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The View
from the Chair

who could do it, please ask them to contact us as a
matter of urgency - as this is the only way some of our
members keep in touch with what we are doing.

The committee has been working hard at exploring
how we progress the group towards a more formal
charitable status. We’ve looked at several options and
decided almost unanimously, that we will investigate
becoming a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.
It’s rather complicated and will need revision of our
constitution which will either require an EGM or we
wait until the next AGM to put forward our findings to
the membership. We need to be fully in support of such
fundamental changes, but we all feel we need to do
something to move forward.

The Mammal Society has requested that we make an
extra effort on small mammals next year. Apparently,
they have just noticed that no one seems to be surveying
them or supplying information. This isn’t quite true but
we do tend to concentrate on the more cute ones like
dormice. Hopefully, Steve Kourik and I will be trying to
do something about this and organise some surveys and
trapping forays in the spring and we’ll give members a
chance to participate.

Susy and Colin have been very busy with their hedgehog
presentation, which is a huge success, so congratulations
to them and thanks for giving the message to the
broader public about how vulnerable this iconic creature
is and how we can make it less so.

I’ve been liaising with the RSPB in Weymouth for a
couple of years and have run their mammal surveys this
year, some of which are small mammals such as harvest
mice - they don’t come much smaller - and I hope we can
continue this shared interest in future years.

Thanks also to Susy for editing our newsletter for so
long and doing such a brilliant job. Unfortunately, she
wants to hand over that job to someone else to free
up a little time in her busy schedule. So far no one has
come forward to take over, which is a bit disappointing.
So please if you know someone who has the enthusiasm
and perhaps the skills to take over, or even a small group

I shall wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas and
a good New Year, please do consider looking for signs of
mammals if you go out to walk off your Christmas pud
and do keep sending records in to Steve.

© Colin Varndell

Angela Price

Harvest mice. Fancy surveying for these cute creatures? Let Angela know if you are interested.
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D O R S E T M A M M A L G R O U P OT T E R S EC T I O N
Many thanks to all that took part, your time and efforts
are greatly valued.

Firstly welcome back to Ruth Bessant and new-born who
both went out on the Survey. Forty seven Surveyors plus
Junior took part in the DMG Autumn Survey this year,
with numerous sites visited and various observations
recorded. Many thanks to the Surveyors who took
photographic evidence and added more information
about sites visited.

More Surveyors are required for the Spring Survey
2019 so please register your interest to Email survey@
btinternet.com
We will also undertake another Otter Survey Training
Course in January 2019, so if you are interested in
attending please also register to Email survey@
btinternet.com

This Survey followed a long hot Summer and many rivers
were overgrown with plenty of vegetation that had not
yet died down and made observations more difficult.

Date for your Diary
27th /28th April 2019 Dorset Mammal Group Otter and Water Vole Spring Survey 2019

Ken Hutchinson
DMG Otter Co-ordinator
This cheeky otter was seen using one of Wessex Water’s surface water sewers. Its photo was automatically
captured during a routine check of their drains not far from Ferndown Town Centre.
Once the Otter had his picture taken he turned round on himself and went the way he came!
DMG member Chris Wilkinson, one of the Otter surveyors had this photo from Wessex Water to be
published for our Newsletter.

-2-

D.M.G. – Otter and Water Vole Autumn Survey 2018
240 Sites Visited 69 Sites with Positive Evidence 212 Results Recorded 48 Surveyors + 2 Trainees
Code: V = Visited P = Positive sites S = Surveyors
River Avon 		 3V, 2P, 3S				
River Axe 		 21V, 4P, 3S 			
					 + 2 Trainees			
River Brit 		 32V, 14P, 8S			
											
River Char 		 10V, 5P, 4S			
River Frome 32V, 6P, 6S			
											
River Piddle 24V, 9P, 4S			
River Stour 		 106V, 28P, 18S		
											
											
											
River Wey		 12V, 1P, 2S 			
River Yeo 		 0V, 0P, 0S

Daren Fanner, Paul Turton & Kenneth Hutchinson
Kevin Hill, Martyn Johnson & Mike Lowing
Jackie & Anthony (Trainees)
Lisa Bukalders & David Jones, Monty Crook & Mechtild Testroet, 				
Andy Jefferies, Stephen Kourik, Ian Mortimer, Myra & Charles Sealy
Elizabeth Daros & Philippa Fortesque, Carol & Neil Murray
William Davis, Heike Heinzelmann & Peter Foggin,
Jane Meredith & Nicola Mann, Lawrence Shillingford.
Philip Bowell, Kenneth Hutchinson, Sandie Moors, Julian Wardlaw,
Ruth Bessant, Maude Chappell & Shirley Rutter, Daren Fanner,
Sheila & Catherine Dyason, Gerald Gorton, Kenneth Hutchinson,
Mitch Perkins, Denise Montague & Heather Brain, Sophie Smith,
Sara Tschersich & Harry & Joe, Paul Turton, Karen Winsor & Mike Dimmer
Alan Howard, Angela Price
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Otter and Water Vole Autumn Survey 2018 Contd ...
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Otter and Water Vole Autumn Survey 2018 Contd ...

Ken Hutchinson
DMG Otter Co-ordinator

A brief update from MARINElife
It’s been a busy few months for marine life. Seabird
migrants have left us, overwintering coastal birds have
been arriving, and our shores are getting peppered by
white balls of fluff in the forms of adorable seal pups.

Colin Morris at The Vincent Trust

It’s also been a busy few months for MARINElife too.
After receiving some amazing entries to our photography
competition, we launched our 2019 calendar, available
for sale now in time for Christmas. Meanwhile, some of
our surveyors spent almost a month on the Peltic survey,
dodging storms, and recording the marine mammals and
seabirds of the Western Channel and Celtic Sea.

Colin has been made redundant. He has been told
the Trust will no longer be giving out free advice but
he has been told he will be able to continue to do
this. So if you have any questions, or need advice
or help with any bat related issues or creating bat
roosts or habitat, he is here to help, including bat
surveys.

We welcomed a new face to our team, in the form of
CalMac ESAS surveys coordinator Simon Pinder.

But please can you contact Colin at his home email
address of colinmorris57@aol.com.

And in preparation for 2019, places on our must-do
Lundy Island Adventure training weekend were made
available.

Or try his telephone number 07530 259 225.
Please put these contact details in your address book
now as Colin’s VWT email address will cease to exist
in November.

And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. You can read all
about what our organisation has been up to through our
monthly newsletter; something well worth subscribing
to to get a regular dose of all things marine straight
to your inbox. Check it out here: https://mailchi.
mp/316107d91aa0/marinelife-newsletter-november2018?e=[UNIQID]

With thanks to Kate Redman
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Heike gives an insight into her
volunteering work at Arne

on their walk and helping them to find their way
round.

I work one day a week as a volunteer warden at RSPB
Arne

● In summer we check and fix fences and gates to
make sure that cattle, sheep and the woolly pigs are
kept in the areas they are supposed to graze, and
not elsewhere. Or in the case of deer, they are kept
outside the areas that they are not supposed to graze.
While standing ankle deep in the mud, fighting with
barbed wire, you might suddenly see a kingfisher dash
past or an osprey above your head. Never leave your
binoculars at home!

On a Monday morning I have to get up a bit earlier than
normal. It’s always a terrible rush. I jump on my scooter
to catch the 7.40 ferry from Sandbanks to Shell Bay. On a
beautiful summer morning, there is nothing better than
driving through the Purbecks, wind in my face! I am on
my way to Arne.
For almost a year now, I have been volunteering every
Monday with the estates team at the RSPB reserve, work
and family commitments permitting. It’s my highlight of
the week. It is a fabulous contrast to my office job, sitting
in front of a computer all day. It is very physical, often
taking me to my limits. I suppose it makes me appreciate
my comfy office chair more on a Tuesday morning. If you
are thinking about joining a gym, think again and join
the RSPB team instead! Your energy will be put to good
use. There are plenty of opportunities to see areas of
the reserves not normally open to the public. Apart from
Arne, the team is looking after a list of reserves in Dorset,
like Radipole and Lodmoor in Weymouth, Garston Wood
and Holton Lee, to name just a few of the bigger ones.

● Now in autumn we are working again on the
mammoth task of keeping the heath clear of pine
trees. In a reserve the size of Arne, it is a never-ending
story. Small saplings are pulled out, the bigger ones
are cut with loppers or a bow saw or a chainsaw. I
can feel my back at the end of the day. But it is the
only way of preserving our precious heathland for
the Dartford warbler, the ladybird spider, the sand
lizard, the smooth snake and all the other species
that rely on this type of habitat, which has been so
much reduced in the south of England over the years.
Sometimes we get schools or companies joining us for
a day of pine pulling. It is amazing what areas a larger
group of people can clear in one day. The more the
merrier!

Driving up Soldier Lane, I wonder what tasks are
awaiting us. We usually work in small groups of up to
five volunteers. The groups are generally led by one
of the residential volunteers, or by a member of staff.
The RSPB doesn’t make a big difference between staff
and volunteers; we are all part of the team. They look
after their volunteers by laying on special events for us,
like guided walks, talks and a super delicious summer
barbecue.

● The winter will bring more pine pulling and shrub
cutting, while keeping an eye on the spoonbills
feeding at high tide. On really cold and nasty days we
might be in the workshop, looking after the tools and
vehicles, making sure everything is ready for the next
season. There is never a dull day, when you work with
a great bunch of people.

The tasks we do vary according to the seasons:
● In spring we carry out important maintenance work,
like fixing paths, digging holes to find leaks in the
water pipes or putting up memorial benches. There
is always an opportunity to have a little chat with
visitors in the process, listen to what they have seen

When I drive home over the ridge near the golf club,
looking down on the harbour and over Brownsea, I
know it is always worth the aching back to be part of the
preservation of this unique and fascinating part of the
country. Nothing a bit of Voltarol can’t fix!
© Colin Varndell

Heike Heinzelmann

One of the special creatures to look out for at Arne – a sand lizard.
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Mammal Recorder’s Report
Firstly, a big thank you to all who have submitted records
of mammal sightings. These are very important as the
data is being used in the Dorset Mammal Atlas that will,
hopefully, be published on-line next year.

Those of you who have camera traps please submit
records of what you are filming even if it is in your own
garden and if they are of common mammals. Similarly,
please let us know what mammals your cat brings home,
a photo taken on your mobile phone would be helpful in
identifying the species if the remains are recognisable.

There have been some interesting and, indeed,
perplexing reports, for example: we received one
about a Pine Marten in Purbeck which was backed
up by a photograph of the animal in an identifiable
location. Another was of a Red Squirrel also in Purbeck,
unfortunately this was not accompanied by a picture but
the person who submitted the record assured me that
she was certain it was a Red Squirrel as she lives on the
Isle of Wight and sees this species frequently. The lesson
here is that if you see a species that you doubt occurs in
Dorset do not be put off reporting your sighting as this
may corroborate another person’s report or may itself be
corroborated by another report. Remember that Beavers
were extinct in England but have now turned up in
Devon, much to everyone’s surprise.

Of course you can send in records of mammal signs such
as droppings, paw or hoof prints and burrows, dens,
nests or other signs e.g. molehills.
I will repeat my advice on how to submit records. There
will be several ways:
▪ via the DMG website recording system;
▪ by subscribing to the Dorset Environmental Records
Centre Living Record Scheme; or
▪ by sending records by email to records@
dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk
The first two systems allow you to enter records by pinpointing the location on a map and giving details such as
species, date of sighting, nature of habitat, number seen
and other relevant details. These are all menu-led. If you
send records in by email the afore-mentioned details
are essential. Any photographs or video clips would be
gratefully received.

Of course it is important to give as much detail as you can
about your sightings though often a brief glimpse may be
all you get.
Please also submit records of common species as
population trends can be highly significant; take, for
example, Hedgehogs, these used to be very common
indeed but their numbers have crashed over the last
twenty years or so for a variety of reasons I will not
go into here. This crash did not become immediately
apparent but records are now beginning to give a better
picture of where the animals are declining and which
habitats are their strongholds.

I look forward to receiving your reports.

Steve Kourik

Mammal Recording – a thought
are present in certain places even though I rarely set
casual eyes on them - I could make a determined
effort to see them but that seems contrived and
not in the spirit of random sampling which should
underpin useful statistics

At the AGM earlier this year our retiring Chairman, Steve
Kourik, confessed to not knowing how to persuade us
all to submit records of our mammal sightings. We are
living through a period of unprecedented decline in many
animal species and, although insects and birds make the
headlines, mammals are certainly not exempt; we need
to monitor their distribution with all the tools of our
trade and there are more such tools than ever before.
It’s easy to submit records so why don’t we do it?

(c) Bats are too hard for the non-expert - except for
pipistrelle (see (a))
On the other hand, I would report hare, shrews, weasel,
stoat, polecat, yellow-necked mouse, seal, porpoise,
cetaceans, mink because, for me, they are seen rarely
enough to be a subject of conversation. I’d also include
rat because I haven’t seen one for years! But this
list, and the others above, would be different in other
places and for other people. It is all too subjective and
uncontrolled.

I am as guilty as any of neglecting this task and have
tried to analyse the reasons. I think, for me, they are as
follows:
(a) I see lots of ‘common’ mammals (or signs thereof) –
mole, mice, voles, rabbit, fox, badger, roe deer, grey
squirrel – all the time and I assume that to submit
a record every time would be time-consuming and
pointless
(b) I ‘know’ that some mammals (sika deer, fallow deer,
otter, water vole, dormouse, hedgehog, red squirrel)
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The distribution maps for each mammal species
produced by Dorset Environmental Records Centre, and
due to be published in the long-awaited Mammal Atlas
of Dorset currently hatching under Steve and new DMG

Chair Angela Price’s guidance, will suffer from the same
criticism that has long been applied to all such collations
of volunteer submissions – they can tend to be maps of
the distribution of active observers rather than of the
subject species!

The Group could develop a simple scheme of registering
the location and extent of everybody’s local patch. This
would help minimise the amount of information required
when a submission is made. It might be as simple as a
list of species seen and a date (or dates).

There are some species which one ‘knows’ or assumes
are found everywhere and past mammal recorders have
been affronted by their absence from certain ‘squares’
(maps of Dorset are typically presented as 2 x 2 km grid
squares – known as tetrads), sometimes to the point of
directing observers to visit such places and obtain the
almost certain tick. This seems to contribute little to
objective trend analysis!

Results could be collected in a variety of ways to suit all
tastes. Further thoughts on this and other admin aspects
will follow if the idea develops any traction.
If adopted, such a scheme would be complementary to
the formal submission of records via the DMG website,
via Living Record, or otherwise as explained elsewhere
in this issue by Steve. It would be geared to produce
observational data reflecting the status of relatively
common mammals, which status might otherwise
be made obscure by the unconscious bias towards
‘interesting’ sightings when submitting a formal record.
Obviously, if you should see a polecat during one of
your patch visits, you will want to record it both ways!
The hope might be that, by monitoring a local patch,
we will all gain an extra appreciation of the importance
of recording and that it might encourage more of us to
engage with it on a regular basis.

We have a hundred or so members of the Dorset
Mammal Group who profess interest in, and concern
for, the status of our native mammals. If formal record
submission is, for whatever reason, failing to engage
most of us, is there perhaps another way of involving
more of us in the essential core task which I see as
monitoring fluctuating fortunes in time and space? Here
is one suggestion for a complementary approach.
We each define for ourselves a ‘local patch’ which should
be an area (or set of areas) of, say, 20 acres or more,
preferably including a variety of habitat (woodland,
fields, garden, park). Ideally, we would already be
familiar with it and have reason to visit at least a few
times a year.

If supported, the idea could be followed up by a circular
email to all members to gauge support and perhaps to
collate definitions of their local patch.
Finally, it should be stressed that this approach is
unlikely to find favour with academic mammal experts,
statisticians, or anyone looking to analyse data from a
rigorous sampling scheme. Such schemes are notoriously
difficult to design and implement and way beyond
our ambitions. On the other hand, some of the most
valuable contributions in the past have come from long
records maintained by amateurs, often clergymen. There
is, however, plenty of scope for the rest of us to create
equally useful accounts without imposing too much on
our hectic lives.

We keep a record each time we visit of every individual
wild mammal we see (or see clear evidence of). Despite
our impoverished mammal fauna in Britain there are
species which may cause identification problems but, if
the idea is supported, I’ve no doubt that a simple check
sheet (with id tips) could be produced to help.
It may be that you patrol your patch every day (dogwalking?) and would not want to record the same semitame rabbits seven days a week (see (a) above). In that
case, it is probably best to produce a summary for each
month or season or to choose certain visits as ‘mammalnoting days’.

Mike J Lowing

Did you know the DMG has a Facebook page?
The current DMG Facebook page has been running since 2016 and is a place where
upcoming events are posted, great photos of some of the local wildlife are shared and
DMG members can interact.
If you would like to talk to fellow DMG members and share some of your wildlife photos,
videos and experiences we’d love you to ‘follow’ the page.
Please find us at: https://www.facebook.com/Dorset-Mammal-Group-466914263500079/
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Ian updates us about the badger
debacle

Bovine TB in Cattle

Badger Cull

Quote:

The 2018 badger cull finished on Friday 26th October
although the licence for the new areas (including the
area from the A3066 west to Chard and Axminster) no
longer defines a 6 week limit. In theory, therefore, cage
trapping and shooting could continue in these areas until
30th November and free shooting until 31st January. This
despite 20% of badger cubs being born in January.

When a politician talks to you, always ask yourself,
“Why is this lying b------ lying to me?”
Deputy Editor (retired) Times Newspaper
On the 13th September Farming Minister, George
Eustace, referring to the ‘then’ latest data on bTB in
badger culling zones claimed that,

It will be some time before we hear the death toll of this
years cull but of particular concern were the number of
dead badgers found in fields without a mark on them.
We suspect poisoning although whether this would be
land owners getting rid of badgers on the back of the cull
or cullers hoping to find a carcass and then put a bullet in
it to claim it was shot as part of the cull we simply don’t
know.

“Today’s figures showing reductions in bTB cases in
Somerset and Gloucestershire are evidence that our
strategy for dealing with this slow moving , insidious
disease is delivering results.”
However, examination of the data shows that there is no
such reduction in the prevalence of bTB infected herds
in either Somerset or Gloucestershire (prevalence being
the measure of the percentage number of bTB infected
herds).

Also of great concern were the number of snares found
during the cull. Disgracefully, free-running snares are not
illegal in the UK, although it is illegal to snare a badger.
How we prove that a snare was set to catch a badger,
however, is a difficult matter. The first snare discovered
had caught a badger cub and there were 9 other dead
badgers nearby in various states of decomposition.
These, and the potential poisoning incidents, were
reported to the police. They were found on land owned
by Richard Drax, MP.

Indeed, since the culls began, the prevalence of bTB
infected herds in Gloucestershire has increased from
6.9 to 7.1% and in Somerset from 6.1 to 7.2%. Not
statistically significant, perhaps, but certainly not a
reduction. However, in the 3 years before culling began
the prevalence of bTB in Gloucestershire reduced from
11.9 to 6.9 % and in Somerset from 17.2 to 6.1%.
George Eustace based his statement on the “incidence
of new herd outbreaks” which he and Defra claim have
fallen but they do not present the raw data and use
complex and sometimes obscure calculations to obtain
the figures for incidence. Furthermore, if, as George
Eustace and Defra claim, the incidence of bTB had
declined steadily for 4 years we would expect to see
a comparative reduction in the prevalence of bTB in
cattle but, as shown above, the prevalence has, at best,
plateaued since the onset of culling.

Godfray Report
The Godfray report, commissioned by Michael Gove,
was released on Tuesday 13th November. At the time of
writing I haven’t read it but even the right wing media
seem to accept that badger culling has only a modest
affect on controlling bTB in cattle and that the real
problem is cattle to cattle transmission.
The gist of the report would appear to confirm the
findings of the Randomised Badger Cull Trial and
specifically to reiterate the words of Lord Krebs, “killing
badgers will make no meaningful difference to the
incidence of bTB in cattle, in the UK”. The report also
suggests that vaccinating badgers would be a much
cheaper and far better approach than culling. Much
as those of us who have opposed the cull have said all
along.

Draw your own conclusions.

Stop Press
On the ‘BBC Inside Science’ programme on Radio 4,
on 15 November, Dr Ian McGill, Director of the Prion
Interest Group, said that 2018 figures reveal a spike
in bTB in the Gloucestershire cull area. He stated that
the number of infected herds (the prevalence) has
increased by 29% and the incidence (the number of
new herd outbreaks) has increased by 55%.

Of course, the NFU have already rejected the report but,
then, they are the party responsible for the state of bTB
in cattle in the UK.

Ian Mortimer
DMG Badger leader

-9-

Badger watching Beaminster
Back in August, whilst waiting and hoping that the badgers, or a badger, would appear, a young
fox was sniffing around in the background. After some passes at the back, he gingerly made
his way down the path—but not very far before stopping and disappearing again. It was a
brief but reasonably good view. Then just as you wait for a bus four badgers walked, one after
another, down the path. Four black and white faces in line — wonderful. They never appeared
in the clearing together and were very tentative to begin with, eating the peanuts within reach
of the path. One, who was obviously a mother, led the way out eating as she went, then two
more younger ones appeared and gaining in confidence reached further in to the clearing, so
we had all three together. Where did the fourth go? Or were the younger ones interchanging?
Colin would probably know the answer to that. Whatever the answer it was a magical evening
and thank you Susy and Colin for organising it.

© Colin Varndell

Liz Draisey

Bank vole

hedgerows. I attracted bank voles and wood mice to a
stick, liberally dosed with peanut butter. The bank vole
is more aggressive than the timid wood mouse. In the
photo (right) a bank vole has scared two wood mice to
fall off the baited stick as it approached them.

The bank vole differs from the field vole in a number
of subtle ways. It has a more chestnut colouring than
the field vole and its ears are clearly visible (field vole
ears are usually covered by fur and more difficult to
distinguish). The bank vole has a longer tail than the
field vole and is much more likely to be seen out in
the open in daylight than the field vole. Typically, the
preferred habitat of the bank vole is woodland and

Nikon D800. Nikkor 80-400mm lens. 2 x Nikon
speedlights SB800. f11 @ 1/250 sec ISO 200

© Colin Varndell

Colin Varndell
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Rob updates us on rural and wildlife
crime

poisoning or baiting activity, nor did the badger have
any wounds showing it was shot or involved in a fight.
Again, no apparent suggestion that it had been poisoned.
Unfortunately, with nothing obvious and no ability for a
full post mortem, I could do nothing more with it. The
answer was not found, either from the badger or its
sett some 200m away. The field had not been touched
for a couple of years, but in the last few days had been
seeded and it’s probable that the sow whilst crossing the
field had been hit by the tractor/seeder. With nothing to
suggest otherwise that was the basis of my investigation,
a tragic accident.

Wildlife crime often goes hand in hand with rural crime
and related matters. Indeed the most prevalent reported
concerns centre on poaching. Be it an increase in deer
or hare coursing, the same miscreants being responsible
for criminal damage on land owner’s property or theft
of equipment, with quads and other ‘plant’ items being
taken. Quite often these items are stolen to order but not
always. The demand, especially abroad, remains large,
hence it being worth taking the risk, to smuggle them
out of the country. Catching these people is not easy.
With policing stretched and demand high, it’s made even
more difficult by having large areas to patrol. Most often
police officers are single crewed with backup sometimes
some time away – and the people who commit wildlife/
rural crime are not the type to throw up their hands and
come quietly.

That was just one of two badger incidents I looked at
only to find no crime had been committed. But I will
always investigate any matter reported as you never
know it could lead to catching some hardened immoral
characters.

It’s not all bad news though. The Rural Crime Team work
tirelessly researching intelligence, co-ordinating crimes
and visiting victims to offer safeguarding advice or to
plan operations to deter or catch these persons. They
also give expert advice to regular response officers when
collating evidence for court. There are success stories,
people are being arrested, and CBO’s (criminal behaviour
orders) being gained at court.

Unfortunately I won’t be doing much investigating for the
remainder of the year. Annoyingly it means any proactive
patrolling to catch the poaching gangs, or those at whom
I am looking for raptor persecution. Whilst patrolling
single crewed I encountered a criminal who did not want
to come quietly and in the ensuing struggle and arrest
I have torn the ligaments in my knee! I may be out of
operation (and needing one!). We still work as a team,
someone is covering for me meaning the land is being
patrolled until I return ready to do my bit in trying to
keep our wildlife safe.

A lot of information is received from the public, some
leading somewhere, some not. One such call centred
upon a dead badger being located in the middle of a
field not far from its sett with a concern that something
was amiss. This was just outside Blandford. A visit to the
scene did reveal a dead sow in the centre of a recently
seeded field. I had a thorough check both at the sett and
nearby and I also examined the dead Badger. There were
no signs of interference at the sett, or obvious signs of

With thanks to Rob Hammond,
injured Wildlife Officer

© Rob Hammond

Hope your knee returns to normal function soon Rob.
And thank you for all you do for our wildlife. Ed.

The decision was no foul play
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Dormice and London!
regard to longer periods of wet weather and increasing
extremes. But all importantly is the hedge ecosystem
creating connectivity within habitats and across habitats
– something that we can surely put into practice here in
Dorset.

Colin and Susy attended the Dormouse Mitigation
Conference at the Natural History Museum, London,
on the 16th November. The Natural History Museum is
always a delight, especially with all the Christmas lights
festooning the trees outside. The conference itself was
fully booked and very crowded.

Another fascinating fact, from Leo Gubert, was that
dormice change their nests up to four times during
hibernation. But for me, the most interesting and
relevant, was Rob Wolton on ‘Dormouse habitat creation
and management’. I am hoping that I might be able to
persuade him to journey from Devon and give the Dorset
Mammal Group the same talk so that we can all benefit
from his knowledge and expertise and therefore improve
the habitats we have for dormice here in Dorset.

Ian White was the first speaker and much of what he
said was a repetition of what we heard at our own
dormouse conference here in Dorset earlier this year.
However, some of his talk resonated with me in relation
to the amount of deer, wild boar and grey squirrels
that we have here in Dorset, which are impacting on
the woodland environment and therefore affecting the
success of our dormouse population. Climate change
also leaves dormice in a vulnerable position with

© Colin Varndell

Susy Varndell

Dormouse in hibernation

Sue Eden
It is with great sadness that I am reporting that Sue passed away on 29th October 2018. To many
she was an enigmatic person, and maybe rather like the dormouse she so treasured, rather elusive.
She had a great love of gardening, art and plants. Indeed, her garden in West Bexington was magical.
Not only did she have a very productive vegetable garden, a sensational flower garden with many
Mediterranean plants, but also a secret part of the garden where dormice ruled!
I have only known Sue for the past few years when we would venture out together to survey for
dormice at both Kingcombe and West Bexington. We had great fun, and even when her health was
not so good, she struggled on, coming out to survey for dormice. It is gratifying to know that at the
Dormouse Mitigation Conference in London in November, Sue’s research on dormice was referred to
with reverence; she certainly added to the sum knowledge that we now have on the subject of this
elusive creature.
Rest in peace Sue.

Susy Varndell
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Mid-November Reports from Hedgehog
Co-ordinators and carers throughout Dorset

Bere Regis

Dorchester

It’s been a busy few weeks for Bere Regis. I have received
call outs to more than 16 hedgehogs both here and
in close villages. People contact me via our village
Facebook, messenger and text. In fact one night I had a
text message from a lady at Lulworth Cove who follows
our page, which woke me up at 11.20pm telling me
that a lady on our Facebook page had a small hedgehog
but no food to keep it overnight and was asking for my
details. I went onto FB and contacted her culminating
in two dressing gowned females meeting in the village
at midnight to exchange said hedgehog!! It was very
small so as I keep an overnight container always set
up I checked it, gave food and water and settled it for
the night in my spare bedroom in the warm
with a fleecy cover. In the morning it
was transferred to Holly and Paula. I
rehabilitated it back to where it was
found, now up to weight only a
couple of days ago.

Chris has eleven hogs although I got to release one last
night at 600g.
And a slow release one tonight he was 90g when I first
had him, he too is 600g so feeling very excited they have
been able to be released back into the wild.
I didn’t expect to take so many but I know how much we
need to help our little friends and will do what I can to
help.

Chris Legg
DMG hedgehog carer in Dorchester

A new addition to our carers

- Tracey Dunn. She is attending the Vale hedgehog
course in March 2019

On the hog side, I currently have 65
hogs in my care, ranging from babies
of less than 150g to five full adults
with injuries although most are
underweight autumn juveniles
in the range of 200g to 400g.
Having said that, almost all of
the babies/juveniles are suffering
with heavy lungworm burden,
with several quite poorly
and under veterinary
care, so not all may
make it through this awful
condition, but for the time being they are here and
being treated.

We have had three injuries
which had to go to my vet,
two dog bites and a strimmer
injury, none of which could
be saved despite best
efforts.
I have three more hedgehogs
to come back when they are
up to weight and it’s warmer. If
not they will stay where they are
until spring.

Tracey Dunne, Poole

Sue Aldous, Bere Regis DMG Hedgehog
Co-ordinator and hedgehog carer

Halstock

Shame there is no photo of the dressing-gowned
females meeting at midnight! Ed

Rachelle in Halstock has six hogs in care at the moment.

Rachelle DMG carer

Crossways

Hayley’s Hedgehog Rescue

Karen has thirteen hogs in her house! Ranging from
180gr to 649gr. Actually that one has gone back ‘home’
today. Three more to be released tomorrow all being
well with the weather. The remaining 9 will be spending
winter with us. It has been a busy time. Another carer
in the village has 13 at the last count.The wild hoggies
seem to have deserted our side of the village. Partly due,
I think, to some very old wild gardens being tidied or
ruined, whichever fits your point of view, very close to
us. Such a shame. We have an occasional one feeding or
sleeping but nowhere near the numbers we were getting.
Hopefully they will return.

I have nineteen in the rescue currently, with about six
lined up to come in during the next week. I also have
several in foster care.

Hayley Dent

Iford Meadows

Currently we have eighteen hogs in our care, none of
which are simply autumn juveniles. We cannot currently
take in any more due to the commitment involved in
the treatments required for the current patients, with
ailments ranging from wounds, amputations, internal
parasites, fungal skin infections and bacterial infections.

Karen, Crossways’ Hedgehog Friendly
Co-ordinator and DMG carer
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We’ve never known a year like it, to be at capacity before
the autumn juvenile season is in full swing once the cold
weather sets in.
I don’t think the issue is numbers in current care, but
more so the number of requests for help we get in
addition to those we admit and the requests that we
cannot take in or have to refer outside of the county in
the hope of the hogs getting help.

Abbi Founder,
Iford Meadows Hedgehog Rescue

Lesley Martin

To summarise:

For the last four years I have cared for autumn
hedgehogs and this year I have had 12 and had to turn
away (very reluctantly) at least 4 because of space
available.

Hedgehog numbers are declining rapidly nationally and
locally.
The plight of hedgehogs in Dorset has been highlighted
through many educational hedgehog events.

Lesley came on the first Vale course we ran in February
this year.

Public awareness has been raised.
The funds that have been generated from these
hedgehog events have all been given with the
expectation that their donation will be spent on
assistance for hedgehogs.

Portland

I have eight hoglets in at the moment, plus another
small one due back when it no longer needs care in an
incubator.

We have a network of hedgehog carers across the county.

Four of the current hogs have internal parasites
(lungworm, intestinal fluke, roundworm) and need
treatment with prescription medication. Two were
brought in by dogs – one with a big wound on its flank,
the other with bad lungworm and pneumonia, and both
are on prescription antibiotics and other treatment.

We ran the Vale Hedgehog First Aid, Care and
Rehabilitation Course here in Dorset in March 2018 (35
attended) and we are running it again in February 2019
(maximum 25 can attend, we have more than that on the
waiting list).
The hedgehog carers are overwhelmed with poorly
hedgehogs and autumn juveniles. They are struggling to
cope (as you can see from all their reports).

I have had sixteen hoglets and two full grown hogs in all
during 2018.
Five have needed attention by a vet (two died)

Data regarding why hedgehogs come into vets and
hedgehog carers is being collected and analysed.

Jo Morland DMG Hedgehog Friendly
Portland Co-ordinator and rescuer

The need for a hedgehog hospital is overwhelming if
we are to reverse the downward trend of the hedgehog
population and to ensure the survival of this hugely
popular mammal in Dorset.

Wareham

In our first year, Colin and Susy have helped us to hold
two meetings. The group is not restricted to Wareham
itself, with friends coming from Sandford, East Stoke and
as far away as Wool.

I am putting together a business plan to bring to the
committee at our next meeting. If you have any ideas or
suggestions, or know of a wildlife friendly millionaire,
please could you let me know so that this tentative
suggestion can become a reality for our hedgehogs here
in Dorset.

Sadly our first baby hedgehog “Louise” who was rescued
from a garden shed during the hot weather and cared
for at a rescue centre has not survived. However, at the
beginning of October two newcomers from Dorchester
were introduced to Worgret Road in Wareham. One
male and one female called Leo and Amira. How exciting
to be part of an experiment to extend the gene pool of
our Wareham Hedgehogs!

Susy Varndell

Pimperne, Martinstown, Broadwindsor,
Hinton St May and West Milton are villages
which are planning on joining the Hedgehog
Friendly Town and Village initiative in the
near future.

Kate Brailsford DMG Hedgehog Friendly
Wareham Co-ordinator
Perhaps now we can understand why we need a
hedgehog hospital here in Dorset.
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Denise and Michelle update us on hedgehog happenings in Blandford
to pursue in the future.

It’s been pretty busy here in Blandford. Colin came and
delivered the ‘Hedgehog Predicament’ presentation
on 21st August which was well attended with over 60
people and raised some much needed funds for the
hedgehog carers. If you haven’t yet seen it Michelle and I
highly recommend it.

Also in October Denise saw Iolo Williams and Martin
Hughes-Games ‘Wildlife Road Trip’ at The Exchange in
Sturminster Newton. She was lucky enough to speak
with Iolo during the interval about The Hedgehog
Predicament, bonfire hazards, DMG and their aims to
create a Wildlife Hospital here in Dorset. He showed
interest and was very positive and Denise gave him one
of Colin’s slide presentation cards.

In September we both visited Susy, Colin and Hayley at
‘The Happy Return’ and it was lovely to spend time with
them and the hogs there, to share ideas and information
and for us to get to know each other better, thank you.

Michelle has created a leaflet, using some of Colin’s
photographs, which we aim to distribute around our
local area concentrating on spots we know hedgehogs
are already present. We hope this will help in spreading
simple, useful information on the plight of the hedgehogs
and how people can help.

In early October Denise was busy with the DMG camera
trap, setting it in Woodhouse Gardens to help confirm
with Blandford Forum Town Council gardener Huw and
Town Clerk Linda, that there were hedgehogs foraging
there. This was successful with proof of at least one hog
visiting although the camera trap was only set for three
nights and Denise shared the video clips with both Huw
and Rachel (BFTC administrator). Huw is keen to stop the
use of slug pellets and use only hog and wildlife friendly
deterrents for these molluscs and we have shared with
them the information for this provided by Jo in Portland.

Michelle also made contact with the Blackmore Vale
regarding the possibility of DMG having regular slots in
the publication. They have said as long as we submit copy
in article form with images (as opposed to a poster or
advert) they would welcome the idea. We aim to submit
articles highlighting seasonally useful information. Do
let us know if you would like to contribute copy for the
publication throughout the coming seasons and we can
pass on the contact details.

During October Denise has also used the DMG camera
trap in late night hedgehog vigils at home and at a
cousin’s place in Sturminster Marshall to determine
hedgehog visitors. This proved very successful,
identifying juvenile underweight hogs which we were
able to catch, weigh and place with a DMG carer to over
winter.

Denise has a friend who passes her the RSPB magazine
‘Nature’s Home’ and in the Summer edition there was
an article about Adrian Thomas from RSPB working in
partnership with a Barret Homes housing development
in Kingsbrook near Aylesbury to make it wildlife friendly.
It is a very interesting article and seems to have been
very successful. If anyone would like it, I have scanned it
and have it as a ‘pdf’ file which I have shared with Susy,
so let us know. It would be great if we could get all new
builds to consider some or all of the options used in this
experiment.

It seems that there have been many late litters this
year and we would like to thank all the carers for their
dedicated, unending care for our hogs.
We were pretty concerned about community bonfires
and the plight of our hogs so we put up the DMG and
BHPS posters warning of the dangers. Michelle made
contact with the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service
requesting they send out a TWEET from us spreading the
message, but unfortunately after a couple of attempts
we didn’t get a reply, this is something we will continue

© Colin Varndell

Denise Montague and Michelle Haines DMG
Hedgehog Friendly Blandford co-ordinators
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Update from Hedgehog Friendly Shipton Gorge
Looking back since Shipton Gorge became involved in the
Hedgehog Project this summer it’s interesting to see how
things have progressed.
People become involved for lots of reasons. Some
because they have a natural instinct and love of wildlife
or are aware of or have encountered hedgehogs in their
gardens or the surrounding countryside. Others like
the idea of rescuing hedgehogs and are happy to go to
any length to accommodate one, constructing feeding
stations or buying bespoke houses or motion activated
cameras.
There have been seven rescued hedgehogs released in
our village since May and often the last thing seen is the
hedgehog’s rear-end as it enters its new home followed
by the occasional scat on the lawn or a partially empty
food dish. Ironically our neighbour christened her rescue
hedgehog Sonic. Sonic was lively from the outset and
doesn’t appear to have returned. Most of the gardens in
our village are linked so Sonic may have got a better offer.

Our last release of the season on 17th October

Inevitably there have been sightings. Quite often this
is by people returning from the pub after dark when
hedgehogs and humans meet rather than the quantity of
alcohol consumed.
It is also true that some of those with an interest in
hedgehogs do not wish to be part of anything formal.
Often the best venue for acquiring their information is
the local pub. So it’s essential that I visit The New Inn
regularly to gather the latest intelligence and hopefully
record the sighting of a hedgehog on the way home!

Chris Griffiths-Hardman
Shipton Gorge Hedgehog Friendly Co-ordinator

Poorly Hogs on Portland
I have been rescuing hedgehogs on Portland for two
years and have been hugely supported by the expertise
of Hayley’s Hedgehog Rescue who treated several of last
year’s hogs for lungworm.

fluke infestations all at once. It has been frustrating
and time-consuming to get the necessary medication
for the fluke. I had to book a small animal consult with
a vet, who it turned out had no experience of wildlife/
hedgehogs. Thankfully, due to a mistake, I only paid for
the medication not the consult. Caroline Gould at the
Vale Wildlife Hospital then advised concurrent treatment
with an antibiotic to help the intestinal inflammation
caused by the fluke, also on prescription only (which I
haven’t pursued). Reliable access to a knowledgeable
wildlife/hedgehog specialist vet would have made
treatment so much easier and better for the hog and for
me!

Having watched four small hoglets die and been
unable to help them, I attended the Hedgehog First
Aid, Rehabilitation and Care course run by Vale Wildlife
Hospital and brought to Dorset by DMG in February
this year. I now have the basic skills to give successful
life-saving first aid treatment to hedgehogs brought to
me, and I’m able to identify the most common internal
parasites from faecal smears. However it is extremely
frustrating to know what drugs would treat conditions
but be unable to access them for the hogs in my care.
An example is Lucky, who fell from a 10 foot wall into a
back yard and was found dehydrated and hungry two
days later. He revived and put on weight well for three
weeks, but then stopped eating and had a massive
weight loss due to lungworm, roundworm and intestinal

Jo Morland,
DMG Hedgehog Friendly Portland
Co-ordinator and carer
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Hazel suggests some alternatives to slug pellets
Plant garlic next to your most vulnerable crop as a
repellent
or
Make a Garlic Spray:
Boil 2 crushed, large bulbs of garlic in 2 pints of
water for 5 minutes.
Strain the mixture through a sieve and add more
water to make back up to 2 pints.
Leave to cool and pour into a stoppered bottle.
Use 1 tablespoon of garlic mix to 1 gallon of
water in a watering can and water plants as
needed.
Apply to plants regularly, especially after rain.

We are being told not to use slug pellets for very
sensible reasons. There are alternatives you could try.

Alternatives to metaldehyde (mostly blue)
Slug Pellets:
Beer traps
Dried seaweed
Broken dried egg shells
‘Spent’ coffee grounds
Sand or coarse grit
Wool pellets
Copper barrier tape
Changing your watering schedule from the evening
to the morning. That way, the top layer of soil
will be dry in the evening when the slugs are most
active.

Hazel Hedley
Hazelbury Bryan Hedgehog
Friendly Village Co-ordinator

An interesting update from the Natural
Environment Team
Ali attended the Dorset Mammal Group’s owl pellet
analysis workshop following the launch of NET’s County
Farm Barn Owl Project.

Nikki and Lyn attended the People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) Dormouse Mitigation Conference and
have lots of ideas for projects and improving mitigation
and enhancement opportunities for dormice in our work.

We have installed 11 boxes in hay barns, cattle sheds and
trees on Dorset County Council County farms around the
Twyford area in North Dorset.

We have been working on new guidance for consultants
completing and submitting Biodiversity Mitigation and
Enhancement Plans and ecology reports under the
Dorset Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol. This is in line with
updated national ecological conservation and mitigation
guidance and National Planning Policy Framework
2018. We are looking forward to publishing this on
the Biodiversity Appraisal pages on the Dorset For You
website very soon.

Unfortunately Barn Owls are becoming increasingly rare
due to changes in farming practices, resulting in a loss
of suitable foraging habitat as well as loss of suitable
roost and nest sites to development. We have pulled
resources together to help them where we can. Many
tenant farmers were keen to help barn owls in their
local area and many had already seen or heard owls on
their landholdings. Once we located a cluster of farms
that met the requirements for barn owls; enough rough
grassland for foraging; suitable tree or building and far
enough away from the road, we enlisted the help and
expertise of Jason Fathers from Wildlife Windows to
build and install the boxes in the buildings and trees.
We will start monitoring the boxes next summer under
a Schedule 1 licence to see if the boxes are being used
either for breeding or as roosts.

West Dorset District Council, Habitat First and the
Natural Environment Team have teamed up to create
the Silverlake Conservation and Community Fund. This
fund is a requirement through the Silverlake planning
permission to build holiday homes on the former
Silverlake quarry, west of Crossways. The fund from
homeowners and the developers is open to applications
for nature conservation and community projects linked
to the heathland and wildlife within the area around
Silverlake, Crossways. This is a great opportunity for
members of Dorset Mammal Group who may like to
consider specific project ideas. More information about
the fund and how to apply can be found here

We are looking forward to working with more County
farms to provide wildlife habitat management advice
and to develop a project to enhance opportunities for
dormice.

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/planning-buildingsland/planning-policy/west-dorset-and-weymouthportland/cil/silverlake-conservation-and-communityfund.aspx

With thanks to Ali Quinney from the
Natural Environment Team
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Dates for your Diary
Consult the DMG website to see the final details
of all the events (as they become available)

Wed
30 January
Fri /Sat
22/ 23 February
Mon
4 March
Sat/Sun
27/28 April

Shipton Gorge second hog meeting
European Hedgehog Research Group Workshop, The lookOut,
Hyde Park, W2 2UH at 09:00
Second Vale course, Dorchester
Dorset Mammal Group Otter and Water Vole Spring Survey 2019

Dorset Mammal Group Committee 2018/19
Chairperson

Angela Price

chair@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Treasurer

Mel Elliott

treasurer@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Secretary

Julia Cumming

secretary@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Membership

Mel Elliott

membership@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Events

Susy Varndell

events@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Badger Section Leader

Ian Mortimer

badgers@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Otter Section Leader

Ken Hutchinson

otters@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Hedgehog Section Leader

Susy Varndell

hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Social Media & Website Leader

Rachel Moors

media@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Mammal Recorder

Steve Kourik

records@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dormouse Section Leader

Susy Varndell

hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Newsletter Editor

Susy Varndell

hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk

Dorset Mammal Atlas Leader

Angela Price

Without Portfolio

Jo Morland

Without Portfolio

Diana Maxwell
Dorset Mammal Group
Chairperson: Angela Price 0793 273 0402  Secretary: Julia Cumming 01305 257500
Website: https://dorsetmammalgroup.wordpress.com/
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