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News & Views
April 2019

From the Dorset Mammal Group
Website: www.dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

The View from the Chair:
It looks like spring has arrived which hopefully means 
we can go outdoors without loads of layers of clothing. 
Certainly wildlife seems to agree and I’m seeing 
butterflies and bumblebees in my garden.
I look after the mammal surveys for the RSPB in 
Weymouth and a couple of weeks ago a friend and I did 
a survey at Radipole, having probably the last access to 
areas the marsh harriers will be using for breeding and 
which are off the public areas. I was really glad we went 
because we found otter tracks and spraints - the poo 
otters use to mark their territory - and some water vole 
footprints as well. So there is always a small chance of 
seeing both these lovely mammals at Radipole.
Talking of otter spraints, I was given some from a garden 
through which a stream of the River Piddle flows, and the 
otter, which has been seen there, seems to enjoy eating 
small mammals and amphibians as well as the odd fish - 
mainly trout. The tibia and fibula leg bones of frogs are 
joined together so identifying them is quite easy and at 
least a couple of frogs had met this otter.
The work on charitable status continues but is slow 
and painstaking and I have to thank Diana and Jo for all 

the effort they have put into the matter. We all want 
to get it right first time when we apply for Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation status, which will give us 
a little more credibility and opportunity to apply for 
grants.
I’m organising some small mammal trapping sessions 
with the Knoll Gardens at Staple Hill near Wimborne, 
which will be open to members of both organisations, 
the hope is we may find continued occurrence of yellow-
necked mice, which are scarce anywhere in the county.
On April 12th I’ve arranged for vet Alex Barlow to talk to 
us in Bridport about diseases of hares and he’ll give us 
the latest on the Rabbit haemorrhagic disease RHDV2 
which has been found having jumped species to hares 
near Bridport. It’s at the Bridport United Church hall at 
7.30pm and all are welcome.
Enjoy the better weather and longer days and go out 
into the countryside looking for wildlife but please don’t 
forget to send in records of your sightings, especially as 
the Mammal Atlas is nearing publication.

Angela Price 
- DMG Chair                Otter and Spraint
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The next DMG Otter & Water Vole Survey will be on 
Saturday 27th April/Sunday 28th April 2019

It would be very helpful if more members volunteered 
to take part, as this enables further sites to be visited, 
and would hopefully give us a more accurate picture.

Dorset Mammal Group Otter Section

© Kenneth Hutchinson

Otter Survey Training Course - 
March 2019
Many thanks to the 36 members who attended the Otter 
Survey Training course at Dorchester in March. 

We covered Health & Safety, Survey Planning, River 
Stour Presentation on Site identification, Survey 
Form completions, and also Otter facts and figures 
regarding Holt/Spraint Identification, food and Habitat 
requirements.                                                     

Also thanks to Sandie Moors former Environment Agency 
Officer for her presentation on her work surveying the 
River Piddle.

Special thanks to Steve Kourik for his presentation on his 
role as DMG Mammal Recorder/Records Officer. 

If any other members require Otter Survey training then 
please E-mail me at surveyotter@btinternet.com

I will be setting out another Field Survey Training Course 
later this year.

Please see below Survey results Spotlighting the River Axe & River Brit (next page) Catchment 
between 2013 – 2018. These show the importance of the surveys which highlights the Positive or 
Negative results and other important information. Hopefully later this year we aim to transfer all our 
collated information from Surveys on to Ordnance Survey Maps to get a clearer view of the Otters’ 
numbers and movements.

©
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Hopefully we can look forward to the rest of 2019 as a positive year for our 
Dorset Otters with your support. 

All the best,
Ken Hutchinson - DMG Otter co-ordinator 

Dorset Mammal Group Otter Section Contd . . .
©

 Ken Hutchinson

Harvest mouse
The harvest mouse is the smallest rodent found in Dorset. It is a habitual 
climber, using its prehensile tail as a fifth limb. 

In my personal experience 
photographing harvest mice, 
I have never witnessed one 
jumping. 

Harvest mice have all but 
disappeared from their 
favoured habitat of arable 
farmland. You will most likely 
find them in reed beds today, 
or brambly hedgerows around 
hay meadows.

Colin Varndell
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This is a contentious subject to 
many people on both sides of the 
fence and one to which we as the 
police must sit, being impartial 
but enforcing the law where 
possible. Hunting with dogs has 
been outlawed since the bill came 
in 2004. The loopholes make it 
difficult to prove offences, but 
not impossible. The law does 
help against poachers who take 
delight in setting dogs onto our 
mammals for fun, sport, money 
or bragging rights (in between 
stealing, damaging property and 
threatening our rural folk), but for the historic hunts 
that now ride as trail hunts it is difficult. Now don’t 
get me wrong as a traditional pastime these events 
are an important part of the social scene and I for 
one would enjoy a cross country hack with friends, 
but it is not a sport and undoubtedly a very small 
percentage are acting illegally.

For the police to be pro active and actively monitor 
the events is a difficult task especially taking in all 
the factors involved such as timings, terrain, routes, 
how many events are taking place (sometimes 2 or 
3 trail hunts run on the same day). The police do not 
have infinite resources and we operate on a threat-
risk-harm basis, meaning people and especially the 
vulnerable will always take precedence.  Saying 
that, some police officers will try to see what is 

Sport?

going on. They may be sent, or of course (WCOs) 
be notified of any potential wildlife crimes that 
may be reported. The police do get sent footage 
by monitors; unfortunately this is often not up to 
evidential standard, nor of course is any footage 
posted by activists on social media, it’s a pity but 
some of the monitors do some good work to the 
extent that some ‘hunt masters’ do get summonsed 

to court by working with WCOs.

Unfortunately the passion and 
anger of both sides leads to 
confrontation, again this is where 
the police do get involved - anger 
leads to violence and that is not 
the answer for either side. Not 
that there are regular bun fights 
between either side, but on one 
side there’s a small core of die 
hard traditionalists, the other 
a group of dedicated activists 
with in between a whole host 
of mixed views and standpoints. 
With offences to consider from 
illegal hunting, sett disturbance, 

aggravated trespass, public order offences, assaults, 
the list goes on . . .

Ultimately until the core subject of traditional past 
times falls into its rightful place  -in forgotten history 
- and people continue to persecute our wildlife, we 
will undoubtedly continue to sit on the fence trying 
to catch either side breaking the law with limited 
resources.

PC Rob Hammond
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Work on the Mammal Atlas is continuing well, but 
is a slow process because we have no less than 
thirty species of terrestrial mammals in Dorset, 
not including the seventeen species of bats, on top 
of which we have a handful of marine mammals 
that can be seen along our coast. However, we are 
now at the stage when we will soon be putting 
information on to the website.

Please submit records of the mammals you see, 
including records of signs of the animals, even if 
you have not seen the creature itself.  Examples 
of signs include molehills, badger setts, paw 
prints and droppings (if you are confident you can 
identify them). Submitting the records is easy via 
the mammal recording link on our website, or the 
Dorset Environmental Records Living Record scheme 
or by sending me details by email at records@
dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk  –  just make sure you 
let me have: the species, date seen and the location 
grid reference to six figures.

Mammal Recording and 
Dorset Mammal Atlas

One convenient way to find out which mammals 
are visiting your garden is by setting up a camera 
trap. The price of these devices has tumbled over 
the last couple of years, such that I have seen them 
advertised on Amazon for as little as £27. Camera 
traps are best for recording larger mammals, 
although some can close-focus and can record 
rodents. For all mammals, success is improved by 
putting bait out, peanuts for foxes and badgers and 
wild bird seed for rodents.  Of course you will also 
record birds but that can be interesting in its own 
right. 

I would be particularly interested in any sightings 
of Wild Boar. There used to be a small population 
in West Dorset, but there have been no reports of 
them for at least two years. So wild boar may have 
been eliminated by those who don’t like them or 
do you know otherwise? Another mammal that is 
rarely recorded is the Water Shrew, I would like to 
hear about any sightings of these interesting little 

creatures. Records of introduced 
species such as Edible Dormice 
and Muntjac Deer are also of 
interest, so as to establish whether 
they are still present, are declining 
or increasing in number and 
range. Please let me know.

Steve Kourik 
– Dorset Mammal Recorder

Sika Deer
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Edible Dormouse
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In January and February this year, I spent a 
week on the Falkland Islands followed by a 
voyage to South Georgia, Elephant Island 
and Antarctica on an expedition ship with 
49 other travellers.  My main interests were 
wildlife, especially whales and penguins, and 
experiencing wilderness.

Only 2000 staying visitors a year currently 
visit the Falklands (plus 50,000 day visitors 
from cruise ships).  I visited three small islands 
run by families as sheep farms and wildlife 
reserves, with only 4-6 eco tourists at a time.  
With the over-arching rule to give way to 
wildlife and always keep a distance of 5m 
unless the animals themselves approached 
closer, we wandered wherever we chose.  The 
larger mammals and birds are so unfamiliar 
with seeing humans that they are unafraid 
and curious.  We were able to sit in penguin colonies 
for hours as they went about their daily business and 
approach moulting southern elephant seals on the beach 
as they swept sand over their backs to relieve the itching. 
We almost tripped over seals concealed in the tussock 
grass, only visible by their flippers looking like discarded 
leather gloves - needless to say, we beat a hasty retreat 
from these huge animals.  We were warned to keep 
our distance from the sea lions.  They are aggressive 
especially when protecting their harem and young, and 
can easily outpace a running person.  

The sea voyage left from Stanley and 18 days later 
arrived in Ushuaia in Terra del Fuego, Argentina.  In 
between there were periods of leisurely sea days on 
the ship’s bridge interspersed with very busy twice-daily 
landings or sea explorations in Zodiac RIBs.  The remote 
beaches of South Georgia and Antarctica were literally 
teeming with wildlife, in all its noisy, smelly, glorious and 
often gory cycle of life and death.  Any beach on South 
Georgia would be filled with a profusion of aggressive 

Seals and Whales in Antarctica

Elephant Seal in Mud Wallow
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Male and Female Sea Lions

Antarctic fur seals - pups and juveniles with females in 
large harems led by a male - moulting elephant seal on 
the beach or in mud wallows among the tussock grass, 
often two different species of penguin, all attended by 
giant petrels and great skuas waiting to predate a sickly 
youngster.  Further south, we started seeing whales 
and different species of seals - Weddell, leopard and 
crabeater.

1.3m fur seals were killed for their skins in the 18th and 
19th centuries almost wiping out the population, then 
attention turned to elephant seals, which were hunted 
to near extinction for their oil. Try pots remain on some 
South Georgian beaches in which seals were rendered 
down, with penguins being used as fuel.  The Island also 
has the ruined industrial settlements of the whaling 
industry which, in the first half of the 20th century 
reduced the abundant whale population to near collapse 
from which it is only just beginning to recover.  Since 
1965, seals and whale have had total protection.

It is the whales that will stay in my memory.  One 
afternoon on the south Scotia Sea, over 50 
whales - sei, fin, humpback and a possible 
blue whale – all spouting in their unique ways, 
surrounded us.  They were so close to the ship 
that one fellow traveller said ‘I can see right 
down its blow hole’.  On an early morning 
Zodiac trip in Antarctic water we heard regular 
breathing and came on a sleeping humpback 
whale bobbing gently on the surface.  Later 
that day we had the privilege of watching four 
humpback whales feeding in coordination by 
diving and blowing bubbles to drive krill to the 
surface, then surfacing with their great open 
mouths, exhaling and finally diving again.  Pure 
magic.

Jo Morland
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Our friends at MARINElife have been 
very busy for the past 4 months 
recording cetacean and sea bird 
sightings from around the English 
Channel, North Sea and the Bay of 
Biscay.

Did you know that, despite its 
international reach, MARINElife 
is based in Bridport? They run 
recognition training courses around 
the country but because of their 
Dorset roots they often run a 
course in Dorset. The next one, in 
conjunction with the DWT, will be on 
Saturday June 22nd, details can be 
found at: 

https://marine-life.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a
7914b2034f00765cc66c59db&id=410e983c56&e=8f868
61eff

More up-to-date information about MARINElife projects, 
sightings, species guides and trips can be found on their 
web site at: www.marine-life.org.uk

Ian Mortimer

Grey Seal

© Colin Varndell

April again - how did that happen! 
This month 50% of cubs that have 
survived the last two months 
underground will emerge for the 
first time to face the perils of badger 
life and already we are seeing an 
increased number of road kills. 

If you do see road kills (usually 
termed RTAs), of any mammal, 
please report them on the DMG 
web-site reporting form at www.
dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com 
or badgers can be reported to me at: 
badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.
uk. 

As always safety comes first but, 
where we can, we check rtas to confirm that they are 
not lactating females. If they should be lactating females, 
it is likely that there will be cubs underground and with 
our knowledge of sett locations we might be able to feed 
cubs, if they are old enough to come up for food, until 
they are capable of foraging for themselves.

Dorset Badger Vaccination Project (DBVP) is currently 
gearing up for this year’s vaccination programme and, 

Badgers

amongst other things, is still recruiting volunteers. This 
could involve anything from putting down a handful of 
peanuts for a couple of nights to completing the APHA 
Training Course to become a qualified vaccinator. In 
April DBVP will be running their own training course for 
volunteers and anyone wishing to attend can contact me 
on the above email address.

Ian Mortimer
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Please email dormice@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk if you wish 
to attend. 

We restrict the number of people on these checks to six. If too 
many people sign up, a waiting list is created. If you sign up 
and then find you cannot attend it is important that you let me 
know so that I can let someone on the waiting list take up the 
vacant place. 

If the weather is inclement the survey may be called off. The 
time and joining instructions for each survey will be sent out to 
those who sign up.

Saturday 20th April Thorncombe Woods
Saturday 11th May Netherbury
Saturday 22nd June Thorncombe Woods
Sunday 21st July Netherbury
Saturday 24th August Thorncombe Woods
Saturday 17th September Netherbury
Saturday 19th October Thorncombe Woods
Saturday 23rd November Netherbury

These sites are part of the PTES National Dormouse Monitoring 
Programme and all the survey results are sent to them.

Susy Varndell 
Dormouse section leader

Dormouse survey dates 
with the Dorset Mammal Group 2019

© Colin Varndell

These surveys are open to Dorset Mammal Group members only.

After two amazing years in Netherbury, HHR has now moved (back) to Dorchester. We will be 
taking a short break from taking in hedgehogs ourselves as my partner Andy and I are expecting 
a baby in early June, BUT the rescue is NOT closing as such. 

For the past few months we have been very busy getting together a brilliant, passionate board of 
trustees, and HHR is about to become registered as a small charity with HMRC. This means that 
there is now a team of people behind the running 
of HHR and we have lots of ideas for the future of 
the rescue, so watch this space! 

While I will not be physically taking in hedgehogs 
while I settle into motherhood, I will still be 
available via phone, email and social media for 
advice and to help get hedgehogs the help that 
they need. I will be working closely with our foster 
carers & other local rescues. HHR will also still be 
raising awareness at events and talks, and doing 
what we can to promote hedgehog conservation. 

So . . . a lot of changes, but lots of excitement too. 
Thanks for your ongoing support of HHR’s journey! 

Hayley and the hogs

Big changes at Hayley’s Hedgehog 
Rescue (HHR)!

©
 Colin Varndell
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The Dorset Mammal Group is aiming to reverse the 
decline of the hedgehog population in Dorset by 
developing towns and villages into hedgehog-friendly 
habitats. As hedgehogs travel around one mile every 
night in their quest to find enough food, and a mate, the 
Dorset Mammal Group is trying to make their life easier. 
We are encouraging residents to develop hedgehog-
friendly streets by making holes in, or under, their 
garden fences and walls for hedgehogs to pass through. 
We are also encouraging residents to adopt hedgehog-
friendly activities in their gardens by providing food and 
shelter, and where slug pellets are not used. If you have 
a hedgehog you also have a very efficient slug consumer!

Bridport, Piddletrenthide, East Stour, Halstock, 
Blandford, Dorchester, Bere Regis, Portland, Wareham, 
Shipton Gorge, Stourton Caundle, Crossways and 
Hazelbury Bryan are already hedgehog-friendly towns or 
villages. Beaminster, Milborne St Andrew and Pimperne 
have just started the project. West Milton, South Perrott, 
Chedington, Corscombe and Hinton St Mary are just 
beginning on the hedgehog-friendly journey. 

This journey starts with a public meeting where a 
presentation on hedgehogs generally, and Dorset’s 
mammals, is shown. People are encouraged to sign up 
to the project there at the first meeting after which a 
second meeting is arranged where details of what needs 
to happen to make the town or village hedgehog-friendly 
is shared. A free hedgehog information pack is given out 
to everyone. Each town and village has its own hedgehog 
co-ordinator. These co-ordinators are central to the 
success of the initiative. Further hedgehog meetings and 
activities are arranged when wanted.

The hedgehog section of the DMG is also working with 
fifteen of Dorset’s hedgehog rescuers, as well as many 
vets. We can help with funding for poorly hedgehogs, as 
well as helping with the over wintering of hedgehogs, if 
needed. The group is able to stay in contact and share 
information where necessary. This has proved invaluable 
already. We are also carrying out research into why our 
Dorset hedgehogs are going into care or to the vet. These 
results will help us to refine our education programme.

The Dorset Mammal Group hedgehog section is now 
planning a hedgehog hospital. The need for a hedgehog 
hospital is overwhelming. To that end a business plan is 
being put together to present to the DMG committee for 
approval. If you would like to support this project in any 
way please email hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.
uk.

See our Dorset Mammal Group hedgehog friendly towns 
and villages FaceBook page to keep up-to-date with 
hedgehog activities in Dorset.

Susy Varndell DMG Hedgehog Leader 
hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

The Dorset Hedgehog Project - an update
Hedgehog conservation In Dorset with the Dorset Mammal Group

It was amazing to find out that so many people across 
Europe are doing research into the European hedgehog. 
It was equally amazing to be in the same room as so 
many doctors who were reporting on their various 
aspects of hedgehog research. The conference was 
hosted by the Royal Parks in Hyde Park at The 
Look Out, a building in the centre of the park, 
which was a superb location. We had to 
walk through the park each morning, 
which was a great way to start the 
day, especially as it was such glorious 
weather.

Pat Morris was the keynote speaker 
and opened the proceedings. One 
of the points he made was that 
calculating the actual number of 
hedgehogs is virtually impossible. Ben 

The European Hedgehog Research Group Workshop 22/23 February 2019
Williams, from the National Hedgehog Survey (which we 
took part in), showed that badgers and hedgehogs rarely 
share the same location, mostly due to the devastation 
done to the environment by us humans. Hedgehog 
rehabilitators pricked up their ears when it was shown 

that recuperated hedgehogs could be released 
back into the wild during the winter 

months, under the right conditions. It 
was two days of continuous hedgehog 
information based on scientific 
research. We made some good 
contacts, which will help us in our work 
with our Dorset hedgehogs. We also 
discovered that Dorset is doing more 
for its hedgehog population compared 
to any other county in the country.

Colin and Susy Varndell

© Colin Varndell
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Caroline and Jeff, from Vale Wildlife Hospital in 
Gloucestershire, once again came to Dorset to train 
another thirty hedgehog rescuers and carers. Participants 
came from all over the county. The day was well 
organised with help from Hedgehog Friendly Dorchester 
(Anthea and Linda), Hedgehog Friendly Blandford 
(Denise) and Helen. Information about the Dorset 
Hedgehog Project was available for everyone and many 
useful contacts were made.

An early start was necessary as the hall had to be set 
up ready for the delegates to arrive from 8.30 am. 
The topics covered included legal aspects of running a 
rescue, zoonotic risks, examination and assessment of 
the patient leading on to the first aid and nursing care 
needed. We learnt that rearing orphans is not for the 
faint hearted as this takes an enormous amount of time. 
We were also able to examine faecal samples under the 
microscope and learnt how to administer fluids. The 

Vale Hedgehog First Aid, Care and Rehabilitation Course March 2019
booklet, which every participant took away with them, is 
a bible of knowledge to support rescuers.

Our initial purpose in hosting the Vale course in Dorset 
was to establish a county-wide base line for hedgehog 
care and to promote good practice. The DMG now has 
a network of fifteen carers and rescuers across the 
county who we can call on when anyone finds a poorly 
hedgehog. This nucleus of people is well qualified to 
disseminate Vale’s high standards. They can share their 
success and failures, their doubts and uncertainties, what 
works and what doesn’t work. The care and treatment 
of Dorset’s hedgehogs has taken another significant step 
forward, a catalyst for future development.

This event was heavily subsidised by the DMG hedgehog 
section. Many thanks to anyone who has made donations 
to help progress this work.

Susy Varndell DMG Hedgehog Leader

©
 Colin Varndell

The Hedgehog Predicament slide show is a high impact, visual presentation, 
which is constantly changing, due to new research and information 
becoming available. 

The presentation was created to run 
hand-in-hand with the DMG Hedgehog 
Project; indeed it is one of the strands of 
the project. 

Due to the current dire hedgehog 
situation, we want to show this to as 
many people as possible. Towns and 
villages, which are already hedgehog-
friendly under the guidance of DMG 
can book this presentation for free. 
Other places or organisations pay a 
speaker’s fee. 

If you know of a group or 
organisation, which may be 
interested in hedgehogs, or are 
regularly booking speakers, pass this 
information on please.

Colin Varndell

The Hedgehog Predicament
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Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2018/19
Chairperson Angela Price chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer Mel Elliott treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary Julia Cumming secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership Mel Elliott membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events Susy Varndell events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader Ian Mortimer badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader Ken Hutchinson otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader Rachel Moors media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder Steve Kourik records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader Susy Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Newsletter Co-ordinator Colin Varndell hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader Angela Price

Without Portfolio Jo Morland

Without Portfolio Diana Maxwell
Dorset Mammal Group

Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Julia Cumming 01305 257500 
Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/

Friday 12th April Hare talk in Bridport United Church Hall 7.30pm

Sat/Sun 27/28th April Spring Otter and Water Vole Survey 

Saturday 27th April Hinton St Mary’s first hedgehog meeting

Saturday 27th April
Badger watching North Buckham Farm

Please email events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk if you wish to attend

Tuesday 30th April (TBC) West Milton first hedgehog meeting

Saturday 18th May DMG constitution meeting Colliton Club

Saturday 18th May
Badger watching North Buckham Farm

Please email events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk if you wish to attend
Monday 3rd June 
for the week DMG display in county hall including hedgehog display

Saturday 29th June
Badger watching North Buckham Farm

Please email events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk if you wish to attend

July Dorset Mammal Group AGM

Friday 26th July August newsletter deadline

Friday 20th September The Hedgehog Predicament at St Swithun’s Church Hall Bridport 7pm for 7.30pm

Dates for your Diary
Consult the DMG website to see the final details 

of all the events (as they become available)
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