
we’d run out of food, water and air rather quickly. Yet 
we deliberately undervalue them or mistreat them. 
We pollute, destroy or consume without thinking 
of the cost, which ultimately will come back to us. 
Climate change is happening all around us and some 
are already feeling the negative effects be they polar 
bears in a disappearing Arctic or peoples in the tropics 
suffering heatwaves or typhoons which bring severe 
gales and flooding.

So while you tuck into your Christmas dinner, 
remember the turkey you are eating was once a wild 
species, the spices in your mince pies or curried left-
overs originated in the wild, often Indonesia. In effect, 
everything on your plate came originally from the wild 
- that is ecosystems services, so spare a thought for 
nature, it works all day every day and without it, not 
just Christmas would be impossible but perhaps, even 
our very existence.

Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

Angela Price 
- Chair Dorset Mammal Group

Bank Vole
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A View from the Chair

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk%2F&screen_name=DorsetMammal&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
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yard. Tucked away in the yard maybe (some had been 
carried outside the yard – presumably stuck to car 
tyres) but just 50 metres along the road is a Hedgehog 
Highway sign.

Discarded tin cans are another problem. Quite why 
mice and voles can get into, but not out of, tin cans I’m 
not really sure. But, they do and on several occasions 
I have picked up a discarded can to find a dead rodent 
inside.

Now back to the badger. Presumably the jar was whole 
when the badger first stuck in its head to finish off 
whatever goodies had been left inside but had been 
broken as the animal tried to free itself. The good news 
is that this badger was trapped and the remains of the 
jar successfully removed before the animal was re-
released into the wild.

I am sure DMG members won’t need to be reminded 
of the dangers to wildlife when litter is carelessly 
discarded but many of our fellow citizens either 
don’t know or don’t care about the consequences so 
we must keep trying to spread the message.

Ian Mortimer

Wildlife and Litter
Just when you think you’ve seen it all! Over the years 
I’ve seen some pretty distressing sights but this one is 
new to me.

In a previous newsletter I mentioned a fox I’d seen in 
Cornwall whilst working for the RSPB ‘Chough Watch’ 
programme. This poor animal had a drain cover stuck 
around its neck and, on further investigation, I learned 
that it had been that way for at least a year. The good 
news is that it was clearly surviving and it hasn’t been 
seen for some time so the hope is that the drain cover 
finally broke or the fox finally managed to prise it away.

This year an otter, in Dorset, was seen to have cable 
ties fixed tightly around its neck. A number of otter 
experts, along with DMG’s own Ken Hutchinson, tried 
to catch the otter but, hampered by far too many 
curious well-wishers, Houdini had other ideas. As with 
the fox, the otter hasn’t been seen for some time so 
the hope is that it finally broke the ties and is free 
again. Fingers crossed.

Last year I wrote to the headquarters of the Post Office 
to make them aware of the number of elastic bands 
that are ‘reputedly’ dropped by postmen and women. 

I have seen far too many photos of hedgehogs 
wrapped up in elastic bands resulting in the loss of 
a limb or even death. Recently, in just one minute, 
I picked up 50 elastic bands in my local Post Office 
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 Colin Varndell

Dorset Mammal Group Members’ 
Facebook Page

Anyone with an interest in mammals can join and post photos and videos of mammals, 
share experiences, ask questions or seek advice on mammal related matters. This site 
can also be used as a means for of us to advertise events to members and, hopefully, 
encourage others to join the DMG.  Just search Dorset Mammal Group Members Page.
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DMG Otter & Water Vole Section
This has been a very difficult year dealing with 
the coronavirus that continues to dominate our 
lives. We have noticed that there are obviously 
a lot more people out and about, and in certain 
areas of the Dorset River Catchment there has 
been a level of harassment to the local wildlife, 
for example otters and their young being chased 
and worried.

We have been unable to carry out our usual 
Spring and Autumn Otter Surveys. Although a 
few surveyors and wildlife observers have been 
checking their local sites when taking their daily 
exercise. Generally, they have been rewarded 
with some good sightings. It has been reported 
that the Blandford otter family have been laying 
low due to the present harassment.

The Northbourne through to Throop area is 
offering plenty of daily sightings.

During October there were 21 daytime sightings 
of the otter family out of the month.  So far in 
November there have been 12 day time sightings 
of mother and two kits, also the dog otter has 
been seen on two occasions. 

A big thank you to the wildlife observers for their 
time and effort surveying this area - Gary, Dave, 
Guy, Pam and Kate for their reports and video 
and photos.

And in other local areas an otter was spotted 
at Iford Bridge heading upstream, and video 
was sent in as confirmation. At Sturminster Mill 
four otters were seen by 
the miller’s apprentice, who 
informed member Gerald 
Gorton who was doing his 
survey, and missed the otters 
by fifteen minutes!

At West Bay harbour a seal 
was photographed near an 
otter on the pontoon.

An otter was seen on the 
river Mangerton by the “otter 
spotters” from West Milton.

On the River Frome at Pallington Lakes they 
had a visit from a mother and kit recently, 
they informed me they are happy to continue 
reporting sightings even though the otters were 
seen in the trout lake, eating a few large carp!

A mention must be made of Julian Wardlaw 
who has recorded thirty-two sightings of otters 
on the River Piddle since July. Recently on a 
more concerning note mink sightings have 
started to rise, five were reported at Blandford 
on the River Stour and eighteen on the River 
Frome north of Wool. 

On a final note, recently I have been involved 
with a production company who are filming a 
new Wildlife Series for the BBC. They contacted 
me for information regarding possible filming 
locations in Dorset for otters. 

I have been able to meet up with the series 
producer and offer some local knowledge to 
hopefully obtain some excellent footage of our 
Dorset otters, needless to say all areas will be 
undisclosed. 

The well-known wildlife presenter and 
cameraman Simon King will be involved with 
the filming of the otters, and I have been 
asked to show him around various sites in our 
wonderful county.

Hopefully the DMG will be mentioned in the 
credits!

Ken Hutchinson
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Mammal 
Quiz

The names of eleven mammals, 
all recorded in Dorset, can be 
found in the grid, running in any 
direction: up, down, left, right or 
diagonal. The same letter may be 
used in more than one name. Ten 
are the common species names 
in English and one is the common 
genus name in English (this crept 
in by mistake so I decided to leave 
it rather than totally rewrite the 
grid). 

Steve Kourik

Answers on page 15

Images of Dorset 2021 calendar
The committee agreed to let me tell you about my 2021 calendar. It features some of my 
favourite landscape locations in Dorset including Kimmeridge Bay, Corfe Castle, Burton 
Bradstock, Abbotsbury Swannery and Golden Cap to name a few (see below).

I think the calendar makes an ideal Christmas present for anyone who loves Dorset. If you would 
like one, they are £10.99 inc postage. You can get them from me by sending me an email (info@
colinvarndell.co.uk). Or you purchase them online from my website www.colinvarndell.co.uk

You may also notice on the website, a range of fieldcraft factsheets including one on 
photographing small mammals.

Colin Varndell

mailto:info%40colinvarndell.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40colinvarndell.co.uk?subject=
http://www.colinvarndell.co.uk
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Covid versus bTB Testing
Have you had a test 
for covid yet? I haven’t 
but my wife has. There 
were some problems 
with the CV 19 website 
but, that said, it all went 
reasonably well although 
we did have to drive to 
Newport. The website 
suggested that Cardiff 
was nearer, which it is if 
you don’t mind swimming the Bristol Channel, but we 
elected to drive to Newport.

How would you feel if, on arriving at the test site, you 
were told that at best the test was only 80% sensitive. 
That is, for every 10 people infected with covid the 
test would only identify 8, the other 2 would continue 
to circulate in the community believing they were not 
infected.

Worse still, how would you feel if you were told that 
the test can be as ineffective as only 50% sensitive. That 
is, 5 out of 10 infected people would test negative and 
continue to circulate in the community believing they 
were not infected. You might as well have stayed at home 
and tossed a coin!

Unlikely perhaps, but 
that is exactly the case 
with the SICCT, skin test, 
for bovine TB in cattle. 
According to the Godfray 
Report the test is at best 
80% sensitive and at its 
worst just 49% sensitive. 
And on this test the 
Government bases its 
policy for the elimination 

of bTB in cattle, in the UK, within 25 years! 

A far better test, the actiphage test, does exist but is not 
yet licensed for use in the EU. The actiphage test is faster, 
more sensitive, can be used day after day and will not 
test positive on vaccinated animals thus negating the 
need for a DIVA  (distinguish between vaccinated and 
infected animals) test. 

So, now we are a ‘sovereign nation’ again, there would 
seem to be no reason why we cannot switch to the 
actiphage test and once and for all remove bTB from the 
UK herd. Unless, of course, those with a vested interest 
baulk at the number of cattle that would initially have to 
be slaughtered or if the EU refuse to accept our beef and 
dairy products.

Ah well, back to tossing a coin, it’s far easier.

Ian Mortimer
©

 Colin Varndell

Natural Environment Team
Hello Dorset Mammal Group members

In our spring and summer contributions this year, we’ve 
talked about the early impacts from the coronavirus on 
our working lives and provided an update on the NET 
Barn Owl Project. The owl project is led by Ali but the 
whole team are incredibly proud of the success of this 
project. We’ll be keeping an eye on the barn owls and 
hope to expand the provision of boxes in the years to 
come. 

Meanwhile, ecological consultants have been busy after 
the initial lockdown-induced delay to the survey season. 
When consultants are busy this means NET will be too. 
Indeed, this year planning applications requiring our 
ecological input are as numerous as ever whilst we all 
continue to work from home and communicate in new 
and exciting ways - relying heavily on technology!

This time last year we wrote about the government’s 
ambitions to deliver Environmental Net Gain. This is 
continuing to make progress although the Environment 
Bill, in which this approach is embedded, has been 

delayed due to the virus. However, it is now back in 
parliament for a second reading and we’re hopeful 
that there will be a legal requirement for all new 
developments to provide a 10% net gain for biodiversity 
by the spring of 2023. 

As we head toward the end of 2020, there seems little 
time to reflect on this unusual year but the addition 
of a new team member Emily, in January, has been a 
real boost to the team. Across the team we now have 
a range of skills and experience. Emily has added her 
considerable knowledge of sustainable development to 
the existing set of survey, species and planning know-
how. We are a dedicated bunch and apply all of our 
capabilities to securing the best nature conservation and 
biodiversity value possible through the planning process. 

Whilst we can’t be sure what next year will bring, one 
thing is for certain - the team will continue to do our 
utmost for the wildlife of Dorset.

With best wishes for a happy Christmas from all of us in 
the Natural Environment Team
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Trigger speed (time taken between the camera detecting 
motion to the picture/video being taken). This is really 
important as some animals may only put in a brief 
appearance which means cameras with a slow trigger 
speed might completely fail to fire in time to get an 
image. Cameras really need to have a trigger speed of no 
slower than half a second.

Type of infrared lights: low glow or no glow. Due to the 
laws of optics visible light focuses in a slightly different 
point to infrared light which means that daylight 
photographs will be sharp whilst night time shots, 
under infrared, will be very slightly blurry. So, for best 
photographic results use a camera with low glow infrared 
lights. However, these lights can alert an animal, or 
worse, a thief to the presence of your camera. This is not 
too much of a problem in your garden or other secure 
site, as animals quickly become used to the light and are 
nor spooked by it. If security of the camera is an issue 
then you will need to go for no glow lights. Some of the 
top range cameras have dual sensors that enable you to 
use no glow lights and still get a sharp image at night. 
These cost at least £260.

Battery life: most camera traps now manage to get a 
long life out of a set of batteries. I find Energiser lithium 
batteries are very good, alkaline are usually not too bad 
though some Browning models will not work with these. 
It is also possible to get rechargeable batteries though 
the initial outlay of a charger and two sets of batteries 
can be quite high especially as the cameras take at least 
eight batteries.

Learning how to use the camera can seem daunting at 
first but is quickly mastered with a little trial and error. 
It is best to practise in the garden until you know how to 
set the camera up to get good results. One of the biggest 
problems can be avoiding unnecessary activations of the 
camera, usually brought about by vegetation moving 
in the wind. Another problem can be the attraction of 
unwanted animals by using bait. So, for example, if you 
want to see if you are getting badgers in your garden use 
peanuts as bait not cat food as cats do not like peanuts 

Camera Traps
Over the last ten years the use of camera traps to record 
and identify wildlife has become very popular indeed. 
They are used by professional ecologists to record and 
identify individual tigers in India to amateur wildlife 
enthusiasts keen to see which animals visit their gardens 
at night. So how does a camera trap work? They are a 
combined video and still camera that is controlled by 
a heat and motion detector that automatically takes a 
photograph and/or a video clip every time the camera 
is triggered by an animal. They usually have an infrared 
light source for night-time shots. The recordings are 
saved on an SD card which you can then transfer to a 
computer or laptop for viewing and editing. I have used 
camera traps in my garden and recorded badgers, foxes, 
squirrels, hedgehogs, roe deer, wood mice, common and 
pygmy shrews and, once very briefly, a dormouse not to 
mention numerous birds and inquisitive cats. In addition 
I have set my cameras up away from home and recorded 
otters including cubs, pine marten, stoat, red deer, bats 
and tawny owl. In my role as mammal recorder I receive 
numerous records from people whose sightings have 
been made using a camera trap.

If you are interested in buying a camera trap I urge you 
to do your research thoroughly. There are many different 
brands and models to choose from but some are much 
better than others and, as is usual in life, you get what 
you pay for. The cheap, usually Chinese, cameras are 
of generally poor quality and have a short working 
life. Bushnell used to be considered the best but their 
quality and after sales service has slipped and the make 
that is now considered to give best value for money is 
the Browning range so I will only refer to their range of 
cameras in this article. Prices start at around £115 going 
up to about £250. This might seem a lot of money but 
quality and reliability are excellent and they come with 
a two year guarantee unlike most others which give no 
more than one year, if that.

There are a number of factors to consider when choosing 
which camera to buy the main ones being:

Video/photo quality. Ideally don’t go  less than 1280 x 
720 HD video and 16 Mega Pixel photo. 

©
 Steve Kourik
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so the local feline population will not be attracted to your 
garden. Sometimes you just have to resign yourself to 
the fact that for every twenty photos/video clips you get 
nineteen may be cats and the other one something more 
interesting. 

It is now possible to get close-up lenses to put on some 
camera models that allow you to set the device to record 
small animals such as mice and shrews.

If you would like to know more about the various camera 
traps available together with their specifications and 
prices I recommend this website: shop.naturespy.org

If you are a Facebook user a group that is well worth 
joining is: Wildlife Watching and Trail Cameras UK. 
Not only can you see the results other members’ have 
achieved you can also post questions and get sound 
advice on camera traps and how to use them.

The Dorset Mammal Group ran a one-day camera 
trap workshop several years ago, something we could 
repeat, once the pandemic restrictions are over. If you 
would be interested in coming to such a workshop 
please let me know by sending a message to: records@
dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk.

Steve Kourik

Contd. from page 6

thought to carry squirrelpox and appear to be immune 
to this virus, but it had devastating effects on the red 
squirrel population. Also, the loss of large areas of 
coniferous woodland has resulted in a loss of habitat 
for red squirrels, with food shortages and competition. 

England’s population of red squirrels is now around 
15,000, restricted mainly to 
Northumberland, the 
Lake District and 
islands such as 
Brownsea. 
People are 
helping 
red 
squirrels 
by 
reintro-
ducing 
them into 
some of 
their past 
habitats whilst 
monitoring and 
helping restore 
habitats; there are several 
red squirrel nature reserves such as Brownsea Island, 
away from the pressures of grey squirrels.

It is legal to kill grey squirrels, often regarded as pest 
or vermin, partly due to them being the cause of the 
downfall to our native red squirrels. Although killing 
grey squirrels may help our native reds, is it the correct 
and most humane thing to do, after all we humans 
introduced them in the first place?

Katie Sugg 
- Junior Correspondent

The Squirrel Dilemma

Photos © Katie Sugg

We have probably all seen a grey squirrel, but not 
everybody will have seen a red squirrel. So why are 
there so few red squirrels? It is reasonably well known 
that it is linked to the introduction and release of grey 
squirrels, but how far can we blame them? 

Red squirrels are our only native species of squirrel 
and have lived in the UK for around 10,000 years. They 
were widely spread across the whole of the UK, living 
in the vast majority of our woodland habitats, with 
their population peaking at around 3.5 million until 
their arch nemesis the grey squirrel was introduced 
into the UK.

In the 1800s the Victorians 
brought over the grey 

squirrel from North 
America as pets 

and for private 
collections. They 

did a fairly 
good job at 
keeping them 
enclosed and 
out of the 
surrounding 
countryside, 
until people 

became fed up 
with them and 

released their pet 
squirrels into local 

parks and gardens. 
Although the first record 

of a grey squirrel being 
released is from 1828, it was not until 1876 that their 
population had established in the wild.

One of the main reasons there was such a rapid 
reduction in red squirrel numbers, thereafter, is due to 
the deadly illness squirrelpox. Most grey squirrels are 

shop.naturespy.org
mailto:records%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=
mailto:records%40dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk?subject=


- 8 -

Usually, I would meet with other volunteer observers 
to enjoy the experience together but the opportunities 
to meet this year have been very limited! Pre-Covid we 
would meet once a month on Portland to collect data, 
hopefully this will be resumed soon! Every summer, 
Sea Watch organises a week long event called ‘The 
National Whale and Dolphin Watch’ which sees a massive 
collaboration between members of the public and 
many organisations all over the UK working together 
to collect data on the cetaceans that are in UK waters. 
The results of this year’s event are to be released soon 
but as a sneak peak - the species observed over that 
week included Atlantic White-sided Dolphin, Risso’s 
Dolphin, Common Dolphin, Minke Whale, Orca, Harbour 
Porpoise, Bottlenose Dolphin, White-beaked Dolphin and 
Humpback Whale! Wow! 

Sightings in Dorset this year have been similar to previous 
years, with the three most commonly sighted species 
being observed. A notable difference has been regular 
sightings of three Bottlenose Dolphins in Weymouth Bay 
and Portland Harbour. 

The dolphins would on occasion approach boats to 
bow ride but there were unfortunately many occasions 
where boats were approaching the dolphins, getting far 

Common dolphins bow riding
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dolphin and porpoise) have been recorded in 
the waters around the UK and three of those 
are regularly observed in Dorset waters - the 
Bottlenose Dolphin, Harbour Porpoise and Short 
beaked Common Dolphin.

It is very possible to observe marine mammals 
from land, where you are most likely to see 
Bottlenose Dolphins feeding and frolicking in the 
shallower inshore waters. If you are lucky you 
may also catch a glimpse of the shy and elusive 
Harbour Porpoise - they are much smaller than the 
Bottlenose Dolphin and generally, do not display 
the ‘crowd pleasing’ behaviours such as leaps and 
breaches. 

Usually seen a few miles from shore, Common 
Dolphins can be seen in groups varying from a few 
individuals to mega pods of hundreds. 

Collecting sighting data on cetaceans can be challenging 
- it is so dependant on the weather and sea conditions. 
Just a slight swell and chop can make it very difficult to 
pick out a fin. A sunny, calm day can also make difficult 
conditions with glare on the water and an increase in 
pleasure craft causing a disturbance. 

Sometimes it feels as if you just need a bit of luck to be in 
the right place at the right time! I volunteer as Regional 
Coordinator for the charity Sea Watch Foundation, 
which involves collecting data on the cetaceans in Dorset 
waters.

On the right day, collecting data is actually pretty easy 
and very enjoyable - it is literally sitting in an elevated 
position overlooking the sea with a pair of binoculars 
to hand and recording anything you see.  Until now, 
there has been a form to complete and send back 
to Sea Watch but the process is about to become 
more streamlined, with a new App named ‘Sea 
Watcher’ about to be launched. You will be able to 
download it on your smartphone or tablet and use 
it during coastal walks, fixed point watches or on 
board a vessel to report sightings of cetaceans, also 
seals, sharks, sunfish and leatherback turtles. There 
are also species fact sheets and photos to help with 
identification.

Even if you don’t see cetaceans during a watch, the 
data is still very valuable - knowing when they’re not 
there helps build up a bigger picture of seasonal changes 
and behaviour etc. 

Taking an hour or two to sit peacefully looking out to 
sea, enjoying the sights and sounds also has its health 
benefits - there has been a lot of talk this year about 
the impact of nature on peoples mental health. For me, 
sitting on a cliff looking for cetaceans, watching the birds 
and sometimes a seal if I’m lucky, sipping my coffee from 
my flask really helps take the stresses away! 

Cetaceans
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Danny, the lone bottlenose dolphin

Contd. page 9
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too close just to get a better look. The premature death 
of one of these dolphins, known locally as ‘Danny’ has 
served as a stark reminder of the very real threat of 
vessel disturbance and ship strike to cetaceans. 

Danny’s body was discovered in Portland Harbour in 
late October and recovered by CSIP (Cetacean Standings 
Investigation Programme). Their findings unfortunately 
confirmed that Danny was killed as a result of ship strike.

This individual had become habituated to humans 
and would approach boats and even divers- common 
behaviours of lone bottlenose dolphins. He first made 
an appearance in Dorset waters in the springtime of 
2018. We know from photo ID that this individual was 
previously well known in Cornwall, where the locals 
named him ‘Pierre’. They had hoped when he left 
Cornwall that he had perhaps joined a pod but he had 

actually moved east to Dorset. He was a sub adult and 
in good health, although marks and scars on his body 
suggested he had previous collisions with boats. 

Although marine mammals are protected by law, 
disturbance by vessels is all too common, and as we have 
seen, the results can be fatal.

The local community in Dingle, Ireland are also mourning 
the recent loss of a resident lone bottlenose dolphin 
named ‘Fungie’ who had been resident in the area for 
around 37 years.

It has been very sad news to hear of the loss of both 
individuals so close together.

If you are interested in marine conservation and 
becoming a regular observer, please do contact me at 
dorsetdolphin@outlook.com

Catherine de Bertrand

Contd. from page 8

Location, location . . .
Hello once again, autumn is slowly morphing into winter, our wildlife is changing with the 
seasons but still at risk from man. This may seem a bit of a sexist statement, but most 
wildlife crime, indeed nearly all, is committed by males.

At this time of year, coursing is the activity of choice, mainly in the East and North Dorset 
areas together with neighbouring counties of Wiltshire and Hampshire.

In case you are not conversant with the activity, groups of males will go out taking 
lurchers or other ‘long dog’ types (saluki’s, greyhounds etc.), they will target recently 
harvested or drilled fields, mainly of chalk down where the habitat is great for hares or 
good for deer. These people will then set the dogs loose after the prey, or chase them 
in their cars across fields, and through hedges/gates, highly illegal causing serious issues 
for farmers. If you see anything of this please report the matter together with a good 
location on 999.

Location is important, we like most emergency organisations have embraced ‘What 3 
words’ this is available as an App on your mobile and gives a location within 3m – so very 
useful in reporting suspicious or criminal activity to us, or if you are out walking and take 
a tumble the ambulance service. I strongly advise you to download this as it will not only 
help us, it could save you or someone else’s life.

Of other note – you may know I have been working on a spate of raptor persecution in 
the North and East of Dorset, not all linked but a rise in cases that is of concern. Mainly 
indiscriminate poisoning, something which has recently been highlighted on Countryfile. 
However there have been a couple of shot Buzzards as well, this is something not 
uncommon in the Northern part of the country near to grouse shoots, but down here in 
pheasant shooting territory, not something hugely reported or that the general public are 
aware of.

If you’re like me, it’s a great sight to see the whirling and swirling of these wonderful 
birds, but to find one or several killed – it’s quite heart-breaking.

PC Rob Hammond

Dead Buzzards
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Hedgehogs 
- More villages come on board

The ghost hedgehog initiative created a lot of interest. 
Initially it was Hugh Warwick who took an interest and 
wanted to use the idea to help promote his new book. 
Many people from out of the county wanted to know 
where they could get them from or how to make them. 
This has kept us busy! The ghost hedgehog signs also 
alerted some Dorset residents to the DMG’s hedgehog 
project, so many more Dorset contacts have been made.

Hayley, from Hayley’s Hedgehog Rescue, has been 
working hard to finalise the arrangements for the 
Hedgehog Foster Care Programme and the Release Site 
Programme. The idea is that the rescues, which are 
rushed off their feet, will have the burden of finding 
suitable foster carers taken off their shoulders as well 
as training people in how to foster care. The rescues 
will come to Hayley to ask who lives close by to them 
and who has had the foster care training and ‘passed’ 
(and is therefore an AFC – Approved Foster Carer with 
the DMG). Hayley will organise as much or as little as 
the rescues require. Secondly, Hayley is organising the 
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hedgehog release site programme. People who express 
an interest will be asked to fill out a questionnaire 
regarding their habitat, and based on that, Hayley will 
either recommend that they be accepted, or not. Hayley 
will be maintaining a running list of people who are 
trained and people who have offered their services.

Although lockdown has prevented public meetings from 
taking place our hedgehog friendly town and village 
initiative continues to grow.

When we were allowed I met Barry and Louise. They 
have decided to join our lovely group of hedgehog co-
ordinators. They will be aiming to make Wool a hedgehog 
friendly village (along with Bovington and East Burton). 
In addition I would also like to welcome Hope and Lucy 
from Dewlish who will be aiming to make Dewlish a 
hedgehog friendly village. 

Contd. page 11
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The dots on the map of Dorset really are beginning to join up! 

These new-to-the-project towns and villages, which are 
trying to start their hedgehog friendly journey, will be 
doing so in a slightly different way until we can resume 
public meetings. 

Shirley, from Sturminster Newton, whose first meeting 
had to be cancelled due to the pandemic, has been 
learning all about FaceBook and has been developing 
quite a following.  Shirley has also been involved with 
getting a speed camera installed in the town where there 
have been quite a few hedgehog deaths (21 I think). 
Shirley was also involved with the ghost hedgehog signs. 
Out of the blue someone turned up and asked her 
if she wanted any more made! Which she of course 
accepted with alacrity. 

Barry and Louise are members of the parish council 
so are well placed to spread the word through that 
network. They have also developed a hedgehog 
FaceBook page for the group, which is proving very 
popular. 

Lucy and Hope (Dewlish) are planning to post 
information through every household’s door to alert 
them to the project (it’s quite a small village) as well as 
starting a FaceBook page for Dewlish’s hedgehogs. 

So, although we can’t develop quite such active networks 
immediately, the foundations are being laid and the 
message is getting out there. When we are able to have 
the public meetings we will be well placed to spread the 
word.  So there is still a lot of hedgehog activity going on 
‘in the background’.

Large maps for Sturminster Newton, Wool and 
Bovington, Dewlish, Blandford, Lytchett Minster and 
Sandford are on order. Sarah and SJ from Upton are 
taking on Lytchett Minster as well as Upton, and Kate is 
taking on Sandford as well as Wareham.

©
 C

ol
in

 V
ar

nd
el

l



- 12 -

Contd. from page 11

Derek, our co-ordinator from Swanage (who was full of 
amazing ideas and who cut out 50 of the ghost hedgehog 
signs for us to paint), has had to give up his role as he is 
moving away. So if anyone knows of anyone in Swanage 
who is keen on hedgehogs please ask them to get in 
touch.

Hedgehog Friendly Sturminster Newton

Our wonderful Dorset hedgehog rescues are full to 
bursting with poorly hedgehogs and ones that would 
not survive hibernation. Our hedgehog hospital plan will 
eventually help to manage the hedgehogs that have to 
come into care. So please, if you are able, do contribute 
to the venture here:

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
dmghedgehoghospital?utm_term=NebxDvVRX

Susy Varndell 
-DMG Hedgehog Section

What a start! My first Hedgehog Co-ordinator meeting 
with the DMG was scheduled for 25 April 2020 at the 
Exchange in Sturminster Newton. I had an article printed 
in the April Unity community magazine advertising the 
slide show and talk and inviting all to come and find out 
how to make Sturminster a Hedgehog Friendly Town. 
Posters were made and laminated. Then coronavirus 
came along and restrictions meant the meeting had to 
be cancelled. I decided that the only way to continue 
my mission of saving and preserving hedgehogs in 
Sturminster was to attempt an on-line ‘page.’ No-one 
else in the DMG had, it seems, needed to take this 
path as the normal meetings set up with Susy and Colin 
Varndell  (and sometimes support coordinators) assured 
visitors of a friendly, professional introduction with slide 
shows and talks, map and pamphlets to say nothing of 
delicious refreshments, while questions and answers 
could be exchanged.

My IT skills, it has to be said, were minimal!  But as luck 
would have it, my daughter has been able to help me set 
up the Hedgehogs in Sturminster Newton group and to 
date we have 68 members.

Apart from getting my group started I have been focusing 
on recording roadkills of hedgehogs in Sturminster and 
putting up ghost signs along roads and lanes to make 
drivers more aware of their speed, especially at night 
when hedgehogs are on the move.

There seems to be a large population of hogs along the 
Manston Road area and very sadly I have recorded (and 
seen) 19 roadkills since 10 September.

One afternoon in September a stranger came to the front 
door and said he had seen the white ghost signs going up 
in Sturminster and offered to make some for free, as he 
had 2 weeks off work.

Contd. page 13
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signs (as promised by 
the Transport Secretary 
in 2019 to ‘reverse 
the decline of wildlife 
numbers’) depicting a 
hedgehog. Hopefully, 
if we get them, these 
signs will be a great help 
to remind drivers to be 
more vigilant during 
their journeys around 
our town.

On a lighter note!  One of my good friends was walking 
her dog the other day along Manston Road when she 
saw a hedgehog in the middle of the road.  She went and 
stood near the hedgehog, put up a hand and stopped 
the traffic. A driver got out of his car and hurried over to 
see what was the matter. She asked him to pick up the 
hedgehog and take it to safety over the other side, while 
she controlled her dog. He did what was asked with a 
smile; the hog lived another day. That was one plucky 
lady and one lucky hedgehog!

That’s all for now from Hedgehogs in Sturminster 
Newton.

Shirley Tweedie - hedgehog co-ordinator for 
Sturminster Newton

Contd. from page 12

How amazing is that?  
I had two remaining 
ghost signs so gave him 
one as a template to 
take away.  Two days 
later he returned with 
14 beautifully made 
ghost signs. My husband 
attached some posts and 
I painted them white. 
What a hero, and it was exactly what we needed. The 
kind gentleman likes and feeds hedgehogs in his garden 
along Manston Road and has several visiting; he is very 
sad to see so many roadkills.

I have been in contact with the Town Clerk in 
Sturminster highlighting the speed of traffic using 
Manston Road and suggesting ways to make drivers 
more aware of the wildlife that share the roads with 
them.

It seems a survey was carried out very recently and 
because of the data I have recorded for the endangered 
hedgehogs a Speed Indicator Device may be awarded 
to the Manston Road area! I am not holding my breath, 
but hope for good news! I have now requested from 
the Town Council some official Dept. for Transport road 

©
 Colin Varndell

As the Dorset Mammal Group enters a new and exciting phase as a 
Registered Charity (subject to the vote of the membership) we are 
looking for an enthusiastic and organised person to join the committee as 
secretary.  Could you be that person?

The role provides important continuity for the charity but is not onerous.  

Tasks include:

•	 Take and type up minutes for Committee meetings (6 per year)
•	 Draft agendas in consultation with the Committee
•	 Circulate meeting papers to the Committee 
•	 Book meeting venues
•	 Prepare and circulate papers for the AGM 
•	 Take minutes/record attendance at the AGM
•	 Deal with DMG’s insurance policy
•	 Receive general enquiries via the website and respond/forward to 

the appropriate trustee as required

We’d love to hear from you if you are interested in joining the Committee 
and taking on this central role.  

Contact: 
     Angela Price, Chairperson at chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Could YOU be DMG’s 
next Secretary?
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The Field
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It was in 1983 that my husband and I purchased our 
1.8 acre field with barn included.  We didn’t have any 
particular plans on what we were going to do with 
it.  I grew vegetables for a couple of years, but that 
was about all we did with it in the early years.  My 
husband’s job, 3 children and life, took over and it 
was to take 32 years (!!) before we really decided we 
needed to get to work on this field.  It had become 
overgrown to say the least.  However, once started, 
we have worked very hard to turn it into what it has 
become - our wildlife haven.  

My husband renovated/repaired the barn, and I have 
been in charge of the gardening.  The first job was to 
plant 300 hedging plants four years ago.  The next big 
project was creating a very large pond.  It was dug in 
the summer of 2017 but not lined and was not planted 
up until July 2018.    It only took three days before 
a swallow swooped over it to catch insects, and the 
dragonflies soon discovered it too!  To date we have 
had seven species of dragonflies.  Of course we have 
frogs, toads and newts, and this summer was the first 
time I saw a grass snake.  I also sowed three wildflower 
meadows during that summer.

The rest has evolved as time goes on.  I had a loose 
plan on what I wanted to plant and where.  We had 
an existing large bramble patch which has remained, 
and the large nettle patch was already there!  Every 
plant, tree or shrub that gets planted has to have some 
wildlife purpose.  I’ve planted many buckthorns in the 
hope that the Brimstone butterfly will lay her eggs on 
it.  Sorrel and fleabane already existed on the field, and 
that is beneficial for the Small Copper butterfly.  

In April we rescued twelve hedgehogs from Hamworthy 
Hedgehog Rescue, and I’m sure we will have new 
additions once the Spring mating season begins.  We 
are also lucky to share the field with two hares which I 
have captured on my camera trap.  

Our aim is to provide food/nectar, shelter and a safe 
breeding space for as many creatures as we can.  It 
has been and continues to be a labour of love, and 
it makes it all worthwhile when I’m able to watch 
the dragonflies laying eggs in the pond, bees and 
butterflies feeding on devil’s bit scabious, or capturing 
videos of a male hedgehog trying to entice a female.   
My favourite saying is, “I’m getting there”!   

Sue Conyers
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Dorset Mammal Group
Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Vacancy

Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2019/20
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Vacancy secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

The deadline for articles for the April 
2021 issue is 17th March. 

Send text as a Word.doc

Send photos as JPEGs, separately, not 
embedded in text.

Send us your wildlife stories!
As a DMG member, please feel free to contribute 
articles, anecdotes, photographs, sightings, 
records, queries or anything else mammal/wildlife 
orientated to the newsletter. Until now, we have 
relied heavily upon DMG committee members to 
produce the bulk of content for each issue, but 
it would be more inclusive if members became 
active correspondents too. If you have anything 
you might think would be of interest to members 
for any future issues, or if you have queries 
concerning guidelines for contributions, make 
contact by email to colin_varndell@hotmail.com. 

Ed.

T I B B A R R I A N

G B T I W E A S E L

O E M T O G X T M A

H X L S O D R O Y D

E P R O D A E A F E

G L A C M B E T U N

D T H E O P D A I V

E J N S U T E K R T

H I H R S F O U Y I

P Q L A E S Y E R G

Badger  Fox  Grey Seal  Hedgehog  Mole  Pine Marten  Rabbit

Stoat  Weasel  Wood Mouse  Rat  (The extra mammal)

Steve Kourik

Mammal Quiz Answers from page 4
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